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CALENDAR 

Friday, 1st September   SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP OPEN FROM 3PM TO 3:30PM 

Thursday, 7th September   First Steps Gym concludes 
     Smile Squad return for fluoride treatments – see inside for more information/consent 
Friday, 8th September   Final Instalment of $65 due for Year 5/6 Camp 
     Last day to complete the 2023 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey 
     Premier’s Reading Challenge finishes 
Monday, 11th September  Division Athletics – selected students only 
Tuesday, 12th September  Year 6 Graduation Photo Day 

Thursday, 14th September  Junior Production – Matinee & Evening Tickets on sale NOW-Qkr & Office 

Friday, 15th September  Last Day for Term 3 – early dismissal 2:20pm NOW 2:30PM 
     No Second Hand Uniform Shop today – apologies 
 

School Organisation 

 
Dear School Community, 
Week 8 has again been a productive 5 day week, with lots happening in classes across the school and teachers busy 
finishing off learning sequences and beginning to plan for next Term. 
 
FATHER’S DAY STALL 
Our incredible P&F once again organised an amazing FATHER’S DAY STALL for our children to visit and purchase 
gifts. Tuesday was super busy in the Multipurpose Room, with many wonderful parent volunteers manning stalls and 
helping children choose that special gift.  A big thank you to the P&F for a great stall.  The children loved the chance to 

shop      .  Whilst not all celebrate Father’s Day, for those that do... hoping Sunday is a wonderful day for our fathers, 

grandfathers, uncles, big brothers and special males in children's lives.  
 
MAINTENANCE TO OSHC 
For the time being, OSHC continues to operate out of the portable beside the old school building.  This will continue 
into the future, until works in the old school building are complete. 
 
STUDENT AWARDS CEREMONY 
On our final day of term, Friday, 15th September, we will host our STUDENT AWARDS ASSEMBLY at 9:00am. This 
will be either indoors, or outdoors if fine.  Students from each class will be recognised with the following awards: 
EXCELLENCE in ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, VISUAL ARTS and PERFORMING ARTS, ENDEAVOUR in ENGLISH 
and MATHEMATICS, OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPALS AWARD. 

Winners will be announced in the final newsletter of Term, enabling parents to be notified and attend if they can      . 

Keep your eyes on the newsletter dated 14th September. 
 
END OF TERM - CHANGE OF TIME FOR DISMISSAL  
A reminder to parents that the end of term is fast approaching (2 weeks away), with schools taking a break for 

two weeks, commencing at 2:30pm on Friday, 15th September.  Please note the change in time - now 2:30pm 
which is in line with all local Bendigo State Schools.  Just this week, Principals met after discussions with local bus 
providers and made the commitment to follow a universal dismissal of 2:30pm on the last day of term.  On Friday, 15th 
September, please ensure you are ready to pick your child up at this earlier time.  The Ravenswood and Kangaroo 
Flat buses WILL run at this earlier time. 
 
JUNIOR PRODUCTION 
Music and Performing Arts teacher Nick Reid has been working hard to prepare our students for their performance of 
ROCKPOOL on Thursday, 14th September.  This date is fast approaching, so reminding families that tickets are on 
sale ($15 pp for Secondary aged and over, with primary aged and under free but still need a ticket for numbers).  
There is a matinee (1:00pm this year) and an evening performance (6:00pm) at the Bendigo Baptist Church in 
Junortoun.  Ticket sales cover the costs of the hall hire and staff whom assist with the technical elements of the hall - 
we don't make a profit from sales.  This year we will not be taking the Middle & Senior Units across to watch the 
matinee due to busy schedules and pricing costs to families and the school - instead, they will be invited to watch a 
dress rehearsal at school prior. 
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PARENT OPINION SURVEY –  
WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
This survey closes next Friday the 8th, so don't miss out - there's still time in the coming week to tell us what you think 

      Whilst it says it will take 20 minutes, reports from parents who have done it is that the timing is more like 5 minutes 

      Information on the survey, including the link and password to access have been sent out to all families via 

COMPASS a few weeks ago. 
 

UNIFORM 
We take pride in our school and our uniform.  With the cost of living pressures, I note that some families are not 
sending children to school with our school fleecy jumper... instead are opting to send children in jumpers that are 
black, but may be branded or linked to a local club. Can I please encourage you to visit the lost property in the foyer - 
there are so many un-named jumpers that you can help yourself to for free.  Alternatively, for the cost of $2 only, you 
can buy a washed second hand jumper from our UNIFORM SHOP - open alternate Friday afternoons from 3:00pm – 
3:30pm.  Please refrain from sending your child to school in jumpers that aren't school uniform... if you don't have a 
school jumper, at least send them in a plain black jumper, zip up etc. 
 

ILLNESS / ABSENCES 
Please remember that children can come to school with a sniffle etc. as long as they aren't really unwell or COVID 
POSITIVE. If you need additional COVID tests (RATs) please let the office know and we will send home a box. As we 
navigate getting children back to school as much as possible, we continue to try and use common sense with 
illness...if really unwell, stay home...if showing mild symptoms/recurring cough come to school. Always let the school 
know when your child is away and why. Where there is an illness exceeding 2 consecutive days, please see a doctor 
and get a medical certificate. This can be sent to school to explain the absence. Absences can be reported through 
COMPASS. 
 

EARLY ARRIVALS 
The school day starts at 8:45am.  This is when teachers are paid to commence work.  Before this time, there are no 
staff on duty or able to supervise your child.  Due to this, you should not send your child to school before this time. 
Dropping children off early is exposing them to dangers, with some unsupervised in the yard for over half an hour.  
This is irresponsible and I remind you to please use our BEFORE SCHOOL CARE program at OSHC if you have an 
early start at work.  I will be approaching children to discuss early arrivals and contacting families concerned in the 
coming weeks if there continues to be a pattern of early arrivals.  By doing so, I am keeping children safe and ensuring 
they are only at school when they can be supervised safely.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Tuesday some of our Year 6’s have the chance to go to Crusoe College for the Big Day Out, which is an early 

transition visit for a few hours.  Brett and Pam will be attending with our students - with no cost to families      . 

Advanced warning also for Year 6’s and families that on the final Tuesday (12th of September), MSP Photography will 
be returning to Big Hill to take photos of our Year 6 students for Graduation. 
 

FAMILY LEAVE 
It is both exciting and sad to announce that Leisha Morrison, teacher of 5/6, is leaving Big Hill for a little while at the 
end of October. Leisha is expecting her first baby, which is such amazing and exciting news! Please join me in 
congratulating her when you cross paths. With Leisha’s departure for Family Leave on the 27th of October, the school 
will run a selection process to attract and secure a suitable replacement. This will occur in the coming months and will 
be announced to the community once decided.  
 

BOOK FAIR 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair – we sold over $3,500 worth of books, posters and accessories!  
That means a fantastic commission of around $900 to go towards books for the school – thank YOU! 
 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge will be closing on Friday, 8th September.  Students are to be commended 
on their participation in the challenge so far this year, with a combined total of over 60 books being read and logged. 
Congratulations to all of our students who have already met the challenge requirements.  You will receive a certificate 
in recognition of your wonderful achievement at the end of the year.  If you have started the challenge, but still have 

some further books to read and log, now is the time to grab a book, and get reading!  Happy Reading       
 

MCKERNS FRESH FRUIT 
Thank you once again for our great selection of fruit that was delivered yesterday.   

Here are Mila & Winston enjoying their banana and orange      . 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Hailey B & Kayden M. 
 

There's some beautiful weather ahead, with Monday potentially being over 20 degrees. With this before you, hoping 
you and your family enjoy some quality time out in the great outdoors. 
 

Until next week, 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 



 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ by 
promptly following instructions: 
 
FSN Harper A 
FSJ Winston 
 
Nicole, Nick & Jayden 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying our School Values on our excursion to 
the Kangaroo Flat Library: 
 
JA/R Arlow D 
JW Ruby S 
JJ Jax N 
 
Ainsley, Roberta, Wendy & Jen 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Safety’: 
 
MD Avery F 
MC Jacob S 
MP Mackenzie L 
 
Dean, Catherine & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For developing a terrific work ethic: 
 
SB Charlotte A 
SK Max W 
SL Melia H 
 
Brett, Kate & Leisha 
 

SECOND HAND  

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 

 
The Second Hand Uniform Shop will now be open 
fortnightly on Fridays from 3:00pm to 3:30pm in the Art 
Room / Canteen building, the door near the Senior Unit 
steps, open TOMORROW.   
 
A BIG thank you to parent Bec who will be on duty to 

help us out      .  All items are only $2, and cash is 

preferred. 
 
Items are no longer available on Qkr, but if you are 
unable to visit the shop in person, please email Janet 
to see if we have something in stock, and we can 
arrange payment over the phone or you can send in 
cash. 
 

Thank you Bec      ! 

 

 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated items to the 
Father’s Day Stall and those who purchased presents 
and raffle tickets – the day was great and we hope all 
the Fathers / Special Friends have a fantastic day on 
Sunday. 
 
Thanks again for your ongoing support 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

2023 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey 

 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS  

TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / 

guardians think of our school.  

 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by 

the Department of Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an 

understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and 

student engagement.  

 

The survey is optional, but we encourage all families to participate. Our school 

will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and 

improvement strategies. 

 

All families are invited to participate in the survey, and an invite was sent out via 

Compass. 

 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open until Friday, 8th 

September 2023. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10 minutes to complete, and can 

be accessed at any convenient time within the survey period on desktop 

computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  

 

The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including 

Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, 

Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FRIDAY, 15TH SEPTEMBER 
 

 
 
 

HAWAIIAN 
 

OR 
 

MEATLOVERS 
 

OR 
 

VEGETARIAN 
 

WITH PRIMA OR MILK 
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk) 

 

 If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice 

 

 Orders can be cash and order details put in an envelope, or ordered on our 

Qkr app 

 

 Orders need to be placed by 9:00am on Wednesday, 13th September.   
 

Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 

 Iced treats will be available as normal 

 

 YOU CAN ALSO PREORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR! 
 

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU  

IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY 
 
 

PIZZA DAY MEAL 

$5.00 


