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BIG HILL
P RIMARY sCHOO™ NUMBER 28 Phone  (03) 5447 7022
1551 Email: big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Website: www.bighillps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/

THURSDAY, 17™ SEPTEMBER 2026

FRIDAY, 18" SEPTEMBER 9:00am assembly — Students of the Term — all welcome @
Pizza Day — no normal food items available but ICED TREATS WILL BE
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY — PAJAMA DAY BUT BRING RUNNERS -
gold coin donation please for the Leukaemia Foundation

LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 — EARLY DISMISSAL 2:30PM

Monday, 4" October First Day for Term 4 — no hat, no play back in effect

Friday, 9 October 2027 Class Placement requests in writing due to Matt

Thursday, 22" October Middle Unit Discovery Excursion — more info tha

Wednesday, 28" October Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday

Monday, 2"¥ November Curriculum Day — Pupil Free Day

Tuesday, 34 November Melbourne Cup Day Sports Day at Flora Hill Athletics Track - more info tha
Wednesday, 11t November Year 5/6 Camp departs

Friday, 13" November Year 5/6 Camp returns

Monday, 23 November Pupil Free Day — Report Writing

School Organisation

Dear Parents, Carers and Greater Community,

As we come to the end of Week 10, it's hard to believe that another term is about to end. It's been a very busy term
with lots accomplished and many big events occurring including the Year 3/4 camp, gym programs, incursions and our
School Review to name a few! Term 4 is our longest term, with 11 full weeks of learning set to occur and many events
to stage leading to the grand celebration of the year’s learning before we dismiss for the summer break. Here’s a
rundown of reminders before the holidays and leading into the start of Term 4:

STAFFING

We've had a few staff become unwell this week as there is a nasty cold doing the rounds and some cases of
INFLUENZA A in the school. Due to exposure, several of our staff have become unwell as a result. A good habit is
when your child is sick, do a flu/covid test to see if they are positive. If they are... keep them home and advise us of
the positive case... this prevents spread and also allows us to warn classes of cases and to be on the lookout.

GYM PROGRAMS

Today was our final FOUNDATION gym session, seeing the end of our GYM program offsite for the year. The
children have really enjoyed this extra addition to our curriculum, and we thank the community for paying accounts as
we aren’t funded for this activity. As a school we feel it is really valuable though, as all ages love gym and get a lot out
of the visits. You just can’t offer such a high-class program onsite — the extensive equipment at the venues visited
gives children access to trampolines, foam pits, balance beams and much more. We hope to offer it again next year
and keep prices as reasonable as possible.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

We had a very productive September meeting of School Council on Tuesday night. Some of the highlights were
discussing the holiday program going ahead onsite at Big Hill PS thanks to TheirCare, relocating on Extreme Fire
Danger Days, current finances, planning for 2027, our recent School Review and much more. Our next meeting is on
Tuesday, 20" October at 7:00pm.

PARENT CARER OPINION SURVEY - HAVE YOU HAD YOUR SAY? LAST CHANCE!

Thank you to the 21 families who have taken the time to complete this survey. It's really appreciated. Tomorrow is your
last chance to do the survey before it closes. If you could, please attend to the survey which is housed on COMPASS
under the NEWS FEED ASAP, the extra numbers doing the survey would be beneficial.

THEIRCARE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM - HAVE YOU BOOKED IN?

We are pleased to announce that TheirCare are running a two-week holiday program onsite. Thanks to many families
who have booked in. If there is a need, the program will hopefully always be viable and can run. It may still be
possible to book in — but | would be actioning this ASAP so you don’'t miss out. Communications of how to book in
have been shared via TheirCare and through our newsletter.



mailto:big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bighillps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/

UPDATED INFORMATION!

CHANGES TO WHAT BIG HILL PS DOES ON AN EXTREME FIRE DANGER DAY THIS SEASON

To help families distinguish what school looks like for Big Hill PS on different fire danger days, we will be using this
graphic below to help communicate clearly:

MODERATE: Big Hill Primary School will OPERATE as
usual

Big Hill Primary School will OPERATE and
Monitor Conditions
EXTREME: Big Hill Primary School to RELOCATE to
Kangaroo Flat Primary School

CATASTROPHIC: Big Hill Primary School will CLOSE

On an Extreme Day, instead of dropping your children off at Big Hill PS, you would drop them off at KFPS where they
would be met at GATE 4 by Big Hill PS staff who would then run classes with Big Hill PS students only in the KFPS

gym.

We would also have separate play times to KFPS students - in essence we run a Big Hill PS Day with students and
staff onsite at KFPS, but have separate work areas and play times, including different drop off and pick up times. We
are not allowed to have anyone, including staff, onsite at Big Hill PS on an Extreme Day.

It is important to note two additional considerations for families:

1.) OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE will be cancelled. There will be no option on an EXTREME FIRE DAY for
OSHC as a result. Families would need to drop off at KFPS after 8:50am and pick up soon after 3:15pm.

2.) Both buses — the town Christians Bus and our Ravenswood bus will not run. For those who use the buses,
you would need to also drop off and pick up during the above times.

These factors may or may not change your ability to get to KFPS ...so your family then has the decision to make —
send to KFPS between 8:50am and 3:15pm OR make other arrangements for them to stay home or spend the day
with a family member. Also understand that this decision to relocate on EXTREME FIRE DAYS is made by the
Department of Education under guidance from Emergency Management and in the best interests of keeping students,
staff and the community safe. We will continue to keep you updated as we approach the official FIRE DANGER
SEASON which commences on October 15t

If an Extreme Day is called in Term 4, we must close and relocate. We won’t know when this is occurring until 4:00pm
the day before an Extreme Day, so please commence checking Compass each afternoon as we move into Term 4 and
beyond.

Once announced, a COMPASS EVENT will be posted for you to advise if your child will attend KFPS or not,
the afternoon before the scheduled EXTREME DAY. This will be around 4:00pm-4:30pm. Families need to
advise if their child/ren are attending or not, enabling us to plan staff and resources.

Teachers will have work set to complete at KFPS, though it will be done without devices etc. Other considerations
like medications etc, will be taken care of — we will take what we need to KFPS for the day. If an EXTREME DAY is
called on a canteen day, this also would not run and orders will be transferred to the next scheduled canteen day...
families will need to send a packed lunch for the days onsite at KFPS.

FREE HAMPERS OR INDIVIDUAL ITEMS

On the foyer table we have all the items pictured available for FREE to any family who would like them @& . Stock is
renewed every Thursday, so please come and help yourself — we all can use some help sometimes and we get the
items for free, so please come and have a look! If you can’t make it in, please let us know and we can send home
items with your child if you prefer.

This week we have Garden Veggies with Brown Rice & Red Lentil Dahl, along with more soups &




MCKERN FRESH FRUIT

We would like to thank the McKern Steel Foundation and
sponsors for supplying the fruit, the students love receiving this

delivery each week.

Here are Nixon and Izzy with their apple & mandarin

BIRTHDAYS

Happy birthday to Poppy H, Phoenix B, Maeve B, Arlow D, Archer
B, Layla B, Lucas Q, Evelynne K, Harvey B, Mitchell G, Zoe B,

Lleyton H, Tithorpi P, Abigail HF, Jax W & Billy A.

THE RESILIENCE PROJECT

Staff have chosen the following students
to receive this week’s GEM award for:

Gratitude

SOCIAL MEDIA
& CYBER SAFETY

Foundation Noah P
Junior Unit Huxley T
Middle Unit Lily C
Senior Unit wil G
BIG REWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to the following students who have
received 15 Big Rewards, well done & :

Oliver T
Charlotte Q
Abby V

Ned D

Chloe V
Piper C (MED)

FEEEEE

CANTEEN NEWS

VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME &

Helpers are wanted between 9:00am — 10:00am or
12:45pm — 1:45pm on Fridays only, once or twice
per term.

If you would like to help, please leave your details
at the Office and | will contact you.

A current Working With Children Check is all that
is required and can be applied online for FREE.

We appreciate all offers of help as this enables the
continuation of the canteen and assists with
economical pricing on our extensive menu.

Thank you,

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager

Navigating the Digital World:
Your GPS for the Online Adventure

School’s Out...

But Are the Screens Taking Over?
The holidays are here the routines are disappearing
and our kids are still very much online.
Ahhh, school holidays.
No school lunches to pack.
No homework.
No mad dash out the door.
No standing in the kitchen at 8:27am yelling:
"SHOES! Where are your SHOES?”
For two glorious weeks, the morning routine relaxes a
little.  Unfortunately, another member of the family
often sees the school holidays as its opportunity to
move in, put its feet on the coffee table and make itself
very comfortable.

The screen.

And with recent Australian research showing that §7.5%
of under 167s are still using at least one age-restricted
social media platform, despite Australia’s new social
media laws, it's probably worth having a little holiday
chat about what our kids are actually doing online.
Because school might be taking a break.

The digital world certainly isn't

“But | thought they couldn't use social media anymore?”
This is where things get interesting. Australia’s under 16
social media laws have changed the landscape, but they
haven't magically removed young people from social
media. Some are accessing platforms without accounts.
Some are finding ways around age restrictions. And, as
we've talked about previously, there are other places
such as messaging and gaming platforms where young
people can still connect. So, if you're picturing
Australia’s teenagers reluctantly putting down their
phones and heading outside to build a cubby...

You may want to hold off buying the hammer and nails.




The reality is that our kids are still online. Which makes
the school holidays a pretty good time to think about
balance. Not all screen time is created equal.

We tend to lump everything together as SCREEN TIME.
But an hour spent FaceTiming Nan isn't necessarily the
same as an hour endlessly scrolling through short
videos.

Playing an online game with school mates isn't
necessarily the same as sitting alone scrolling social
media at midnight.

Making a ridiculous stop-motion movie, editing photos,
drawing digitally or researching how to build something
isn't the same as mindlessly consuming whatever an
algorithm serves up next.

So instead of always asking:

"How long have you been on that thing?”

try:

“What are you doing?”

“Who are you talking to?”

and perhaps the most interesting one:

"How does being on there make you feel?”

Those answers can tell us much more than the screen-
time counter.

The Great Aussie Holiday Screen Reset

Now, I'm not suggesting a complete digital detox. I'm
also not suggesting you ceremoniously lock every
device in a cupboard and announce that the family will
spend the next fortnight reconnecting with nature. You
might make it until lunchtime.

Instead, aim for balance, not battle.

Let them game.

Let them message their mates.

Let them watch something completely ridiculous.

But chuck a few other things into the holiday mix too.
Ride a bike. Kick the footy. Walk the dog. Go to the
pool. Read something. Cook something. Catch up with
mates in actual 3D. Explore somewhere local. Help
around the house. Yes kids, apparently this counts as an
activity. And here’s a particularly endangered childhood
experience: Let them be bored.

We don't need to fill every quiet moment with a screen.
Boredom is often where imagination finally gets a
chance to clock on for work.

The device needs a bedtime too

Holiday bedtimes understandably become a little more
flexible. But 7/ don’t have school tomorrow” doesn't
suddenly mean a developing brain no longer requires
sleep.

A phone beside the bed can turn:

Il just check one thing...”

into:

scroll... scroll.. message... video... scroll...
and suddenly it's tomorrow.

Consider having a family charging spot outside
bedrooms or agreeing on a time when devices finish for
the night. And yes, this works considerably better when
the adults aren’t lying in bed scrolling until midnight
either. Apparently, our children notice these things.
Rude, really.

Keep an eye on more than the clock
During the holidays, look beyond how many hours your
child spends online.

Notice what happens afterwards.

Are they happy?

Relaxed?

Laughing with mates?

Creating something?

Or are they regularly coming away angry, anxious, upset
or completely unable to put the device down? Screen
use that is constantly interfering with sleep, family time,
friendships, physical activity or mood deserves a closer
look. Sometimes the issue isn't how much they're using
technology. It's what that technology is doing to them
while they're there.

The Parent Tip Box

Before the holidays begin, have a quick family yarn. Not
a 47-minute lecture delivered while your child stares
lovingly at the Wi-Fi router. Just a conversation. Talk
about when devices are okay and when you'd like them
put away. Keep meals, outings and some family time
screen-free.  Know which apps, games and platforms
they're using. Check privacy and safety settings. Ask
who they're talking to. Remind them not to share
personal information with people they only know
online. And make sure they know that if something
goes pear-shaped online, coming to you for help is
always an option. Even if they've made a mistake.

The Bottom Line

The school holidays don't have to become a battle
between parents and screens. Technology can
absolutely be part of a great holiday.

Our kids can game.

Chat.

Create.

Watch.

Laugh.

And stay connected with their mates.

But there should probably also be some sunshine,
movement, sleep, family, friends and good old-
fashioned mucking around thrown into the mix.

Australia’s social media laws might provide another
layer of protection, but they're a safety net not a
babysitter. Our kids haven't suddenly disappeared from
the digital world. And over the holidays, when they've
got a lot more time to spend there, they still need us
helping them navigate it.




So, this school holidays, don't aim for a screen-free house. Aim for a screen-smart one. A little online. A little offline. A little boredom.
And hopefully enough fresh air that everyone remembers there is, in fact, still a world on the other side of the Wi-Fi.

Balance, not battle.

That's a holiday goal | reckon we might actually have a chance of achieving.

Safe travels on the internet highway, where your data's the passenger, and you're the navigator!
Kate Dole

STUDENT SPORTING NEWS
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U12 Grand Final Winners by 2 points!!
L-R: Koby, Otis (co-captain), Cooper (co-captain),
Logan, Sonny, Vincenzo, Parker & Mason

Coach dads: Matt, Dean & Mason.
(Makenzie & Bentley not pictured)

Abby V — Basketball Grand Final winner "
Middle Unit Cricket Melbourne Stars Cricket Clinic
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CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY FOR 2027

Purpose
To create the best possible learning environment, which is equitable, to all students and their
families.

Guidelines

7.
2.
3.

That the underlying principles are educational and in the best interests of all children,

That involvement in the process is within the framework of specified criteria,

That the final responsibility for class placement and / or pupil movement remains primarfly
with the Principal / delegate.

Implementation
1. The specified criteria for movement of a child from one class to another are as follows:

Special needs of children (ie: emotional, psychological, behavioural, disabilities),

Equitable distribution of children (ie: learning, gender, behaviour considerations),

Within Unit requests (ie: for children to be placed or not placed within a class for family
groupings),

Flexibility in grouping will be encouraged in movement between Units or Year levels,

Children should have at least one friend accompany him or her to the next class,

Parents of a Preschool child are provided with the opportunity to indicate a friend with whom
they would like their child placed as part of the enrolment process.

2. People who may be involved in the class selection process are as follows:

The child’s class teacher,

The school’s transition teachers,

Parent(s) of a special needs child,

Parent(s) who have views regarding family grouping,

Other staff involved in the child’s education, such as specialists who have specific special
needs information,

Preschool staff,

Foundation, Junior Unit, Middle Unit and Senior Unit staff,

The Principal.

3. Parents are to write to the Principal stating any educational considerations by Friday, 9™ October.

Records of decisions which have been made regarding placement of children for various
reasons, especially behaviour, will be kept,

The Principal / delegate will be responsible for keeping this information,

All requests will receive either a verbal or written reply, so parents understand staff reasons
for student placement.

4. |f there has been an ongoing concern during the year and there has been contact between the
parent, teacher and Principal, a child could be moved to another class in the following year. This
action should take place only after discussions with the Principal / delegate and the involved
parties.

5. In the event of new students altering the class structure or dynamics, some children may need to
be moved to another class early in the school year.

Student enrolment numbers will be a major factor in determining class structures.




STUDENT OF THE TERM AWARDS — TERM 3

FC: Evie O
JAR: Oliver B
MED: Piper C

SB: Bonnie S
FC: Jameson H
JAR: Axel P
MED: Harvey

SB: Axel N

FC: Theodore H
JAR: Lucy M
MED: Layla R

SB: Harry E

Mia M
Eden M

Phoenix B
Heath B

Ashlyn W
Rydah L

Foundation: MUSIC  Junior Unit: ART Middle Unit: CHINESE = Senior Unit: STEM

FC: Lyla M
JAR: Abby V
MED: Connie P
SB: Valentine J

ENGLISH

FN: Piper C

JL: Phoebe |

MP: Emma P MWA:
SJ; Makenzie B SK:
MATHEMATICS

FN: Ada M

JL: Mason M

MP: Callum V MWA:
SJ: Conor F SK:

SCHOOL VALUES

FN: Marcus K

JL: Elijah Q

MP: Sienna D MWA:
SJ: Otis M SK:

SPECIALISTS

FIN: Maeve B

JJ: Willow S

MP: Mitchell G MWA:
SJ: Evelynne K SK

Levi K
Saira S
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Where Kids love to be!

pass the POpcornl‘

Book now at TheirCare.com.au
Save up to 90% with the Child Care Subsidy

*Activities shown are just some of the fun activities available, check your service fiyes for details!

The piace to be these holidays!

* SPRING 2026 HOLIDAY. PROGRAM

Scan to find your
nearest holiday
program location

Holiday Program Important Information!

What to bring wa,

D A healthy morning tea and lunch E_‘j' 5
W

D Alabelled drink bottle for water )

D Suitable clothing for an active day — closed toe shoes
and jacket if wet/cold

D SunSmart hat for Springand ~1 -—}

Summer holidays k ?Dg;
D Medical Management Plan &

Medication if applicable — see below for details

Don't forget!

[:] Keep your lunchbox nut-free to keep everyone safe
D Do not include food items that need to be reheated
[ Labet aititems with child's name!

D Bus departure and arrival times are indicative only.
For an accurate estimated time of arrival and
departure please contact your service directly.

Personal belongings

Electronic devices, money and other valuables
should be left at home.

If brought to the service, these items remain the
responsibility of the family. TheirCare does not
accept responsibility for lossor d

9

TheirCare provides

Breakfast and afternoon tea snack

Water to refill bottles

Unexpected changes
to activities

In the unlikely event that an activity is unable
to run, an alternative activity will be provided.

Activities and times are subject to change due _111'1'

to unforeseen circumstances such as severs
weather or provider availability. If an alternative cannot be
sourced we will update your invoice to reflect this.

General daily advertised activities are subject to change due
to unforeseen circumstances, at the discretion of the service
coordinator.

Serious stuffl =

Medical Management
Pian £ Medication
All children who have been diagnosed with a medical

condition including allergies, food/chemical intolerances,
anaphylaxis, asthma, epilepsy will need to provide:

[ = completed Medical Manag Plan with
acolour photo

D necessary medication

Please note it is a legal requirement under the Education &
Care National Regulations and the Terms and Conditions for
booking that these are provided.

In the interests of child safety, care may be refused on the
day should the appropriate documentation or medication or
medication not be supplied.

Child Care Subsidy

Please note that subsidised hours are calculated and
allocated by Centrelink on a fortnightly basis. Check
Centrelink for eligibiligy.

Fortnightly childcare subsidised hours

Each session is calculated using the full service operational hours,
not the hours attended by the child.

Additional Child Care subsidy will not cover any hours beyond the
subsidised hours per fortnight.

Refer to TheirCare Holiday Program FAQ
https://theircare.com.au/holiday-programs/
for further information and example.

Changes to your booking

v, ]
Simply log into your account anytime to make the 2
relevant changes or call us between 8:30am - 9:00pm &“:r_

weekdays on 1300 072 410. ————

Fees for changes to your booking

More thanSdays | LessthanS days”

No Charge $10.00

*Less than & days from the start of the session.
If child does not attend and we are not notified in advance,
full fee plus $10.00 fee is applied.

When making additional bookings, the $10.00 fee is eligible
for the Child Care Subsidy, which means you may only need
to pay the gap, depending on your families’ circumstances.

T

)

Th rCa QS If gou have any questions, please speak with ene of our friendly
Educaters or call Customer Suppert en 1300 072 410,




Big Hill PS TheirCdre
£ Times 7.00am - &:00pm

@ TheirCdare

“With the maximum CHILD CARE SUBSIDY. “Witheut the CHILD CARE SUBSIDY. Please note:
all prices are curment at the time of pristing and may be cebject to change withost notice.

Q. call 0475 072 819

1. Child Care Subsidy

The amount you can get depends on:
2 your family’s income
2 the type of childcare you use
3 the age of your child

& the hours of recognised activities
you and your partner do

2. Additional Child Care Subsidy

This is extra support for some families including:
grandparents / great grandparents

families moving from an income
support payment to work

those experiencing temporary hardship

Claim these subsidies
via myGov

o

For more information, call Theircare on .71300 072 410

@ Location 5644 Calder Hwy, BIGHILL VIC 3555

Excursion

tllrilﬂl

ays: Arrive at the service by 8:00 am. Pick-up after 3-30 pm - please note this is an indicative time only, check with service coordingtor to confirm pick-up fimes. Wear runners & socks. =
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MONDAY

T T T

21 SEP 22 SEP

yeou creabz Pl o
Halls, put your balance i-:l
tezmrwcak o the test in & fun
Bafancing Relay, race through
the cokourful Cofour Quest
Challenge, and umwind with
refreshing Spring Yoga
From as low as 5687
Full Fee SEEET™

L N L L LY

MONDAY

P TR Y EAN TR YRTETRATRURFTYRYFACISTIRTEIEALLY

compete ks 3 true lam

champion Design a Puffy Paint

Favourite Team Jumper, test
your origami skills in the Pocket

Hoaope Challenge, play balloon

rally  fun twist on volieybal
and finizh the: day with 2 group

game of Chain T4

From as low as 5587
Full fee SEO.ET™

TUESDAY

1.';|blle Top
Soccer Stars

TUESDAY

& sperial quest iz joining us
1|1:I.3\|I Torthe Li1|rnalz Star

i ﬂm,u;ure
Principak Office.

From a low as 50737
Full fee 507377

WEDNESDAY

FrrivrnvamrTEmEN

Tedm Spirit

:E:prmrua\nw bzzm flag
before putting it to the test in
the action-packed Team Flag
Relay. Challenge your skils with
Rumbers Socres, create your
v DT Cheer Fom Poms, nd
et ready bo chesr on your team
with a Crafty Megaphona

From as lowas 5857
Full Fee 55367

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

P T T T

23 SEP 24 SEP

Pickleball
Creations

marbled paint, then take your
perzonaized paddle and set

o the court for 3 fun-filld
& Kzep the !Efl]'l':l]ll'l]

artistic skils o ffe

From as low as 58577
Full fse 585207

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

TrsvrrratEruvERAnE

> (@) 25 sep

mamravENEsRRaNIuEaE

FRIDAY

Y ER Y YT T T ETFRTEY RN Y EY IR Y YAT AT T RTFUCFIFUYFT IR PANAN AR

Fish are Friends
Globe

we have some supsr fun snow

activities planned for us to get

or STEH on!

From as low as 5357°
Full Fee 555707

Fuel to Win

Fued up and get ready to win
Discover how athietes prwer
their bodies with sporty snacks,
teamwnrk and action Creste
‘your men Half-Time Enengy
Balls, hlend q]u:hi 5 Banana

Puower Bio
enjoy & fun game Salad
befors w=ing your enengy to
tzke on the exciting Fusl to Win
Relsy Race

From as low ag 5687
Full Fee 56257

Team up 1n lbecome & Human
Machine, build Crashr-Tast

friznids, folivwed by chooze your
oW adventure.

From at low as S6ET
Full pea 560 6T




THANK YOU TO MCKERN STEEL FOUNDATION AND SPONSORS

wZ7d fresh
‘ fruit
friday

Running for over 3 decade,
the program now delivers
1,500kg of free fruit to

Bendigo school children
every week.

T ————

Il Mckern steel”
f foundation

y ﬁ—.—*._l 0 @ @mckernsteelfoundation

Made possible thanks to McKern Foundation and our supporting partners:

=
?URPHP)

M EE

air conditioning

Adroit

Insurance & Risk

! Bendigo
Community
\I Health

Services

KIESER

PHYSIO | REHAB | STRENGTH

@ Bendigo
é Telcog

Your
business
here

Jknab | 4 s cus
Want to support the program? Contact us to sponsor and provide more fruit to your school.

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO BE A PART OF THIS WONDERFUL PROGRAM &)




