Dear Parents, Carers / Guardians,
I hope students have enjoyed a safe break and are ready to return for the 2022 school
year, which will commence on Monday, 31st January at 9:00am.
Schools have now received advice regarding Victoria’s 2022 ‘Back to School Plan’
which contains a range of measures to ensure students are safe and schools remain
open in light of current concerns about the COVID pandemic. Key information is set
out below.
•

Free rapid antigen test (RAT) kits will be made available to students for the first
four weeks of term. Families will be provided with the first pack of five RAT’s.
THESE CAN BE COLLECTED BETWEEN 9AM & 3PM TOMORROW, OR
from Monday.

•

A second issue of RAT’s will occur before the third week of term.

•

Use of RAT’s is voluntary but is an important measure in helping reduce COVID
transmission by picking up some cases that may otherwise go undetected.
Students are encouraged to use them twice a week at home prior to attending
school. We suggest Monday morning and then again mid-week. If a student
returns a positive RAT or COVID PCR test parents need to:

• Report this via the Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests |

Coronavirus Victoria) or via the Coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398,
• Advise the school via the Victorian Education portal and via a phone call to Big

Hill Primary School (5447 7022),
• Isolate for 7 days and not attend school during that time. Families are advised

to make contact with classroom teachers (phone or email) to organise some
school work to be done during the period of absence, unless the child is very
unwell of course,
• Follow this health advice https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases.
•

Where schools have a student or staff member return a positive COVID test
they will advise parents / carers and students who are affected via an email
or text message.

All staff and students (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) are required to wear masks while indoors
unless they have a valid exemption. Children in Prep, Year 1 and 2 do not have to
wear masks, but advice is to encourage them to do so. Big Hill PS will also have a
limited number of masks available for students who forget to bring their own or whose
mask is damaged during the school day.
Visitors to Big Hill PS, including parents / carers, must be at least double vaccinated
and check in using the QR code.
Schools have been provided with air purifiers to assist with reducing the risk of airborne
transmission of the virus and these will be placed in classrooms, other indoor areas
where students congregate and in office areas. Big Hill PS will also continue to use
natural ventilation where possible and encourages all students to minimise risk by
maintaining good hand hygiene and social distancing of 1.5 metres where possible
both indoors and outdoors. Hand sanitiser will be available throughout the school.

Whilst Big Hill PS is open for face-to-face learning, we will not be providing remote
learning for students who are not in attendance. Support will be provided for students
who are unable to attend because of the need to isolate or due to approved medical
vulnerability.
Camps, sport and excursions are permitted in schools subject to appropriate COVIDsafe planning.
Consistent with DET and Department of Health guidelines, Big Hill PS encourages
students to vaccinate against COVID. This includes receiving a booster when these
become available to students aged under 18. All staff are presently required to be at
least double vaccinated and triple vaccination will soon be required unless there is a
medically approved exemption. A pop-up booster clinic has been advertised to our
community and will run at Kennington Primary School on Friday 28th, Saturday 29th
and Sunday, 30th January.
School buses will operate as normal for the start of the school year. Any interruptions
to service will be communicated as soon as possible to families. Face masks are
required on school buses.
I anticipate that the first term is likely to bring some unpredictability, but I am very
confident that we will be able to continue our strong learning program throughout this
time.
Our staff are looking forward to welcoming students to the 2022 school year on
Monday morning.

Please take note of our new dismissal time also, which will be
3:20pm instead of 3:15pm

Kind regards,

Matt Pearce
Principal

