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CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, 2ND APRIL  LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – EASTER HAT PARADE 9am!! 
     Student Awards Assembly after parade 
     OUT OF UNIFORM DAY – gold coin donation please 
     P&F Easter Raffle, Guess the Eggs & Colouring Comp drawn 
     2:30pm finish        
Monday, 20th April   First Day of Term 2 
Tuesday, 21st April   Footsteps commences – whole school – please consent and pay on Compass ASAP 
 

School Organisation 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Greater Community, 
 
With only tomorrow to go, Term 1 is almost complete. Tomorrow is rather busy though and Term 2 is not too far away, 
so advise having a read through today’s newsletter to stay up-to-date and prepared. Being on the front foot is the best 
way forward 놴놲놵놶놷놳 
 
STAFFING 
This week we have had Education Support officers, Jenny Brown and Amy Mountjoy, away all week. This has given 
us a chance to trial some young casual Education Support workers – with Keely Farnell, Jaci Rutter and Molly Heard 
Van Emmerik all working different days this week. When we return next term Jenny and Amy will continue their 
absence for the first two weeks of school. Illness has also struck and taken Education Support workers – Tammy and 
Clare out of the picture also – meaning that we have been short staffed with our Education Support due to no Jenny, 
Amy, Tammy and Clare on set days. We welcomed Eve Acquisto back to Big Hill today also, covering Kate’s class 
due to a medical appointment. 
 
END OF TERM OUT OF UNIFORM 
Our SRC have met and decided that tomorrow is out of uniform, with students encouraged to bring a donation for the 
ROYAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL. If your child would like to come out of uniform tomorrow, 
Thursday the 2nd of April, please remember that they should be SunSmart and will need a monetary donation for the 
RCH. A gold coin is enough, however if you would like to donate more, this is welcomed as the RCH is a facility that 
many of our families have needed in the past…and sadly, may need in the future. 
 
EASTER RAFFLE AND COMPETITIONS 
Thanks to everyone who sold tickets, donated prizes, and supported the competitions. We will announce winners 
tomorrow at our awards ceremony. A big thank you to our P&F for coordinating this wonderful fundraiser. We will 
advise how successful it has been early next term 놴놲놵놶놷놳 
 
EASTER HAT PARADE 
We have an Easter Hat Parade scheduled for tomorrow morning at 9am. All children are encouraged to come to 
school with Easter Themed hats. Some children may not celebrate Easter, so we welcome a themed hat of their 
choice – eg flowers, Big Hill themed, sports themed, Character/Movie themed etc. It’s also totally fine for any child to 
choose their own hat theme even if they celebrate Easter. It’s all just for a bit of fun. We will have each class do a 
couple of laps of the undercover area with participation the focus, rather than having designated winners. All students 
who make the effort will receive a certificate of appreciation.  
 
HAMPERS FOR FAMILIES 
We have multiple hampers bagged in our foyer for families who would appreciate the additional support of some 
groceries heading into the holidays. The photos below show what's on offer, so don't be shy...drop in and help yourself 
to one. We only ask that adults collect these hampers please. Should you need more than what is on offer reach out to 
one of us...Erin, Janet, Dean, Ainsley, Chris or myself. Happy to help. Alternatively email me to have one sent home 
Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au. If you are shy or prefer to be discreet, drop in at 3.30pm when things have 
quietened down...and help yourself. Remember we are here to help you. Don't do it alone. 
 
 

 



 
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
School photo day went off really well on Monday. A big thank you to our School and Vice Captains for their excellent 
work organising classes for MSP throughout the morning. If you missed ordering photos, you can still do so on 
Compass, ordering after 6th April will incur a processing fee. Don’t forget also that School Captain and SRC photo 
envelopes went home with these students…and need to be returned tomorrow to ensure you don’t miss out. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
We have just updated our Attendance Policy which is now live on our webpage. Please remember if your child is 
away, you need to contact the school to advise. Children should be at school every day unless there is a valid reason. 
If you do not let us know why your child is away, we are legally required to contact you by COMPASS message, text or 
phone call. Please work with us by advising early in the day if your child is away. I’ll be checking through attendance 
rates during the holidays and emailing families to advise of low attendance percentages in the hopes that families 
become more aware and work with the school to improve attendance. If you hear from me, it’s just a friendly reminder 
of attendance goals and how we can improve this together moving forward. 
 
ASSEMBLY REMINDER FOR TERM 2 
Remember when we return next term our assemblies will move to Friday afternoons at 2.55pm. We are trialling this 
new time next term to see if it makes Monday mornings more productive, less hectic and smoother for students. 
 
STUDENT AWARDS 
Tomorrow, straight after our EASTER HAT PARADE (around 9.30am) we will present our Term 1 winners. Selected 
students are announced in today’s newsletter, so take a look and be very proud if your loved one has been chosen. 
Hopefully you can make it tomorrow to see them presented on stage. Congratulations to all Term 1 winners!  
 
EARLY DISMISSAL – TOMORROW, THURSDAY THE 2ND OF APRIL 
The school holidays commence TOMORROW, Thursday the 2nd of April, with school dismissing at 2.30pm in line with 
schools across the region. Please adjust your pickup times to 2.30pm as a result of the early dismissal or book your 
child into OSHC by contacting THEIRCARE if you cannot arrive earlier. Our Ravenswood and Kangaroo Flat Town 
Bus will run at this earlier time also – so please adjust your pickup times from bus stops to ensure your child is not left 
waiting alone. Parents should note that dismissal is at 2.30pm and children must be picked up by 2.45pm when our 
duty teachers leave the yard. Our Office will also close at 3pm, so please make contact before this time if you require 
anything. 
 
HOLIDAY SECURITY 
Whilst we have CCTV cameras installed around the school, there’s nothing more powerful than a community watching 
over school when driving nearby. If you see any suspicious behaviour on the school grounds over the next two weeks, 
don’t hesitate to report it directly to Victoria Police by calling 000. They will come and doublecheck – so don’t worry if 
you aren’t sure if reporting is required. Better to be safe than sorry! 
 
TERM 2 RETURN 
Term 2 will commence on Monday the 20th of April at 9am. We look forward to seeing everyone back onsite ready for 
another productive term at this time. 
 
MCKERNS FRESH FRUIT 
 
We would like to thank McKerns and sponsors for supplying the fruit throughout Term 1, the students love receiving 
this delivery each week.  
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Bailey F, Makenzie B, Diamond T, Harrison B, Zaylan D, Ruby S, Maisie C, Cooper C, Piper C & 
Parker H. 
 
Term 1 has been very successful. Our Foundation students have settled in well and all other classes are working 
extremely well! Behaviour has improved significantly from the end of last year and class time has been very 
productive. I thank you and our staff for the outstanding work you have done to ensure your child/ren have blossomed 
in Term 1. With continued work for the remaining terms, we are set for a very positive year. With the Easter break 
commencing please be safe on the roads during this busy time. I look forward to seeing everyone back in Term 2. 
 
 
Kind regards, Happy Easter if you celebrate and happy holidays 
 

 
Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

 
 



 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
& CYBER SAFETY 

 

Navigating the Digital World:  Your GPS for the Online Adventure 
 

Holiday? More Like Hide Your Data! 
 
Ah, holidays.  The sun, the sand, and the sacred freedom of switching off… unless your phone keeps 
pinging like a kookaburra on espresso.  With fuel prices keeping many of us closer to home this year, 
it’s tempting to think a “staycation” means zero worries, but your digital life still needs looking after. 
 
Wi-Fi Wonderland: Or Not 
Free hotel, café, or even your mate’s “guest Wi-Fi” can feel like striking gold, but sometimes it’s more 
like a croc in the billabong, looks safe, but don’t get too close.  Avoid logging into banking apps or 
sharing personal info unless you’ve got a proper VPN.  Otherwise, you might return from your 
backyard BBQ with a tan and someone else’s online shopping spree on your tab. 
 
Social Media Flex: Think Twice 
Posting that flawless sunset pic from your local beach or a cheeky shot of your backyard cricket.  
Cute!  But also telling every wannabe burglar you’re taking a day off.  Consider scheduling posts for 
later or just enjoy the moment offline.  Your mates will survive one day without seeing your avocado 
smash or the tragic collapse of your sandcastle. 
 
Charging Stations Aren’t Innocent 
Airport USB ports look handy, like finding a sausage sizzle on a hot day, but plug in at your peril.  
Public charging can be a sneaky malware delivery.  Bring your own charger and stick to wall sockets. 
Your phone (and dignity) will thank you. 
 
Passwords Are Like Sunscreen 
Slap them on generously and often!  Reusing passwords is basically inviting cybercrime to your 
beachside BBQ.  Make them strong, unique, and don’t scribble them on a napkin next to your Tim 
Tams. 
 
Backup Before You Bask 
Nothing ruins a holiday faster than a drowned phone, stolen bag, or a rogue magpie swooping down 
and taking your camera.  Cloud backups are your best mate here, so your snaps of the surf, the 
shrimp on the barbie, or even your ill-fated attempt at cricket on the sand aren’t gone forever. 
 
Beware the “Freebies” Trap 
Free apps, giveaways, or dodgy travel apps can be more dangerous than a redback in your doona.  If 
it looks too good to be true, it probably is.  Check permissions and reviews before downloading, or 
risk getting more than just a virus, like a lifetime supply of spam emails. 
 
Whether you’re exploring the coast or just your own backyard thanks to fuel prices, enjoy your 
holiday like a true Aussie: barefoot, sunburnt, and with all your digital ducks safely in a row.  Because 
nothing’s worse than coming back from a staycation only to find your online life has gone walkabout! 
 
Safe travels on the internet highway, where your data's the passenger, and you're the navigator! 
 
Kate 
 



 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 
 

EASTER RAFFLE 
Thank you so much to everyone who donated items and purchased tickets, it was fantastic 놴놲놵놶놷놳.  Winners will be 
announced at tomorrow’s assembly and as a Compass post.  Happy Easter everyone 놴놲놵놶놷놳. 
 
EASTER COLOURING COMPETITION/GUESS THE EGGS IN THE JAR 
Winners will be announced at assembly tomorrow with prizes awarded to them 놴놲놵놶놷놳.    
 
MOTHERS’ DAY STALL / RAFFLE 
This will be held next term in week 3, and raffle tickets will be sent home early next term.  Donations of chocolate, 
wine glasses, tissue paper, mugs, beauty products etc would be greatly appreciated 놴놲놵놶놷놳. 
 
Thanks for your support 
 
 
 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE  
 

 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open, and Big Hill PS is excited to be taking part!  Login details 
for the Premiers’ Reading Challenge will be sent home with students this week.  Please keep these details in a safe 
place so your child can log their reading and take part in the challenge.  The Challenge is open to all Victorian 
children from birth to Year 10 and aims to help young readers develop a lifelong love of reading. It is not a 
competition; it is a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 4 September 2026.   
 

Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers.  Children from Year 3 to 10 are challenged to read 15 books.  All children who meet the Challenge will 
receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former Premiers.   
 

To read the Premiers’ letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ 
Reading Challenge, visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-readingchallenge/  Head to 
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home to login and start the challenge!   
 

If you have any questions please contact our Premiers’ Reading Challenge coordinator Emma Tuckwell or Ainsley 
Stanley emma.tuckwell@education.vic.gov.au or ainsley.stanley@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy reading!  https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/26-010-PRC-Socials-Primary.png 
 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

THIS RIAC ONE NEEDS TO GO IN, SENT BY DEAN / CAROLINE – THANKS 놴놲놵놶놷놳 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

TICKETS HANDED OUT TO STUDENTS YESTERDAY –  
MORE FREE CHILD TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICE 

 
 
 



 
 

    
 

      
 

    
 



STUDENTS OF THE TERM – TERM 1 
 

ENGLISH AWARD 
 
FC:   Frankie C  FN: Maeve B 
JAR:   Abigail H   JJ: Connie M 
ME/D: Matilda W  MP: Memphis J   MW/A: Otis J 
SB:   Ella M   SJ: Jazmine T   SK:    Aria P 
 

 

MATHEMATICS AWARD 
 
FC:   Ronin D   FN: Jaxton W 
JAR:   Chloe V   JJ: Nixon L 
ME/D: Logan H   MP: Levi S   MW/A: Mav H 
SB:   Conna B   SJ: Jax N   SK:    Linken A 
 

 

SCHOOL VALUES 
 
FC:   Annie T   FN: Bu Gay Paw T 
JAR:   Rahm S   JJ: Lincoln M 
ME/D: Ava M   MP: Zelda L   MW/A: Claudia K 
SB:   Poppy S   SJ: Macy F   SK:    Rami A 
 
 

SPECIALIST AWARD 
 
CHINESE FC:   Olivia H  FN: Ada M 
MUSIC JAR:   Charlotte S JJ: Evie A 
ART  ME/D: Bailey F  MP: Callum V  MW/A: Lily C 
STEM SB:   Jade L  SJ: Luka H  SK:  Luken T 

 



 
 

 

 
 


