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THURSDAY, 17TH OCTOBER, 2019 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, 22nd October  School Council Meeting 
Friday, 25th October  Day for Daniel Walk to School fundraiser  
    First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming ability forms due 
Monday, 28th October  Adam Wallace (author and illustrator) FREE Incursion for Year 1-4 students 
Tuesday, 29th October  P&F Mango Orders due at the Office by 3:15pm 
    Crusoe Big Day Out 

Wednesday, 30th October Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday 
Friday, 1st November  Coin Rush Drive finishes 
Monday, 4th November  Coin Rush Drive finishes-apologies, incorrect date published last week 
Monday, 4th November  First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming note and payment due  
Tuesday, 5th November  Melbourne Cup Family Fun Day 
Tuesday, 12th November  First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming commences 
Wednesday, 13th November  First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming continues 
Thursday, 14th November  First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming continues 
Friday, 15th November  First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming concludes 
Saturday, 16th November  P&F Winery Tour – tickets on sale now at the Office and via Qkr $55 
Tuesday, 19th November  Captains and Vice Captains - Town Hall/Council Chambers Tour with Rod Fyffe and Megan 
    2020 Prep first transition visit 9:30am – 11:00am 
Thursday, 21st November  Year 2 Sleepover 
Friday, 22nd November  Brickz 4 Kidz Incursion – more information to follow 
Tuesday, 26th November  2020 Prep Literacy / Numeracy activity night 5:30pm – 6:30pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December  2020 Prep second transition visit 
Monday, 9th December  Senior Unit Swimming program commences – more information to follow 
Tuesday, 10th December  Whole School Transition Day (including 2020 Preps) 
Monday, 16th December  Year 6 Graduation 
Wednesday, 18th December  Christmas / End of Year Farewell BBQ 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
Week two has been very busy, with the children working hard as we get into the term and routines falling back into 
place nicely. Behaviour across the school has also been generally really positive. We have great kids at Big Hill PS.  
 

READING AND ATTENDANCE GOALS FOR TERM 4 
Please remember that all students, regardless of year level, should be reading each night. The goal for the year, for 
every student, is 225 nights…an aspirational goal, but definitely easy to accomplish if reading 5 nights a week and a 
little over the holiday breaks. If your child is behind, how about setting up a regular habit to get as close to the goal as 
possible? Better to fall short by a little bit than by a lot.  
 

Our attendance goal for this term is 2 days or less. Those that achieve this goal will receive an attendance prize (not a 
band this term) – those with 100% will get an extra treat! Remember, if your child is absent for any reason, please 
contact the Office before 10:00am or text 0438 738 788. 
 

CAPITAL WORKS UPDATE 
We are still a few weeks off moving into the new multipurpose area. We anticipate that this will be just after the 
Melbourne Cup Family Fun Day (5th of November). When we move, several offices, the staffroom, library, 
bubble/conference room and computer/ICT room will need to relocate. This will be a big operation and we will 
welcome volunteers on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 11th and 12th to assist with moving library books and shelves, etc. The new art 
room is almost complete – we have most of the shelving in now…and are just awaiting a certificate of occupancy to 
move in. Art lessons will continue in classrooms for next week at this stage. 
 

TRANSITION 
BSE ran their morning visit on Monday and students reported favourably about time at their 2020 Secondary School. 
Crusoe have their special BIG DAY OUT organised for Tuesday, 29th October – exciting times ahead! If you think your 
child needs additional transition visits for wellbeing reasons, please talk to your child’s teacher, or alternatively, 
organise directly with your 2020 school. Our Kinder-Prep transition begins in mid November…with 4 visits planned. 
This will be exciting times for our large group of 2020 Preps! 
 

TEAM CHINA – OVERSEAS LEARNING EXPERIENCE (OSLE) 2020 
Congratulations to Ben M, Nate J, Lochie C and Bailey S, who have successfully been offered a trip to China in 2020 
and their families have accepted! The 4 boys and I will travel to Beijing, Suzhou and Shanghai in late May, early June 
next year. Our first Fundraising/Team China meeting is tomorrow morning at 8:00am in the library. 
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SNAKE SEEN CLOSE TO SCHOOL 
One of our local bus services has reported seeing a snake on the Calder Highway not far from the school. With water 
reserves in the area, lush growth and increasing temperatures, the chances of seeing a snake are certainly high. At 
school, we have a process in place to respond to wildlife such as a snake and have a direct line to a reliable snake 
catcher. Perhaps talk to your child / children about what to do if you see a snake somewhere…back away from it and 
tell an adult ASAP. Remind them to be neither aggressive or overly emotional when sharing an area with a snake. 
Hopefully, as the Summer kicks in, grasses die down and mating etc runs it’s course…we will have a normal year and 
not see a snake at all. Best to be prepared though. 
 
PARKING, SPEED ZONES ETC 
The 60kph speed zone on the Calder Highway operates during school drop off and pick up times. Due to this, we see 
the majority of drivers adjusting their speed as a result. Unfortunately, I have received reports that the usual flashing 
lights on the Calder are outdated and won’t be replaced. Naturally, I have passed on my concerns to VicRoads…and 
encouraged them to fix this issue. Perhaps as a community member, you might like to contact VicRoads to highlight 
your concerns. With this occurring, please try to avoid parking along the highway. It is dangerous…and if we do in fact 
have diminished awareness of the school speed zone, the dangers to you and your family are heightened. Perhaps 
park in Phillis Street and enjoy a short walk on a nice day? Parking will eventually improve when the CAPITAL 
WORKS PROJECT concludes early next year…however, in the meantime, active travel to school, arrive early / leave 
early, pick up 5 minutes later, don’t linger at school to free up parks for others, turn left at the Calder instead of waiting 
to turn right etc.  
 
BEHAVIOUR 
As outlined above, we have 99.5% of our children behaving exceptionally well all of the time. Our school is noted for 
excellent behaviours, high-expectations, pleasing results and a supportive staff and community. At times however, we 
are like all of our local schools and have challenging behaviours, that affect students, staff and the community from 
time to time. In times like this, any issue is treated seriously and followed up thoroughly. What can’t be shared with 
you, is what is done. Due to privacy, we treat situations confidentially and how we manage them is also 
confidential…so if your child every says “Nothing is done”, understand that they wouldn’t know…or see…what is 
happening. It’s best to think like this…you wouldn’t want issues surrounding your child being public knowledge…so 
this applies to all children. Thanks for your understanding and support. “It takes a village to raise a child…” 
 
PREPS 2020 
We have a large number of Preps enrolled for 2020 already, however, are encouraging existing families who have not 
enrolled their Prep child for next year to do so now. We need to know numbers to accurately organise classes and 
ensure we have the required number of staff to teach them. Thanks for your assistance. 
 
RELOCATING IN 2020? 
From time to time, we have families relocating back to Big Hill PS or moving on to another location. If you know that 
your family will be relocating (or you have friends relocating here) could you please let the Office know ASAP? We 
understand this happens naturally at all schools, so please don’t be embarrassed to share your plans. It helps us with 
staffing and setting up classes for 2020. If you have friends or family coming to Big Hill PS, could you check in with us 
to see that we are expecting them? There have been occasions where a move is known, but the school is not aware. 
We need numbers to accurately staff the school and set up classes that are the right size. Thanks for your help. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
Our Parent Opinion Survey results are in and they are overwhelmingly positive! The results will be shared with School 
Council next week, before sharing in the newsletter. If you did this year’s survey – thank you for your positive and 
encouraging feedback. 
 
WELL DONE ATHLETES! 
Firstly, well done to our 6 athletes who represented the school on Monday at the Regional Sports. We are very proud 
of you for making it to an elite level. Secondly, congratulations to Jaylen and Jett TZ who were place getters and have 
qualified for the State Level. Amazing effort! 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our October meeting is next week – occurring on Tuesday, 22nd October.  Kerry has sent home materials already and 
look for my Principals Report Friday. Needing a quorum, so hoping the majority of parents can make the meeting. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Nathan A, Piper H, Ruby H, Gemma C, Tyrone D, Chelsea B, Mikayla F, Ben M, Ethan M, Ethan M, 
Jarryn S, Mitchell G, Tess H & Tristion D. 
 

With Week 2 nearly under the belt, there’s 9 ahead of us…and they are bound to go fast. 
 
Until next week,  
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

 



 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

SWIMMING 
As part of our Physical Education Swimming Program, 
we will be participating in swimming lessons at Gurri 
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in Browning Street, 
Kangaroo Flat. The following dates have been 
arranged: Tuesday 12th, Wednesday 13th, Thursday 
14th and Friday 15th November. The permission note 
outlining requirements and cost has been sent home 
with your child today. Could you please return this 
permission note and payment to the Office by 
Monday, 4th November? Thank you. 
 

Also sent home today with your child was a Gurri 
Wanyarra swimming ability form. This form has a 
different return date to the permission form of Friday, 
25th October. Could you please complete the 
swimming ability form as soon as possible and return 
to your child’s classroom teacher by this date? This 
form assists us in placing your child in the correct level 
and group prior to the commencement of the 
swimming lessons. Thank you. 
 

DRINK BOTTLES 
As it is warming up, can you please ensure your child 
brings their drink bottle of water to school each day. 
Having a drink bottle in your child’s bag avoids the 
disruption of children leaving the classroom to get a 
drink from the bubble taps outside.  
 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
For showing the School Values of ‘Respect’ and 
‘Responsibility’ by successfully taking turns when 
working in a group: 
 

FSN Mia M 
FSP Lyla E 
 

Nicole & Pauline 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

WALK TO SCHOOL 
Each day in our classrooms we have been marking off 
those students who are actively travelling to school 
during the month of October. This is being conducted 
to promote a healthy lifestyle, with the winning class 
revealed at the end of the month. For those families 
who regularly drive to school, we are suggesting that 
you park at Phillis Street and continue walking, riding 
or scooting along the path to school. 
 

HOCKEY CLINIC 
On Monday the Junior and Middle Units took part in a 
Hockey clinic. Our students were taught some simple 
Hockey skills such as ball control through dribbling and 
quickly stopping the ball.  All of our students enjoyed 
using the equipment and learning some new skills and 
we have handed out information for those students 
who are interested in continuing playing Hockey as 
part of the Hook in2 Hockey program.  
 

SUPER COIN RUSH CHALLENGE 
Parents and Friends have organised a school 
fundraiser through the donation of any spare change 
you may happen to have at home. In each classroom 
we have Super Mario themed collection boxes and 
would appreciate any coins that you are willing to 
donate. The winning class will receive a Super class 
party courtesy of Parents and Friends. 
 

 
SWIMMING 
This term we will be undertaking our Swimming 
program at the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in 
Kangaroo Flat. Two notes have gone home tonight, 
one permission form and one for you to indicate your 
child’s current swimming ability. Please note that the 
swimming ability form is due back next week Friday 
25th October to allow us to place students in the correct 
level and group prior to the commencement of the 
swimming program. The permission note and payment 
are due on a later date, Monday 4th of November. 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For participating enthusiastically and safely in our 
Junior Unit Hockey Clinic: 
 
JC Josh VS 
JJ Vienna F 
JR Kaylie A 
 
Catherine, Jen & Rhys 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
TERM 4 
This week we have well and truly returned to normal 
routine. We have been completing week 30 
Soundwaves spelling and grammar along with week 30 
New Wave Maths Mentals.  
 

We have also been revising multiplication strategies 
during maths lessons. Next week we will be revising 
division strategies. 
 
SWIMMING 
Our annual swimming program will be conducted 
during week 10 beginning Monday, 9th December. 
More information regarding this event will be sent 
home soon along with a permission note and a request 
for swimming levels. 
 
HOMEWORK 
We will continue our regular homework program 
throughout this term. Students have weekly homework 
tasks to complete. Learning spelling words, basic 
number and multiplication facts as well as recording 
reading in their diaries are an important part of weekly 
learning tasks for each student.  
 
ALL students are expected to read a ‘Just Right’ text 
for at least 20-30 minutes each night and record their 
reading in their diary. 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For showing the School Value of ‘Responsibility’: 
 
MR Taya K 
MW Naing Oo T 
MD Gregory K 
 
Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
2020 GRADUATION SHIRTS  
Notes with costing information will be going home with 
all current Year 5 students on Friday, 1st November.  
 



 
REGIONAL ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to the following students who 
competed at the Regional Athletics Carnival held on 
Monday at the Flora Hill Athletics Track: 
 

Jaylen J - 200m   Jett TZ - 200m 
Matilda B - 80m Hurdles  Jaxson S - Discus 
James W - 80m Hurdles  Jaxon C - Triple Jump 
 

Well done to the place getters. Jaylen and Jett will be 
competing at the upcoming Victorian Championships. 
 

 Jaylen J: 1st  
 Jett TZ: 2nd 
 James W: 3rd  

 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating a positive attitude: 
 

SA Ella G 
SB Allara N 
SK Lily R 
SL Mitchell T 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta 
 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION NEWS 

 

It is that time of year again, when we are looking 
forward to celebrating the graduation of our Year 6 
group.  We are very lucky again this year to have our 
wonderful P&F group supporting the graduation with 
finger food, presentations and a disco being provided 
for with a ticket purchase. Further information to follow 
on cost and ticket sales. 
 

Finger food will be served from 5:00pm, presentations 
to follow at 5:30pm and the Year 6 only disco will be 
from 6:00pm – 7:00pm.  Ticket sales will close 
Monday, 2nd of December with strictly no tickets sold 
after the date due to confirmation of numbers for food 
needed.  
 

Andy Banks will again be taking professional portraits 
at a cost of $20 for a 5 x 7 photograph, cash is 
preferred but EFTPOS should be available, this will 
start at 4:30pm and conclude at 5:30pm prior to the 
presentations.  
 

FREE INCURSION-YEARS 1 – 4  

 

On Monday, 28th October, Adam Wallace will present 
a FREE Incursion for our Year 1 - 4 students organised 
by our school chaplain/wellbeing worker Megan and 
funded by Councillor Mr Rod Fyffe, thanks Rod! 
 

Adam is a children's book author and illustrator, New 
York Times best selling author with over 1,000,000 
books sold, a golfer, singer, and Collingwood 
supporter. 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

COIN RUSH DRIVE 
Our COIN RUSH DRIVE has begun and the kids are 
already having fun with it. Everyone has started off 
very well so keep these coins coming in as there’s only 
a couple of weeks to go now!! We have a great new 
prize as well this year for the winning class!! So GOOD 
LUCK to everyone and we hope you keep having FUN 
with this drive. 
 

 
MANGO DRIVE FORMS 
If you haven’t received an order form yet, there are 
some at the Office to collect, and we have put a post 
on our Facebook page that you can also print off. We 
hope you all enjoyed this drive last year as much as 
we did, and look forward to getting all your orders in by 
3:15pm on Tuesday, 29th October at the Office. Thank 
you all again for your support with our mango drive! 
 
WINERY TOUR – SAVE THE DATE!!  
We are going to run a wine tour on Saturday 16th 
November. We will be going to two different local 
wineries.  
 
First winery we will be visiting will be Killiecrankie 
Winery for wine tasting and a look around the beautiful 
estate. The Second Winery we will be going to is 
Lynnevale Estate. We will be there for wine tasting with 
cheese platters on arrival and we will also be staying 
there for lunch and a look around the estate.  
 
We will be getting a bus from Big Hill Primary School at 
approximately 10:30am to head off to the first winery 
and will return to school approximately around 4:00pm. 
 
The cost for the day will be $55 per person, which 
includes all wineries, lunch, wine tasting and the bus. 
We would love you all to come along and join in the 
fun. It will be a great day will lots of prizes up for grabs 
and FUN to be had!!  Friends and family members are 
MORE than welcome to join in on the fun as well.  
 
There is a registration sheet up at the Office NOW for 
you to also fill in and pay for your ticket, or why not use 
our Qkr app to pay. Tickets will then be sent home with 
your child. There will be more information to come 
closer to this event. Look forward to seeing you all 
there!! 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
We have our wine tour organised, Melbourne Cup 
Family Fun Day BBQ and more…….we look forward to 
running these upcoming events, so keep an eye out for 
more info to come! 
 

P&F FACEBOOK PAGE 
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our 
Facebook Community: (http:/www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/)  
Our page provides reminders and updates on all the 
activities as well as connecting you with other families 
at our school. 
 

CASH REWARDS PROGRAM  
EARN REAL CASH FOR YOURSELF & THE SCHOOL 

Have you signed up for our cash rewards program 
yet?? Its FREE to join and by simply doing your usual 
online shopping through our unique landing page, you 
will contribute towards the school without even leaving 
your home. Better still you’ll earn cash rewards for 
yourself at the same time. You really can’t lose! 
Signing up is easy just head to our unique landing 
page and follow the prompts. 
 
 

(https://www.cashrewards.com.au/community/schools/
big-hill-primary-school) 
 
 

Thank you all for your support with P&F activities, it’s 
really appreciated.  
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CANTEEN NEWS 

 
MENU 
There is only one change to the menu for this term and 
that is more warm milo has been removed.  Apologies 
for any inconvenience. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Due to a couple of families no longer being able to help 
in the canteen, we are calling for more volunteers.  
You would only be required once or twice per term and 
your help is greatly appreciated. Don’t forget, you don’t 
have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, uncles and 
grandparents are all welcome.  Thank you. 
 

CANTEEN  
VOLUNTEER FORM 

 
NAME  __________________________ 

 
PH NUMBER __________________________ 

TIME AVAILABLE □ 9:00am to 10:00am 

   □ 12:30pm to 2:00pm 

 

 

Tammy Fear 
Canteen Manager 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Big Hill PS Day for Daniel – Friday 25th October 

Wear Red and Walk, Scoot and Ride to School  

 
 Wear red on the day and make a gold coin donation. 

 Meet at Phillis Street from 8:30am and walk, scoot and ride to school.  

 Classroom activities centred around child safety thanks to the Foundation. 

 Everyone can enjoy a free Quelch frozen treat at first break (thanks for participating and 

having fun with friends). 

 We’re walking to school and wearing red in support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, 

helping them achieve their mission of keeping kids safe in Australia. 

Wearing red and walking, scooting and riding to school raises funds for the Daniel Morcombe 

Foundation. 

The Foundation works tirelessly to educate communities on child safety strategies and support 

victims of crime involving children. Every $1,000 raised pays for counselling for a child that has 

experienced abuse. Every $2,000 provides 10 schools with resources to teach students personal 

safety. 

Online Fundraising 
The easiest way to help your child raise money is through online fundraising. It’s a safer and easier 
way than door knocking and you don’t have to worry about handling money! To start fundraising online, 
go to your student profile page at www.schoolfundraising.com.au and share your online fundraising 
link.  Everything to do with your fundraising revolves around this page. Once you have completed this, 
read through your sponsorship form, which has instructions on how to raise money and order prizes. 
Some families at Big Hill PS have so far raised $500! Students who raise just $10 will receive a reward 
for their effort. The more they raise, the better their reward – don’t forget to check these out in the 
sponsorship form! We have educated students on the dangers of door knocking without adult 
supervision, and we encourage you to reiterate this at home. The best people to ask for sponsorship 
are people you know (eg: friends, family, work colleagues and neighbours).  
 

Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE  
Prizes MUST be ordered between the 1st November and 8th November. Simply visit 
schoolfundraising.com.au to create / login to your Profile Page between these dates.  Then click on the 
‘CLAIM YOUR PRIZE’ button and follow the prompts. If you have any questions, please contact the 
School Fun-Run team on 1800 FUN RUN and they will gladly assist!  

 

We are proud to participate in the initiative and thank everyone for their support. 
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