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CALENDAR 

Thursday, 11th September R U OK Day 
    First Steps Gym continues 
Monday, 15th September NO ASSEMBLY due to Concert rehearsals 
    Division Athletics Carnival – qualifying Year 5/6 students 

Tuesday 16th September Junior Concert – matinee & evening tickets ON SALE NOW 
Wednesday, 17th September LAST DAY TO ORDER PIZZA ON COMPASS OR AT THE OFFICE 
Thursday, 18th September First Steps Gym concludes 

Thursday, 18th September Senior Concert – matinee & evening tickets ON SALE NOW 

Friday, 19th September LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 –  

    9:00am Assembly – Students of the Term – ALL WELCOME        

    PIZZA DAY (12:30PM LUNCH) 
    1:15PM COLOUR FUN RUN – fundraising done online-see inside for info 
    OUT OF UNIFORM DAY - WEAR WHITE TO MAKE THE COLOURS POP (gold coin donation please) 

    early dismissal of 2:30pm       
Monday, 6th October  FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 
Wednesday, 8th October Year 5/6 Camp departs 
 

School Organisation 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Greater Community, 
 
Week 8 has been extremely busy in preparation for next week’s Concerts and the conclusion of term. Our students 
continue to work hard in class, however the signs of weariness are showing and the need for a holiday / break more 
apparent. With this in mind, pace your child in the lead up to the break – early nights, quiet times on weekends, 
reduced access to devices, check ins and generally lots of TLC. 
 
GYM PROGRAM 
Our First Steps students continued their Gym program at JETS GYM today – the students are really enjoying their 
gym progress and it’s a highlight of the week.  Next Thursday, 18th September will be the final session.  
 
SCOOTER EDUCATION 
Today was the final scooter session for 2025, with the program hopefully returning in 2026 for our FIRST STEPS and 
JUNIOR UNIT students. 
 
FOUNDATION BAGS 2025 - SURVEY 
Each year, the Department of Education gives every Foundation student attending a Victorian government school a 
bag full of goodies to celebrate this milestone in their education journey. The educational resources and information in 
the bags are aimed at helping students and their families have a great start to the year. The department is inviting 
parents and carers of current Foundation students to complete a short survey about the 2025 Foundation bags, by 
11:59 pm on Sunday, 26th October.  Your feedback will help the department learn what families liked and what can be 
improved in 2026.   
 

You can have your say at: 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMH14avqdzErlNvZfVGzIrU5tURUhQ
Mk5HRVNXSUdCQjdNQzI3VFU0UDhXSi4u&route=shorturl  
The survey takes 5 to 10 minutes. It is voluntary. Responses are anonymous and will not be shared with third parties 
outside the department. For more information, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/prep-bags 
 
WELCOME JASMINE & THANK YOU GIOVANNA 
Giovanna (Jo) has finished her time in Jayden’s class with Jasmine Cordy stepping in to finish out the term.  Welcome 
to Jasmine and thanks to Giovanna.  Jasmine will remain in Jayden’s class until the second week of next term when 
Jayden returns from Paternity Leave.  If you need to contact Jasmine during her time in the Junior Unit please either 
call the school (5447 7022) or email Jasmine at Jasmine.Cordy@education.vic.gov.au. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our second Term 3 meeting occurred Tuesday night and it was short and productive!  We won’t meet now until late in 
October and again in November. 
 
R U OK? 
Today is R U OK? Day across the nation.  R U OK? Day is an annual National Day of Action in Australia that 
encourages people to check in with their friends, family, and colleagues and start meaningful conversations about 
mental health and wellbeing.  The goal is to prevent suicide by fostering social connections and encouraging people to 
support those who may be struggling by simply asking, listening, encouraging action, and checking in regularly. You 
don't need to be a professional to have a life-changing conversation; being a supportive friend and a good listener is 
enough. We have focused on this as a staff and share information on this important day of action in the hope that 
those in our community don’t feel alone and seek the support of others OR offer support around them to others in their 
life that may just need that check in. 
 
SCHOOL CONCERTS – BIG HILL’S GOT TALENT – NEXT WEEK! 
Next week will see our two major concerts of BIG HILL’S GOT TALENT.  We will be holding a matinee (12:30pm) and 
evening performance (6:00pm) on Tuesday, 16th September for Foundation to Year 2 and Thursday, 18th September 
for Year 3-6. Tickets are on sale now on Compass (under the Canteen tile and choosing 12th September as the date) 
or at the Office. If you haven’t seen Nick’s posts on Compass, they are attached for your reference. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please reach out to Nick by calling the school or emailing Nickolas.Reid@education.vic.gov.au 
Next week will be very busy for Foundation to Year 2 on the Monday and Tuesday. Monday will be a dress rehearsal 
beginning at 9:15am and performances on the Tuesday.  Things get busy for Year 3-6 on Wednesday and Thursday – 
with a dress rehearsal throughout most of Wednesday and the performances on Thursday.  It’s going to be a very 
busy time and children will be in a different routine…to help, please keep your child well rested and talk through the 
changes to their programming on the relevant days outlined above.  The Concerts have been a huge amount of work 
for Nick and the children… and we look forward to seeing it all come together next week.  See you there! 
 
NO ASSEMBLY NEXT MONDAY 
Due to dress rehearsals on Monday of next week, we will not be holding a traditional assembly outdoors. A short 
assembly over our PA system will occur instead announcing students of the week etc. – enabling classes to prepare 
for the concert rehearsal. Photos of winners will be taken and posted to Compass – if photo permissions allow of 
course. Just wanted to advise so families know not to come to assembly next week as it will only be via the PA. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY – HAVE YOU HAD YOUR SAY? 
I’ve only had 11 families complete this survey and to get valid data, I need more families to complete it.  A month ago I 
sent out details on COMPASS for completing this year’s PARENT OPINION SURVEY (POS). If you could take the 
time on behalf of your household to give honest feedback, that would be much appreciated. We use this to celebrate 
our successes and look for areas to improve. Please use the PIN 151529 to access. Look for the post on Compass to 
complete and thanks in advance for completing.  This is your last chance! 
 
PLANNING WEEK  
Planning week will conclude tomorrow with specialists having time to prepare for Term 4. Week 9 will see a return to 
the majority of specialist classes, however there will be an alternative timetable due to the productions and dress 
rehearsals… meaning that it won’t be a normal week for any year level. 
 
COLOUR FUN RUN – CLASS LEADER UPDATE! 
Our Colour Fun Run just over a week away!  Currently FIRST STEPS NICOLE / NICK is leading the highest 
fundraising class, with JUNIOR JAYDEN in close pursuit.  Hopefully you and your child/ren have been hard at work 
seeking sponsorship to help raise funds for a Tiger Turf upgrade.  We have an ambitious target of $15,000 – which 
seems a lot but is quite achievable if everyone really gets behind raising some money through family and friends 
sponsoring.  It’s not too late to start raising funds either… see inside for more information.  
 

Set to start at 1:15pm on Friday, 19th September, it is bound to be lots of fun, and we encourage families to come 
along and join in the fun.  At the conclusion of the event children can head home at 2:30pm for their school holidays 

      .  Fundraising can continue up until Sunday, 21st September. As it is out of uniform on the last day, children are 

asked to come in white clothes (for the fun run) and to please donate a gold coin to our School Captains in the 
morning. 
 
END OF TERM AWARDS 
Each term we recognise the contributions of our students in the classroom and around the school.  Next Friday, 19th 
September at 9:00am we will hold an assembly to present awards to students in each class in the following areas: 
EXCELLENCE IN MATHS, ENGLISH, CHINESE, VISUAL ARTS and PERFORMING ARTS, ENDEAVOUR IN 
ENGLISH and MATHS, OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPALS AWARD.  
 

Winners will be announced in our newsletter next Thursday, 18th September, advising families who our recipients are 
and then enabling family members the chance to come along.  If the weather is dry, the assembly will happen 
outdoors at 9:00am for the whole school.  If wet, we will present to Foundation to Year 2 at 9:00am in the Multipurpose 
Room and Year 3-6 at 9:30am.  We will confirm timing next week in the newsletter when predicted weather is readily 
available. 
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SENIOR AINSLEY / ROBERTA 
Next term we will have a minor change to the staffing structure in SA/R with Ainsley reducing her time in the room to 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Roberta increasing her time in the room to Thursday and Friday. This will 
remain consistent until the end of the year.  
 
CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2026 
Next year might be a little way off, but planning for our classes and structures is underway.  Each year we ask families 
their opinions about where your child/ren is best placed.  At this stage we anticipate a similar structure to this year with 
a FIRST STEPS, JUNIOR, MIDDLE and SENIOR UNIT, however we cannot predict where teachers will be in 2026 
yet.  If you are emailing me to put in a request, please read through the attached CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY 
before doing so, to ensure your request is in line with the policy.  Some of the usual requests might be children to be 
placed with or placed away from certain children, changing teacher because your child has worked with that teacher 
already, academic stretch, remaining with a teacher because it’s been very beneficial etc.  It’s not a I DON’T WANT 
opportunity.  Past requests are null and void, so if there is a historical reason we need to consider, please email me.  If 
you have spoken to a teacher about your request, still email me.  If it’s not in writing to me, it won’t be considered – so 
please email Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au before the closing date to be considered.   
All class placement requests need to be received by the first Friday of Term 4 – Friday, 10th of October. 

Not trying to be difficult either        just making sure your request is received and considered and for that to occur… 

please ensure your email me directly.  Thanks for your support! 
 
CHILD SAFETY POLICY, CHILD SAFETY CODE OF CONDUCT & CHILD SAFETY RESPONDING AND 
REPORTING OBLIGATIONS POLICY AND PROCEDURES - PARENT FEEDBACK ENCOURAGED 
We have updated the above 3 policies, and they are up on our website.  Please read them, and if you have any 
feedback, let myself or the Office know.  Thank you. 
 
SMILE SQUAD 
The Bendigo Health Smile Squad team have now completed the six-monthly fluoride varnish applications.   
 

What’s next? 
Our Smile Squad team will return to our school in approximately March 2026 to complete another round of dental 
examinations. We will be offered another delivery of oral health packs then to help support our students to maintain 
good oral health. 
 

Emergency care 
If any student requires emergency, urgent or general dental care in between their school visits, they can attend the 
Bendigo Health dental clinic. Please call 5454 7994 and ask for a Smile Squad appointment.  You will still be seen 

under Smile Squad, AT NO COST       . 

 
MCKERNS FRESH FRUIT 

With thanks to McKerns and sponsors, for our beautiful selection of fruit       .  

 
Here is Izzy & Mannie (& artwork) enjoying their apple and orange.  
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday to Teddy R, Ollie Q, Hannah G, Poppy H & Phoenix B. 
 
We only have a week left and it’s going to be super busy with two dress rehearsals, two matinee BIG HILL’S GOT 
TALENT performances, two evening performances, a colour fun run, normal classes in-between and the end of term 
celebrations and awards. Have a restful weekend with your child/ren in preparation for the final week ahead and final 
hurrah of Term 3. 
 
Until next week… 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
 
For being a good role model during the Concert 
rehearsals: 
 
FSN Zaylan D 
FSJ Maisie C 
 
Nicole, Nick & Jen 
 

 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
 
For displaying the School Value of Respect during the 
Ghana Beat my Drum Incursion: 
 
JJ Atlas D 
JC Poppet B 
 
Giovanna & Catherine 
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MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For showing improvement in their understanding of 
fractions: 
 

MED Oscar A 
MP Chad M 
MWA Sienna D 
 

Emma, Dean, Pauline, Wendy & Amanda 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For positive participation in Morning Fitness sessions: 
 

SA/R Sophia C 
SB Nathaniel S 
SK Abby M 
 

Ainsley, Roberta, Brett & Kate 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA  

& CYBER SAFETY 
 

Navigating the Digital World: 

Your GPS for the Online Adventure 
 

Roblox – Fun, Games and a Few Red Flags 

If you’ve got kids in the house, chances are you’ve 

heard the word Roblox tossed around more times than 

you can count. It’s one of the biggest online gaming 

platforms on the planet, with more than 80 million 

users every day, and some three-fifths of those players 

are children under age 13. For kids, it’s like a digital 

playground where they can design their own worlds, 

play endless mini-games, and hang out with mates, all 

without leaving the lounge room. 
 

For those who haven’t come across it yet, Roblox is 

advertised as an “imagination platform”. In simple 

terms, it’s a free game-creation hub that works on just 

about everything, smartphones, tablets, computers, 

even gaming consoles like Xbox, PlayStation, and the 

Meta Quest (which many of us still call Oculus). Within 

Roblox, there’s an almost endless library of games, over 

40 million at last count and new ones popping up every 

single day. Basically, if kids can dream it up, chances are 

it already exists somewhere in Roblox. 
 

On the surface, it sounds like every parent’s dream: 

creative, social, and relatively cheap entertainment. But 

like any playground, you’ve got to keep an eye out for 

what’s happening in the background. Not every player 

is a kid, and not every game is built with young eyes in 

mind. Because Roblox relies so heavily on user-

generated content, children can stumble across games 

or chats that are a bit more “adults only” than you’d 

like. 

 

 

That’s where the red flags start to pop up. While Roblox 

has moderators, filters, and reporting systems, they’re 

not foolproof. Imagine putting a gate up around the 

yard but forgetting to latch it, most of the time it works, 

but every now and then, something slips through. And 

sadly, that means kids can end up exposed to things 

like inappropriate language, dodgy games, or even 

strangers trying to strike up conversations. 

 

Here in Australia, reports have shown just how quickly 

young players can come into contact with adults on the 

platform. Most of these interactions are harmless, but 

parents need to be realistic, not every person in Roblox 

is there to build castles and collect pets. It’s no different 

to the “stranger danger” chats we all grew up with, only 

now the strangers might be behind an avatar rather 

than a park bench. 

 

So, what can parents do? First off, get familiar with the 

safety tools built into Roblox. There are parental 

controls that let you limit chats, block strangers, and set 

up privacy settings, but you need to dig into them, 

they’re not all switched on by default. Think of it like 

putting training wheels on a bike, it gives kids the 

chance to explore, but with a bit of extra support to 

stop them toppling over. 

 

The other big piece of the puzzle is conversation. Kids 

often know more about these games than we do, but 

that doesn’t mean they always know how to handle 

tricky situations. Regular chats about who they’re 

talking to, what games they’re playing, and how they’d 

handle something dodgy popping up can make a huge 

difference. It’s the same as asking how school went, if it 

becomes part of the daily routine, kids are more likely 

to open up when something’s not quite right. 

 

Final Thoughts: 

At the end of the day, Roblox can be a brilliant place 

for creativity and connection. It’s not about banning it 

or shutting it down but about balancing the fun with a 

bit of awareness. Like most things in parenting, it’s a 

mix of trust, guidance, and keeping an eye on the 

bigger picture. 

 

If you’d like practical, step-by-step tips on how to set 

up Roblox safely, check out the Beacon Cyber Safety 

App. You’ll find expert advice on everything from 

managing chat features to creating stronger passwords, 

giving your kids the freedom to play, without leaving 

the back gate swinging open. 

 

Safe travels on the internet highway, where your data’s 

the passenger, and you’re the navigator! 
 

Kate Dole 
 



 

JUNIOR & SENIOR CONCERT 

TICKETS ON SALE 

 
You can now purchase tickets for both Concerts on 
Compass and at the Office.  
 
The cost is $15 for adults (Secondary Aged & over) 
and free for Primary Aged & under. 
 
To order on Compass, you will need to go to the 
Canteen tile, and pick the date as 12th September.   
 
Choose Junior or Senior Concert tickets, add the item 
to cart, proceed to review order, customise and then 
you can add the free Primary Aged & under tickets.   
 
These will then be sent home with the eldest child in 
the family within 48 hours of purchase. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Office.   
 

Thanks        

 

COLOUR FUN RUN NEWS 

 

WOW, we’ve just passed the $3,000 mark – 
THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

 
Remember, all fundraising is done online, and 

you can earn rewards from just $10!   
 

Visit: https://myprofilepage.com.au/ to set up 

your fundraising page - happy fundraising        
 

 
 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

 
Click below to book your free tickets  

(Bookings essential) 
 

https://www.artbystevenstanley.com.au/events

/p/free-kids-collage-workshop 
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CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY 2025 
 

Purpose 

To create the best possible learning environment, which is equitable, to all students and their families. 

 

Guidelines 

1. That the underlying principles are educational and in the best interests of all children, 

2. That involvement in the process is within the framework of specified criteria, 

3. That the final responsibility for class placement and / or pupil movement remains primarily with the 

Principal / delegate. 

 

Implementation 

1. The specified criteria for movement of a child from one class to another are as follows: 
 

• Special needs of children (ie: emotional, psychological, behavioural, disabilities), 

• Equitable distribution of children (ie: learning, gender, behaviour considerations), 

• Within Unit requests (ie: for children to be placed or not placed within a class for family groupings), 

• Flexibility in grouping will be encouraged in movement between Units or Year levels, 

• Children should have at least one friend accompany him or her to the next class, 

• Parents of a Preschool child are provided with the opportunity to indicate a friend with whom they 

would like their child placed as part of the enrolment process. 

 

2. People who may be involved in the class selection process are as follows: 
 

• The child’s class teacher, 

• The school’s transition teachers, 

• Parent(s) of a special needs child, 

• Parent(s) who have views regarding family grouping, 

• Other staff involved in the child’s education, such as specialists who have specific special needs 

information, 

• Preschool staff, 

• First Steps, Junior Unit, Middle Unit and Senior Unit staff, 

• The Principal. 

 

3. Parents are to write to the Principal stating any educational considerations by Friday, 10th October. 
 

• Records of decisions which have been made regarding placement of children for various reasons, 

especially behaviour, will be kept, 

• The Principal / delegate will be responsible for keeping this information, 

• All requests will receive either a verbal or written reply so parents understand staff reasons for 

student placement. 

 

4. If there has been an ongoing concern during the year and there has been contact between the parent, 

teacher and Principal, a child could be moved to another class in the following year. This action should 

take place only after discussions with the Principal / delegate and the involved parties. 

 

5. In the event of new students altering the class structure or dynamics, some children may need to be 

moved to another class early in the school year. 
 

Student enrolment numbers will be a major factor in determining class structures. 



 
 



 
 



  



 
 



 
 



  



  



  
 



  
 



 

 

 


