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THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 2019 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Friday, 20th September  Pizza Day – no normal food items available but iced treats will be 
    Mango Drive forms sent home 
    Jump Rope for Heart Jump Off Day 
    OSLE application forms due at the Office 

    Placement requests for 2020 due at the Office 
    ASSEMBLY 9:00AM – student awards presentation 

    LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 – early dismissal of 2:15pm 
    (Both Kangaroo Flat and Ravenswood buses will run in line with the early dismissal time) 
Monday, 7th October  First Day for Term 4 
Friday, 25th October  Day for Daniel Walk to School fundraiser – see inside for more information 
Saturday, 16th November  P&F Winery Tour – tickets on sale now at the Office and via Qkr $55 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Week 10 has been very busy, with planning across the school creating an alternative program. This has seen each Unit have 
a day where classroom teachers plan for the next term…and the classes spend the day with specialist teachers as well as 
having some literacy and numeracy. Whilst it is a change in the routine, the children have coped well. 
 

RETIREMENT 
I’m sad to announce that Phil Seaton will retire at the end of the year. Phil also has all of next term off, so officially has 
done his last day. The good news is, Phil returns next term to take some instrumental music lessons and may also 
return in the future to organise our productions. Phil is an outstanding performing arts teacher and we will really miss 
having him around. Should you wish to acknowledge his work, feel free to try and catch him in the coming term.  As a 
staff, we will ensure we send Phil off in an appropriate way! In Phil’s absence for next term, we will have Alice Adams 
taking music lessons. Alice is currently covering Sandra’s Long Service Leave in the ART program, but will cross over 
to music next term when Sandra returns and Phil departs. 
 

FIRST STEPS AND JUNIOR UNIT EXCURSION TO ECHUCA 
Tuesday’s excursion was a great success. The girls and boys loved TWISTED SCIENCE, their paddlesteamer tour, 
treasure hunt and play on the playground in Echuca. A huge thank you to Catherine Kelley and the First Steps and 
Junior Unit staff for their organisation. Thanks also to the staff and parents who attended on the day and helped with 
supervision. Much appreciated! 
 

TRANSITION 
Next term will see the beginning of our Kinder – Prep transition in November and Year 6 – 7 transition throughout the 
term. If you feel your child requires additional transition, please speak to your child’s teacher so they can support you 
in organising additional visits with your school of choice. 
 

TEAM CHINA – OVERSEAS LEARNING EXPERIENCE (OSLE) 2020 
Applications are due tomorrow. I have two applications and four places at this stage. Don’t miss out on this exciting, 
once in a lifetime opportunity! Written applications must be submitted to me by close of business TOMORROW to be 
considered. The application process is a letter from the child outlining why they should be considered for China, as 
well as a letter of support from families. It’s a large commitment financially, though with active fundraising, the trip can 
be as cheap as $1,800. If you are worried your child isn’t ready, perhaps see that as an opportunity too for them to 
grow in confidence…which has been the case with students who have travelled recently. Seriously…don’t miss the 
chance if it’s there. Opportunity knocks! 
 

AWARDS CEREMONY 
Just a reminder to families that tomorrow at 9am, we have a special Awards Ceremony, giving out very special 
certificates to children from each class in the following areas: EXCELLENCE IN ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, VISUAL 
and PERFORMING ARTS, ENDEAVOUR IN ENGLISH and MATHEMATICS, OUTSTANDING DISPLAY OF 
SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPAL’S AWARD. Winners of our awards are included in today’s newsletter so that 
families have the chance to organise themselves (if possible) to be there. Congratulations to all of our worthy awards 
recipients! 
 

NAPLAN 
Your child’s NAPLAN report will come home tonight – please check bags. If you are wanting further information about 
your child’s progress, I suggest having a conversation with your child’s teacher about the report if you have concerns. 
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PLACEMENT REQUESTS FOR 2020 – CLOSING TOMORROW! 
It’s that time of year again where we offer parents the chance to put in writing any requests for class placement in 
2020. Next year, we anticipate having a First Steps Unit (Prep / Prep, Year One), a Junior Unit (Year 1/2), a Middle 
Unit (Year 3/4) and Senior Unit (Year 5/6). Teachers are not allocated to particular classes at this point of time and will 
be decided next term. All of our staff are fantastic and dedicated to their students, however, if you would like to have a 
particular opinion considered, ensure the written request is respectful and in line with our policy (in this week’s 
newsletter).  
 

To have your thoughts considered, please put your considerations into writing and share directly with me. It does not 
matter if you have spoken to another teacher, I need to have these requests in writing. It does not matter if you have 
spoken to me before about your requests, we need this in writing as per the policy. I does not matter if you put your 
request in writing last year…we need you to renew your request each year. Things change. J My email is  
pearce.matthew.d@edumail.vic.gov.au or hand your request into the office addressed to me. You have until close of 
business TOMORROW to put in placement requests. After this time, no requests will be taken into consideration. This 
is in line with our policy and enables us to begin the process of making up classes. If you don’t read the newsletter and 
miss this announcement, we can only reiterate the importance of reading this each week so vital information is not 
missed. 
 

PREPS 2020 
We have a large number of Preps enrolled for 2020 already, however, are encouraging existing families who have not 
enrolled their Prep child for next year to do so now. We need to know numbers to accurately organise classes and 
ensure we have the required number of staff to teach them. Thanks for your assistance. 
 

RELOCATING IN 2020? 
From time to time, we have families relocating back to Big Hill or moving on to another location. If you know that your 
family will be relocating (or you have friends relocating here) could you please let the office know ASAP? We 
understand this happens naturally at all schools, so please don’t be embarrassed to share your plans. It helps us with 
staffing and setting up classes for 2020.  
 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
The whole school will enjoy Jump Rope for Heart ‘Jump Off’ day tomorrow Friday, 20th September, beginning after our 
first break – approximately 12 – 12:30pm.  Some children have been hard at work doing online sponsorship for The 
Heart Foundation also – we thank families for helping raise money for this worthy cause. A big thank you to Brett 
Strange for organising this event with the help of our Year 5/6 students on the day. Ensure your child comes to school 
ready to skip tomorrow – with suitable footwear and clothing to exercise. 
 

HOLIDAYS AND SECURITY 
Tomorrow our holidays begin. I wish you and your family all the very best during this time and encourage you to be 
vigilant and safe on the road, and be careful with children by the water etc. I do hope you manage some time together 
to enjoy the great outdoors, especially since the weather has been improving so much of late. As always, the school is 
a lot quieter during the break. Whilst we will continue to have builders on site…please keep an eye out for suspicious 
activity around the school and report any issues directly to the Police (000). Thanks for helping to keep our wonderful 
school safe during the holidays! 
 

EARLY DISMISSAL / END OF TERM 
Tomorrow is obviously the end of Term 3. Due to this, we will dismiss earlier, at 2:15pm. Both the Ravenswood bus 
and Kangaroo Flat bus will run in line with these changes, ensuring children can get to and from school as normal. 
Please prepare for this early dismissal by organising an earlier pick up. The school holidays will run for two weeks, 
with school resuming on Monday, 7th October. Term 4 is 11 weeks long and it’s going to be a big one!  
 

MISSING CHILD / ONLINE SAFETY 
You may have been aware that one of our students was missing overnight (Tuesday / Wednesday) and this was all 
over local social media and radio. Fortunately, the child in question (identity protected due to age and privacy reasons) 
is safe and sound, back in the hands of their loving family. A big thank you to all of our community who showed 
concern and reported information either to us or directly to authorities. Without making anyone feel bad…can I also 
just remind everyone that when posting online, we do not give away information about the child publicly, including 
address, school details, etc. I know the name was posted, however, addresses and school weren’t for security 
reasons. What is scary is that by innocently trying to help, one may have given an online predator information of where 
to find the child – as in the school they attend, the street they live in. Think about this…and if it was your child…would 
you want anyone knowing those details about your loved one? Again, thanks for your concern. We care for all of our 
students and each other. This was noted amongst staff, children and parents yesterday. Stay safe all. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Ballista P, Nathaniel S, Sienna H, Mia B, Gabby K, Tyler W, Gregory K, Tiffany P, Hugo G, Riley F, 
Logan B, Sarsha K, Taj A, Chelsea A, Roxie N, Matilda M & Dustan H. 
 

With a shorter day tomorrow, we are almost across the line. The girls and boys are going to enjoy the break, I’m sure. 
Take care and hopefully see you tomorrow at the awards ceremony! 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
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FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

TWISTED ECHUCA EXCURSION 
We all had a fantastic time visiting Echuca. Students 
enjoyed the fun hands on experiences at TwistED. The 
Play Zone was packed with interactive play stations 
that students explored. They then participated in the 
Chemical Science Workshop where they got to explore 
mixtures and make their own observations of a number 
of cool chemical reactions and create a rainbow of 
colour.  
 

While in Echuca, students experienced a 1 hour 
paddle steamer cruise along the Murray River. We 
observed the mechanics of the paddle steamer in 
action and watched the huge paddle wheel propel 
through the water. The weather was perfect to take in 
the beautiful river scenery while eating our lunch on 
the paddle steamer.  
 

Here are some photos of our trip.  
 

   
   
 

 

HOLIDAYS 
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday. Your child will 
bring home three readers for the holidays, please 
continue to read these books and also your favourite 
books at home. Also, please check your child’s ‘Take 
Home book’, inside you will find sight words for your 
child to practise reading and spelling. 
 

Nicole & Pauline 
 

 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

TWISTED SCIENCE EXCURSION 
On Tuesday we had a fantastic day in Echuca on our 
excursion as part of our Chemical Science unit. 
Students were able to mix chemicals together in the 
TwistED lab and see the reactions they made. 
Students also had a great time in the hands-on play 
area at TwistED where they explored interactive 
science exhibits. The weather was kind and we had a 
beautiful sunny day for the paddle steamer ride as 
well. A huge thank you to the parent helpers that came 
along to help out. 
 

END OF TERM 
Term 3 was a very busy one with lots going on inside 
and outside of the classroom! Our students have 
earned their holidays and we hope that all our students 
and their families enjoy the upcoming break. We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone refreshed and 
ready for Term 4 on the 7th October. 
 

Catherine, Jen & Rhys 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

STUDENTS OF THE TERM 
Congratulations to our Students of the Term. We are 
incredibly proud of the growth all of our students have 
shown this Term in both Literacy and Numeracy. 
 

HOLIDAYS 
We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday. Please 
continue to read for 20 - 30 minutes each day and 
record this in Student Diaries. Students can also 
access online educational programs such as 
Mathletics, Reading Eggs, OLI and Sound Waves 
throughout the holidays. 
 

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

DIVISION ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to those students who participated in 
the Divisional Athletics, you should all be very proud of 
your achievements and your representation of BHPS.  
 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
‘Jump Off’ day is tomorrow, looks like we will have a 
lovely day weather wise to finish our school term. 
Students will all have an opportunity to participate in 
Jump Rope for Heart during our end of term 
celebrations. It will begin after the first break 
approximately 12:00pm. 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  
These commence next Monday, and we would like you 
all to take this time to relax and recuperate in 
preparation for a very busy and productive Term 4.  
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta 
 

ART ROOM NEWS 

 
DONATIONS REQUESTED 
The art room is running low on art smocks, so if any 
families have any oversized thick t-shirts or shirts they 
no longer use and wouldn’t mind donating, please 
leave them at the Office. Thank you. 
 



 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Thanks to everyone who helped out last Friday for our 
movie night, we had a great night and hope all the kids 
did too.  Your support is greatly appreciated and we 
could not run these events without your help. We look 
forward to seeing you all again next year! 
 

MANGO DRIVE FORMS 
These will be sent home tomorrow, Friday, 20th 
September as we have to place the order with the 
company in October. We hope you all enjoyed this 
drive last year as much as we did. 
 

WINERY TOUR – SAVE THE DATE!! 
We are going to run a wine tour on Saturday, 16th 
November. We will be going to two different local 
wineries. First winery we will be visiting will be 
Killiecrankie Winery for wine tasting and a look around 
the beautiful estate. The second Winery we will be 
going to is Lynnevale Estate. We will be there for wine 
tasting with cheese platters on arrival and we will also 
be staying there for lunch and a look around the 
estate.  
 

We will be getting a bus from Big Hill Primary School at 
approximately 10:30am to head off to the first winery 
and will return to school approximately 4:00pm. 
 

The cost for the day will be $55 per person this 
includes all wineries, lunch, wine tasting and the bus. 
We would love you all to come along and join in the 
fun. It will be a great day will lots of FUN to be had!! 
Look forward to seeing you all there.  Tickets are 
available now from the Office and via the Qkr app. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We have more events organised for Term 4 with the 
first one being our “Coin Rush Drive”.  This will be just 
like our spare change drive we had last year but with a 
bit of a twist! There will be more information to come 
for this event. We also have our wine tour organised, 
Melbourne Cup BBQ and more…….we look forward to 
running these upcoming events so keep an eye out for 
more info to come! 
 

P&F FACEBOOK PAGE 
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our 
Facebook Community: 
(http:/www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/)  
Our page provides reminders and updates on all the 
activities as well as connecting you with other families 
at our school. 
 

CASH REWARDS PROGRAM  
EARN REAL CASH FOR YOURSELF &  
THE SCHOOL 
Have you signed up for our cash rewards program 
yet?? Its FREE to join and by simply doing your usual 
online shopping through our unique landing page, you 
will contribute towards the school without even leaving 
your home. Better still you’ll earn cash rewards for 
yourself at the same time. You really can’t lose! 
Signing up is easy just head to our unique landing 
page and follow the prompts. 
 

(https://www.cashrewards.com.au/community/schools/
big-hill-primary-school) 
 

Thank you all for your support with P&F activities, it’s 
really appreciated.  

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 

LIBRARY AND LIBRARY SALE  
We have had some fun in the library selling used / 
second hand / not required items. 
 

Thanks to all those people who attended and it was 
lovely to see items go to new homes. 
 

Janelle and I have been busy sorting the back room 
and we have repurposed, recycled and donated to 
charity where we could.  We are now ready to shift to 
our temporary location in Term 4. 
 

The library will be open in the first few weeks of Term 4 
for returns and borrowing. 
 

This week children were given overdue notes. Please 
lets work together to find books they may be home on 
a shelf, or in the classroom library or in some instances 
returned to the shelves without being scanned.  
 

Sharyn Burnett 
 

LOST PROPERTY NEWS 

 

We have had a mountain of lost property that has been 
piling up for 2 terms. So we have cleaned them out 
after displaying clothing for children and families to 
claim. We have recycled where possible items left so I 
thank the team of volunteers who washed the clothing 
ready for the second hand uniform shop.  
 

Remember if you have lost an item of clothing, you can 
replace it for $2 from our second hand uniform shop 
that will reopen in Term 4. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY 

 
Purpose 

To create the best possible learning environment, which is equitable, to all students and their families. 

 

Guidelines 

1. That the underlying principles are educational and in the best interests of all children. 

2. That involvement in the process is within the framework of specified criteria. 

3. That the final responsibility for class placement and/or pupil movement remains primarily with the 

Principal/delegate 

 

Implementation 

1. The specified criteria for movement of a child from one class to another are as follows: 

 Special needs of children (i.e. emotional. psychological, behavioural, disabilities) 

 Equitable distribution of children (i.e. learning, gender, behaviour considerations) 

 Within unit requests (i.e. for children to be placed or not placed within a class for family groupings). 

 Flexibility in grouping will be encouraged in movement between units or year levels. 

 Children should have at least one friend accompany him or her to the next class. 

 Parents of a pre-school child are provided with the opportunity to indicate a friend with whom they 

would like their child placed as part of the enrolment process. 

 

2. People who may be involved in the class selection process are as follows: 

 The child’s class teacher. 

 The school’s transition teachers. 

 Parent(s) of a special needs child. 

 Parent(s) who have views regarding family grouping. 

 Other staff involved in the child’s education, such as specialists who have specific special needs 

information. 

 Pre-school staff. 

 First Steps, Junior Unit, Middle Unit and Senior Unit staff. 

 The Principal. 

 

3. Parents are to write to the Principal stating any educational considerations by Friday, 20th September. 

 Records of decisions which have been made regarding placement of children for various reasons, 

especially behaviour, will be kept. 

 The Principal/delegate will be responsible for keeping this information. 

 All requests will receive either a verbal or written reply so parents understand staff reasons for 

student placement. 

 

4. If there has been an on-going concern during the year and there has been contact between the parent, 

teacher and Principal, a child could be moved to another class in the following year. This action should 

take place only after discussions with the Principal/delegate and the involved parties. 

 

5. In the event of new students altering the class structure or dynamics some children may need to be 

moved to another class early in the school year. 

 

Student enrolment numbers will be a major factor in determining class structures. 



 
 



 

 



STUDENT AWARDS – TERM 3, 2019 
 

Outstanding Achievement in English: 
 

FSN: Samuel S   FSP: Eli V 
JC: Charlotte S   JJ: Sophie B   JR: Owen B 
MD: Tiffany P   MR: Ruby H   MW: Charlotte C 
SA: Riley N    SB: Lily D    SK: Marley K 
SL: Mischa W 

Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics: 
 

FSN: Thalia M   FSP: Grace VS 
JC: Cayden H   JJ: Harley N   JR: Indigo B 
MD: Kyle W    MR: Ethan J   MW: Taj A 
SA: Riley F    SB: Tanner F   SK: Mia A 
SL: Asha M 

Endeavour Award in English: 
 

FSN: Amber L   FSP: Tasman HL 
JC: Scarlett N   JJ: Tayah C   JR: Nathan A 
MD: Charlie W   MR: Tyrone D   MW: Noah P 
SA: Tarniah D   SB: Chad R   SK: Coral HL 
SL: Tait R 

Endeavour Award in Mathematics: 
 

FSN: Benji S    FSP: Blair W 
JC: Levi B    JJ: Hope G   JR: Lacey J 
MD: Jett G    MR: Wilkie H   MW: Sienna H 
SA: Mia S    SB: Rylee G   SK: Lily R 
SL: Sam P 

Outstanding Display of School Values: 
 

FSN: Nikirra S   FSP: Addison H 
JC: Isla G    JJ: Mileah G   JR: Erica K 
MD: Mitchell G   MR: Sophie W   MW: Neriyah T 
SA: Carlos J   SB: Taini H    SK: Gabby K 
SL: Connor B 

Principal’s Award: 
 

FSN: Mia M    FSP: Ella M 
JC: Chase L   JJ Vienna F   JR: Skylah D 
MD: Liam W   MR: Mia L    MW: Ben O 
SA: Ella G    SB: James W   SK: Claudia F 
SL: Ava A 

Outstanding Achievement in Visual Arts: 
FSN: Chase B   FSP: Grace VS 
JC: Chase D   JJ: Chelsea A   JR: Clare P 
MD: Matilda M   MR: Owen G   MW: Harry S 
SA: Katrina O   SB: Kayla G   SK: Marley K 
SL: Jaxon C 

Outstanding Achievement in Performing Arts: 
FSN: Ella M    FSP: Liam W 
JC: India H    JJ:  Harley N   JR: Owen B 
MD: Tiffany P   MR: Keira H   MW: Sebastian S 
SA: Allira L    SB: Will M    SK: Abbie P 
SL: Hugo G 

 


