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BIG HILL
PRty aCHOO™ NUMBER 8 Phone  (03) 5447 7022
1551 Email:  big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.bighillps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/
THURSDAY, 26™ MARCH 2026
CALENDAR
Friday, 27" March P1ZZA DAY — no normal food items available — iced treats will be
Monday 30t March SCHOOL PHOTO DAY (ordering done on Compass)
Easter Raffle tickets due at the Office (both sold and unsold please)
THURSDAY, 2N° APRIL LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 — EASTER HAT PARADE 9am!!
Student Awards Assembly after parade
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY - gold coin donation please
P&F Easter Raffle, Guess the Eggs & Colouring Comp drawn
2:30pm finish
Monday, 20" April First Day of Term 2
Tuesday, 218t April Footsteps commences — whole school — please consent and pay on Compass ASAP

School Organisation

Dear Parents, Carers and Greater Community,

Our Term 1 launch for the 2026 school year is almost complete with only a week (or less than) to go! We have quite a
lot happening in the final days, so please have a read through the newsletter to be prepared for what's ahead in the
coming days.

LOST WATCH
A black watch was lost on Tuesday, please contact the Office if found — thank you.

PIZZA DAY TOMORROW — NO NORMAL CANTEEN & LAST CANTEEN DAY FOR TERM 1

Just a reminder that our Pizza Day is tomorrow instead of canteen. Families were given up until today to order for
tomorrow, instead of ordering canteen. If you have missed ordering, you are welcome to drop in a hot lunch for your
child at 1:30pm or send them along with a packed lunch / treat instead. Iced treats are still available.

STAFFING

We welcomed Wendy back into her class on Tuesday and thank Amanda for working the extra days up until Monday.
Roberta has been away a few days this week and has been covered by Aime. We have also had lots of Casual Relief
Teachers working to support planning during Week 9. Bec Trembath, Education Support, has been away sick this
week too... and we have welcomed Jaci Rutter to the school to cover some of Bec’s work and also support whilst Amy
Mountjoy is away on teaching rounds.

CCTV CAMERAS NOW ON SITE

After multiple issues in the school grounds with criminal behaviour resulting in damage to buildings and theft, we were
fortunate enough to get a grant to install CCTV Cameras on the school grounds. These face main entries and areas of
the school and record 24 hours a day. Due to this we have placed our CCTV PRIVACY NOTICE on our website and
available from the Office. The cameras will prevent, support and verify incidents involving criminal behaviour of
anyone on school grounds, capture inappropriate behaviour — including students, staff, visitors or members of the
public, verify and investigate incidents involving students, staff or visitors and provide our Department with visual
coverage during emergencies. The CCTV cameras are not located in private areas such as toilets, changing rooms
etc, are not used to monitor student or staff performance, nor are they hidden or covertly placed. The cameras will be
a great addition to our school to protect our students, staff, community and our valuable assets.

ATTENDANCE

We have just updated our Attendance Policy which is now live on our webpage. Please remember if your child is
away, you need to contact the school to advise. Children should be at school every day unless there is a valid reason.
If you do not let us know why your child is away, we are legally required to contact you by COMPASS message, text or
phone call. Please work with us by advising early in the day if your child is away. Thank you.

PUNCTUALITY — ARRIVE AT SCHOOL BY 9:00AM

Please have your child at school each day by 9:00am. This is important, so they don’t miss the literacy block or
interrupt classes when entering late. Of course, we understand those times where families have had an appointment
first or a drama making them later than normal.
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END OF TERM OUT OF UNIFORM

Our SRC have met and have decided that the last day of term is out of uniform, with students encouraged to bring a donation for
the ROYAL CHILDREN’'S HOSPITAL GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL. If your child would like to come out of uniform next Thursday, 2"
April, please remember that they should be SunSmart (this includes covered shoulder tops/dresses and enclosed toe shoes) and
will need a monetary donation for the RCH.

EVACUATION DRILL TOMORROW

We have a scheduled Evacuation Drill tomorrow where classes and staff will practice doing our Evacuation to the Tiger Turf. This
enables us to train the children in what to do in an emergency — so they aren’t as stressed or unsure when the real thing happens.
Please talk at home tonight about the EVACUATION DRILL so they are prepared — knowing it's not real and just a practice run @ .

CROSS COUNTRY SELECTION TOMORROW

Our Middle Unit and Senior Unit classes will have their Big Hill PS Cross Country selections tomorrow morning on arrival. Please
send your child to school with the appropriate footwear tomorrow. Also advise us if they are unable to participate in writing (or
calling) rather than keeping them at home to avoid. Selection will only take a small part of the day and no one is expected to do
more than they are capable or comfortable of doing.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS

Our School Council met for the first time with our current members, with our AGM occurring and resulting in new office bearers
being elected. Congratulations to our new SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT: Candy Haines, VICE SCHOOL COUNCIL
PRESIDENT: Steve Penno, TREASURER: Aaron Fuller and SECRETARY: Pauline Mulcair.

EASTER RAFFLE AND COMPETITIONS

Don’t forget our wonderful raffle and competitions underway. Please try and sell your tickets and return them with the funds by the
last week of school. Extra books are available. Don’t forget there is a GUESS THE EGGS IN THE JAR and COLOURING
COMPETITION (Toddler, Foundation, Junior Unit, Middle Unit, Senior Unit and Parent / Carer) running for 50c in our Office. A big
thank you to families who have sold tickets, donated goods for prizes and have supported the competitions. It's a bit of Easter fun
and fundraising for our kids.

EASTER HAT PARADE

We have an Easter Hat Parade happening on Thursday, 2" April at 9:00am. All children are encouraged to come to school with
Easter Themed hats (or another themed hat of your child’s choice if Easter is not celebrated). We will have each class do a couple
of laps of the undercover area, with judges selected to choose finalists... and awards presented to the winners in each class. This is
also the last day of Term 1 and a fun way to finish, so why not get behind our first EASTER HAT PARADE by helping your child
prepare. There’s no need to go to a lot of trouble — it's all in the name of fun... so please don’t feel you have to spend hours on the
construction.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY — NEXT MONDAY

Our annual school photo day is next Monday, 30" March — with MSP PHOTOGRAPHY visiting to take individual photos, class
photos, and family photos (if requested and ordered). Information about ordering is on Compass to help you prepare for the big
day. Ensure your child is at school on time Monday, ready to roll. Please note that our Office will close for a 15 minute period just
before school starts to enable us to take our STAFF PHOTO (8:40am).

NO ASSEMBLY MONDAY

Due to school photos, we will not hold a whole school assembly in the morning on Monday. We also have a whole school assembly
on Thursday anyway! Awards will still be presented, but over the PA and photos of winners taken in our library and posted to
COMPASS / FACEBOOK. If you would like your child’s photos to be shared, please attend to photo permissions on COMPASS.
Contact the Office if you need help.

STUDENT AWARDS

Our end of Term is always a time of celebration, occurring next Thursday, 2" April straight after our EASTER HAT PARADE
(around 9:30am). Awards presented include THE ENGLISH AWARD and THE MATHEMATICS AWARD - presented to a student
for either showing great growth in one of these areas or excelling. OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES will
remain, and we have introduced a SPECIALIST AWARD for each room with one of our specialist teachers choosing a winner from
each class for excellent work in their area of study. In an EARLY NEWSLETTER ON WEDNESDAY next week, we will advise our
winners in advance so families can endeavour to make the final assembly to see their child presented!

TERM 2 ASSEMBLIES — FRIDAYS

Don’t forget that we are going to trial doing our assembly of a Friday afternoon, instead of Monday mornings in Term 2. There’s a
couple of reasons for this, namely the interruption to the literacy block of a Monday, anxiety for many students with the start of the
week and a big gathering first off and changing weather conditions — Friday afternoons will be milder in Term 2 @ . More
information will come, but at this stage expect a Friday assembly commencing at 2:55pm in the undercover area when we return in
Term 2. Assemblies will run until the end of the day, with students dismissed by teachers for the weekend directly from assembly.

DOING IT TOUGH?

If your family is doing it tough and groceries, school lunches and snacks are becoming more difficult to purchase, please reach out
to me via email: Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au and I'll discreetly organise a bag of goodies to support. This includes long
life milk, cereal, tuna and rice, tinned fruit, popcorn, vegemite, spaghetti, baked beans etc. If you have already received some
groceries but need more... please just email me, I'm happy to help.

| know it can be hard to ask for help, but rest assured your request will be dealt with discreetly and privately. Remember too — you
aren’t alone... and lots of families are struggling.

Also don’t forget that we run a breakfast club every day for all students. This runs each morning from 8:40am — 8:55am — so send
them to us and we will ensure they have plenty to eat. We even have fresh fruit baskets in class and our foyer for children to help
themselves.
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EARLY DISMISSAL — THURSDAY, 2"° APRIL

The school holidays commence next Thursday, 2" April, with school dismissing at 2:30pm in line with schools across
the region. For Foundation families this might be a new experience, so advising our new members of the community
that in Victoria all schools dismiss an hour earlier on the last day of a term leading into the holidays, except the last
day of the school year where we dismiss at 1:30pm. Next Thursday please adjust your pickup times to 2:30pm as a
result of the early dismissal or book your child into OSHC by contacting THEIR CARE if you cannot arrive earlier. Our
Ravenswood and Kangaroo Flat Bus will run at this earlier time also — so please adjust your pickup times from bus
stops to ensure your child is not left waiting alone. Parents should note that dismissal is at 2:30pm and children must
be picked up by 2:45pm when our duty teachers leave the yard. Our Office will also cIose at 3:00pm, so please make
contact before this time if you require anything. O :

MCKERNS FRESH FRUIT

With thanks to McKerns and sponsors, for our beautiful selection of fruit
this week.

Here are Jax & Maeve with their peach & orange!

BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Logan E, Archie M, Luka H& Ava M.

With an early dismissal next Thursday, it's not long until the end of term. | do hope you have a restful weekend when
you get there and your child returns Monday refreshed for the final 4 days of term!

Until next week...

OMatt Pearce, Principal

FOUNDATION NEWS
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
For always being organised and beginning their work
quickly: STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

FC Prue M
FN Bu Gay Paw T

Catherine, Nicole & Nick

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS

THANKS
A huge thank you to Dean for staying and playing with
our Year 1 students on Monday night.

Also, another huge thank you to Candy and Nicole for
your amazing work laminating our Little Learners
books.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For being a kind and caring friend who includes
others:

JAR Ollie Q
JJ Mason M

Ainsley, Roberta & Jen

For demonstrating our School
specialists’ programs:

Values during

MED LoganH
MP Bonnie E
MWA Kelahni K

Emma, Dean, Pauline, Wendy & Amanda

SENIOR UNIT NEWS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

For showing courage in learning by having a go and
asking for help when needed:

SB Claudia K
SJ Evelynne K
SK Hunter G

Brett, Jayden & Kate

THE RESILIENCE PROJECT

Staff have chosen the following students to receive this week’s GEM award for:

Gratitude

Foundation Jameson H
Junior Unit Zaylan D
Middle Unit Ashlyn w
Senior Unit Ryan W
Specialist Harvey B




SOCIAL MEDIA
& CYBER SAFETY

Navigating the Digital World: Your GPS for the Online Adventure

Online Kindness... or Just More Drama?

Scrolling online can feel a bit like walking into the schoolyard at recess. One minute everything's fine,
the next there’'s drama in the comments, someone’s been “cancelled”, and suddenly everyone's an
expert with something to say.

We hear a lot about being kind online. In fact, you'd think with the amount of “be kind” posts floating
around, the internet would be the nicest place on earth. Spoiler alert... it's not! So what's going on?

Part of the problem is that being online makes it easy to forget there's a real person on the other side
of the screen. It's a lot simpler to fire off a quick comment when you're not standing face to face with
someone. No awkward silence. No teacher giving you the look. No immediate consequences.

And then there's the pile on effect. One person says something negative, another joins in, and before
you know it, it's less about the original post and more about who can come up with the harshest
reply. Not exactly the kindness we keep hearing about.

But here’s the thing. Kindness online isn’t about posting a quote or liking a “spread positivity” meme.
It's what you actually do in the moment. It's choosing not to join in when someone’s being targeted.
It's thinking twice before hitting send. It's backing someone up when others are tearing them down.

It also doesn't mean you have to agree with everyone. You can disagree without being disrespectful.
Big difference.

And let's be honest, a lot of online drama isn't even worth the energy. Half the time it's about
something small that's been blown up way out of proportion. A misunderstanding turns into an
argument, which turns into a full blown comment war. Suddenly people who weren't even involved
are jumping in like it's the grand final.

Stepping away is underrated. Not every comment needs a response. Not every situation needs you
to jump in and “set things straight”. Sometimes the smartest move is to scroll on and get on with
your day.

At the end of the day, the internet is what people make it. If everyone adds a bit more negativity,
that's what it becomes. But if more people choose to be decent humans, even when it's not the
popular option, things start to shift.

No big speech needed. No dramatic posts about kindness. Just small choices, every day.

And maybe... just maybe... a little less drama in the group chat wouldn't hurt either.

Safe travels on the internet highway, where your data's the passenger, and you're the navigator!

Kate




CANTEEN NEWS

PIZZA DAY - TOMORROW
No normal food items are available TOMORROW, but iced treats will be. This will be the last Canteen day for Term 1,
with the Canteen reopening on Wednesday, 22" April in Term 2.

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS

EASTER RAFFLE

Thank you so much to everyone who has already donated
items, it's great to see how creative people are getting with
donating so many items that aren’t chocolate @ . We have
some of the prizes on display at the Office and they are looking
fantastic, thanks again!

RAFFLE TICKETS

Please write your name and phone number or your child’s
name on both sides of each ticket (so you don’t keep any part
of the tickets and the whole book is $10) and return (both sold
and unsold tickets) by Monday, 30" March. Extras are
available from the Office. Thanks for your support

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY NEWS

Big Hill Primary School

Photo Day 2026
Date: Monday 30* March

To Order Photos:

Order via the Compass Portal.

Order your School Photos before midnight Monday 6% April

1L

Late orders can be accepted after 6t April by ordering online via the m
Compass Portal or by contacting 03 5482 3190. Please note that all late
orders will incur an additional $20 postage and handling fee.

/

'
photography

03 5482 3190
admin.mrr@msp.com.au
Www.msp.com.au

Family Photos - Please order online prior to photo day using the Compass
Portal.

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Big Hill PS is excited to be taking part! Login details for the
Premiers’ Reading Challenge will be sent home with students this week. Please keep these details in a safe place so your
child can log their reading and take part in the challenge. The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10
and aims to help young readers develop a lifelong love of reading. It is not a competition; it is a personal challenge for children
to read a set number of books by 4 September 2026.

Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers.
Children from Year 3 to 10 are challenged to read 15 books. All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of
achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former Premiers.

To read the Premiers’ letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge, visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-readingchallenge/ Head to https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home to login and start
the challenge!

If you have any questions please contact our Premiers’ Reading Challenge coordinator Emma Tuckwell or Ainsley Stanley
emma.tuckwell@education.vic.gov.au or ainsley.stanley@education.vic.gov.au

Happy reading! https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/26-010-PRC-Socials-Primary.png
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COMMUNITY NEWS

WR

sharethedignily

Please donate items if you can at any Woolworths store throughout March,
or donate money directly to: https://www.sharethedignity.org.au/home

©RESILIENCE PROJECT.

GEM Chats
Empathy

CREATING WELLEEING HABITS & CONNECTION

GEM Chats help families practice The Resilience Project’s principles, offering a simple
wellbeing check-in while building stronger connections through daily conversations.

HOW TO USE GEM CHATS

Make GEM Chats a part of your dinner routine to reflect, check in,
and practice empathy.

Try these prompts:

Thank each family member for something
they’ve done or said today.

Give each family member a compliment.

Share a time when someone has done
something kind for you this week.
Describe how it made you feel.

Think about someone special in your life.
What makes them special, and how will
you let them know this week?

Who made you feel cared for this week?
What actions did they take?

TOLEARN MORE ABOUT THE RESILIENCE PROJECT, HEAD TO:

B etheresitionceproject— [fJ The Resitionce Project () The Resitience Project theresilienceproject.com.au
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. MERCY JUNORTOUN SPORTING PRECINCT APRIL 7 - 17
ST LIBORIUS PRIMARY SCHOOL APRIL 7 - 17
GIRTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL APRIL7 - 17
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IKELLYSPORTS.COM.AU

CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPORTS SCHEDULES AND PROGRAM INFORMATION ONLINE!

KELLY
SPORT

-y

0- 23 werunns | 7t | a0
0-3:30 t”. e W
00 - 5:00 Kids 7:: Building | POrachute

KELLY
SPORTS

Easter

-] monday-No | chalienge | challenge | challenge | challenge
Session 20ne zone. z0n€ z0ne

. Coach:
00 - 10:00 Cray | tennis | Coochvs | cricket
A A A OOR PLA

Mini Golf | Soccer t

0:30 . Madness Bonanza
Infiatable el Inflatable

0 00 Volleyball ‘Soccer T-Ball
Kids
Choice
AFL
Parachute
Games

) KELLY
SPORTS

TUESDAY
TTH APRIL

HEDNESDAY

STH APRIL 10TH APRIL

DLl et cricket | 45 | Lacrosse | Netbal
i
Kids Tow Squash
0 0 Tennis | puilding Ganes st
- e v
00 - 5:00 oy | an m‘"‘;‘ Soccer | TuBot

ST LIBORJUS EASTER

KELLY
SPORTS

0 00 challenge | challenge | challenge | challenge = challenge
z0ne z0ne zone &
T Basketball m;:“ ”‘m"" inflatable | T-Ball
OR A A DA OOR PLA
230 O | year unas AFLGrid | Inflatable | Dodgeball
0=12:00 LTRSS e [
ol emseortsl cricket | XIS | tacrosse | Netban
—
Kids iTowty Squash
0 0 Tennis | suilding A st
AFTERNOO AR POINT AWARD A 0
o [ I

EASTER

\
x'i\\L'iTi

AFL Skills
Clinic

MORNING SNACK

11:30 - 12:00
LUNCH TIME &

STRUCTURED
ACTIVITIES

1:30-2:30

FREE THROW
CHALLENGE

Tennis

MYSTERY
MOVIE & KIDS
CHOICE

PENALTY
SHOOTOUT

NERF WARS

Intro & ro
0 00 g
zone e zone z0ne zone
S ————
Soccer OR | ockey | Basketball
00 - 10:00 Inflatable = y paskshs SOoCar
u iy D A DOOR PLA
inflatal U Mini Bat
0:30 0 [ or Soccer | TETE | Mini Golf
Scavenger
Inflatable H Kelly Sports  Crazy
0 00 " Hunt o: T-Ball o | e
0 DANCE OFF OR
: 0 0 0070 0 0 D
00T0 5
Dodgeball | Netball Kids
0 0 Showdown | QR AFL s Netball AFL
=1
0 0 buiding | GamesOR | NERFwaRs | TUBOF | Parachute
(EEE Cricket War Games
00 A AR POINT AWARD 5
00 00 Parachute Kids Capture Cricket Dodgeball
Games | Choice | theFlag | Smash | Showdown




fruit

|‘1 fresh
‘ friday

Running for over 5 decade
the program now delivers '
1,309kg of free fruit to
Bendigo school children
every week.
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Want to support the program? Contact us to sponsor and provide more fruit to your school




