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CALENDAR 

Monday, 8th August   Middle Unit Gym Payment of $35 due at the Office or via Qkr 
   P&F Spare Change Drive FINISHES 
   100 DAYS AT SCHOOL 

Wednesday, 10th August  Year 7 Placement Acceptance Slips due back at the Office 
Friday, 12th August   Middle Unit Gym commences MP, & MD Year 4’s-NO CANTEEN ORDERS 
Monday, 15th August   Payment of $32 due for First Steps & Junior Unit Gym 
Tuesday, 16th August   School Council Meeting 

Thursday, 18th August   BHPS 150th Junior Concert – matinee & evening tickets on sale NOW at the Office 

Friday, 19th August   Middle Unit Gym continues MP, & MD Year 4’s-NO CANTEEN ORDERS 
Monday, 22nd August   BOOK WEEK COMMENCES – Dress Up Parade from 9:30am 
     BOOK FAIR every day after school until Monday, 5th September 
     Prep School Nurse forms due at the Office 
Thursday, 25th August   First Steps & Junior Unit Gym commences 

Friday, 26th August  Curriculum Day – no students at school 

Thursday, 1st September   First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues 
Friday, 2nd September   Middle Unit Gym continues MP, & MD Year 4’s-NO CANTEEN ORDERS 

Monday, 5th September PPD Day – STUDENT FREE DAY 
Thursday, 8th September   First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues 
Friday, 9th September   Middle Unit Gym concludes MP, & MD Year 4’s-NO CANTEEN ORDERS 

Monday, 12th September  Year 5/6 Camp 3rd instalment of $80 due 
     First Steps & Junior Unit Gym concludes 

Thursday, 15th September  BHPS 150th Senior Concert – matinee & evening tickets on sale NOW at the Office 

Friday, 16th September  LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 – early dismissal of 2:20pm 
Monday, 3rd October   First Day for Term 4 
Monday, 10th October   Elmore Pie Drive forms / money due 
Friday, 14th October   P&F 150TH ANNIVERSARY SCHOOL FAIR – 5:00PM TO 8:00PM 
Thursday, 20th October   Elmore Pie Drive Delivery Day 

Monday, 24th October   Year 5/6 Camp final instalment of $60 due 
Monday, 14th November   Senior Unit Camp Acacia departs 
Wednesday, 16th November   Senior Unit Camp Acacia returns 

Monday, 21st November Curriculum Day – no students at school 
 

School Organisation 

 

Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s, 
 

Just a short newsletter from me this week, as I have been on Long Service Leave for the past 3 weeks and Monday – 
Wednesday of this week on the Senior Unit Camp. 
 

THANKS 
Firstly I’d like to thank Sharyn, Ainsley, the awesome Office crew and all of our staff for keeping the school running 
effectively during my time away. The first few weeks have had some challenges with COVID and FLU affecting some of our 
staff, new toilets being constructed, PARENT / TEACHER / STUDENT interviews occurring, sports days and more!  Without 
a strong team, things wouldn’t run as well as they have.  I just wanted to personally acknowledge our wonderful staff at Big 
Hill PS.  I now look forward to getting back into the flow of school, as we come towards the end of Week 4. 
 

SENIOR UNIT CAMP 
I have had the pleasure of working with the Year 5/6 Team on Camp in Healesville for the last 3 days.  The Year 5/6’s spent 
time at Candlebark Farm, enjoying many different activities, including: canoeing, archery, initiative activities, campfire 
cooking, low-ropes, rock-wall climbing, games and a visit to Healesville Sanctuary. The three days were fabulous and 
enjoyed by our students. As this was a Department of Education and Training FREE CAMP, it was lovely to take up the 
opportunity to give back to some of the students who have not had a camp for two years.  A huge thank you to Ainsley for 
organising the camp and to the staff who gave up their time to make it all possible. 
 

COVID-19 
With numbers still high across the state, masks are strongly recommended indoors but not mandated. Our staff will routinely 
remind children to wear masks, however, cannot enforce them. In addition to this, air purifiers, natural ventilation etc will 
continue to be used.  All the usual behaviours still stand – washing of hands, hand sanitising, social distancing etc.  If your 
child is displaying any symptoms at home, please complete a RAT and let the school know if they are positive.  7 days 
isolation still stands for those who are positive.  
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NEW TOILETS 
Work is well underway with the new toilet construction.  In the meantime, we have two sets of portable toilets outside 
to ensure there are enough toilets for our students to use.  As the project continues, we look forward to the date when 
we can make use of the new facilities. 
 
SCHOOL REVIEW 
In the coming weeks, our school will go through a rigid review process. Four days have been set aside where an 
independent reviewer will visit the school, along with two critical friends (ie: educators from other primary schools) and 
our Senior Education Improvement Leader (SEIL). The visiting group will visit classes, speak to students, watch 
teachers in action etc, and help us to determine what our future work will be.  By the end of the year we will have new 
goals set for the next Strategic Period (4 years). 
 
COMING WEEKS 
We have much occurring in the coming weeks, which will not only engage the children, but make school a very busy 
place indeed.  In two week’s time we will be treated to the JUNIOR PRODUCTION, where our Prep – Year 2 students 
will shine.  Nick Reid has been busy prepping for this occasion and I know many people are looking forward to the 
show.  The Middle Unit will begin their Gym Program shortly and the Book Fair and Book Dress Up Parade aren’t too 
far away either. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY – ADVANCED WARNING 
Don’t forget our next Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) is a few weeks away on Friday, 26th August.  By advising now, this 
gives families plenty of time to be organised, care-wise. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The next meeting of our School Council is in less than 2 weeks.  Tuesday, 16th August will see our School 
Councillors meeting for the first time this term… 6:30pm Finance and 7:00pm August Meeting.  In person and 
Webex attendance will once again be available.  Information for these meetings will be sent home late next week. 
 
HEAD LICE 
Please remain vigilant and check your child/ren’s hair weekly as we have had reports of head lice around the school.  
Thank you. 
 
RAVENSWOOD BUS TRAVELLERS 
Thank you to those families who have completed the bus survey, if you haven’t completed it as yet, please do so at 
your earliest convenience.  Thank you. 
 
SCHOOL NURSE PROGRAM – PREPS 
These forms have been sent home last night, please complete (even if you don’t wish to participate, there is a box to 
check if not) and return to the Office by Monday, 22nd August. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Mason P, Jack E, Korbin H, Abigail H, Nate S & Khayden P. 
 
As we approach the end of Week 4, we look to Week 5… which will bring us to the halfway point of Term 3.  Time is 
going quickly, which reminds us all to make the most of now.  Ensure you are getting your child to school each day, 
reading each night, getting good rest and having plenty of screen-free time.  As the days lengthen and the weather 
improves, encourage outside time and exercise too… which is so good for mental health. 
 
Until next week… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

  



 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 
JUNIOR CONCERT 
As the Junior Concert approaches, we will need 
parents to bring send their child's costume to school so 
that it is readily available for each performance.  If you 
are unsure of what your child's costume should be, 
please check last week's newsletter or speak to your 
child's classroom teacher. 
 
SCHOOL NURSE FORMS 
The School Nurse forms were sent home yesterday 
and need to be returned to the office by Monday, 22nd 
August, even if you don’t wish to participate as there 
is a box to check if this is the case.  Thank you. 
 
100 DAYS AT SCHOOL 
Our 100 Days at School celebration is next Monday. 
This is a celebration of all the outstanding learning and 
growth that has occurred during our first 100 days at 
school.  We will providing additional details to your 
child today. 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ by 
promptly following instructions: 
 
FSN Harry E 
FSJ Elaina H 
FSS Jack L-B 
 
Nicole, Nick, Josh & Jayden 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL CONCERT COSTUMES 
The children have been practising their performance 
numbers over the past 5 weeks at school and are all 
looking forward to putting on our Junior School Concert 
in around 2 week’s time.  We would like to ask that as 
soon as you have organised your child’s costume can 
you please send it to school to be collected by their 
classroom teacher.  All items should be clearly named.  
 
If you are unsure of the costume your child requires, 
please see your child’s teacher as soon as possible. 
We ask that all costumes are delivered to school by no 
later than Monday, 15th August. If your child has been 
given the role of narrator, please encourage them to 
practise their lines each day at home so that they are 
ready for our performances on Thursday, 18th August. 
 
JUMPERS 
We would like to ask that your child’s jumper is clearly 
labelled with their full name. With jumpers often left in 
the classroom, playground and around the school, 
named jumpers can quickly be reunited with their 
owners. Unfortunately, unnamed items are often 
unclaimed and are added to the ever growing lost 
property box. 
 
JETS GYMNASTICS PROGRAM 
Our Gymnastics Program is just a few weeks away. If 
you are yet to return your child’s permission form and 
payment, please do so as soon as possible to allow for 
organisation of the groups with the gym instructors. 
 
 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For being kind and responsible: 
 

JC Mason P 
JLZ Mackenzie L 
 

Catherine, Leisha & Zoe 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
PALMER’S GYM 
Just a reminder that the Middle Unit Gym Program 
commences next Friday, 12th August. Group 1 (MW + 
MD Year 3’s) will leave school at 11:30am and Group 
2 (MP + MD Year 4’s) will depart school at 12:30pm. 
Permission notes and a payment of $35.00 are due at 
the Office by Monday, 8th August.  
 
CANTEEN NEWS – GYM 
Please note that the canteen WILL NOT be available 
to students in Pauline’s class and Dean’s Year 4’s over 
the next following Fridays: 12th, 19th August, 2nd and 9th 
September.  
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Respect’: 
 

MD Amber L 
MW Skylah D 
MP Oscar G 
 

Dean, Wendy & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

POSITIVE START CAMP 
Well done everyone for a fantastic camp experience 
this week! Our students will definitely be very tired 
today and tomorrow due to the high energy displayed 
at camp!  Please check out our Facebook page and 
next week’s newsletter for some of the photos of our 
experiences.  A big thank you to Stacey, Amy, Caleb, 
Matt and Roberta for supporting the Senior Unit staff 
throughout the camp, we could not have done it 
without you!  A big well done for students for being 

good sports about the mud!       

 
YEAR 7 PLACEMENT ACCEPTANCE SLIPS 
Please return these to the Office no later than next 
Wednesday, 10th August.  Thank you. 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating GEM during Camp: 
 

SA Khye H 
SB Phoebe C 
SK Melia H 
SJ Nate S 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Jen & Roberta 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

SPARE CHANGE DRIVE 
The Spare Change Drive will be finishing next Monday, 
8th August.  We have a couple of classes close to filling 
their wishing wells, good luck to whichever class may 
win and they will receive a super awesome prize!!!!!!  
 



 

BIG HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL  
150TH ANNIVERSARY SCHOOL FAIR 
We are running our 150th anniversary of our School 
Fair on Friday, 14th October from 5pm-8pm.  
 

We are seeking donations towards our event and 
would greatly appreciate any items you might be able 
to help out with.  Baskets for any donations are now in 
each classroom for your child to put them in.  
 

Items we are seeking are: 
 Soft drink can/s & bottles 
 Chocolate bars / blocks 
 Pipe cleaners 
 Craft Items 
 Loom Bands 
 Ooshies 
 Plastic Toys 
 Marbles 
 Feathers 
 Glow Sticks 
 Buttons 
 Lego 
 Balloons 
 Wrapped Lollies/lollipops 
 Cereal 
 Crayons/Pencils 
 Tattoos/Stickers /Nail Polish 
 Coloured hair spray 
 Face Paints and Brushes/Sponges 
 Chocolate Bars/Blocks 
 Bottles of sauces/jams 

 

We are now selling wrist bands for unlimited rides at 
the Fair, we have a range of rides coming from the 
zone for the night, including: laser tag, rock climbing, 
big baller, cars slide and jumping castle.  Prices for 
wrist bands are:  
 

❖ Pre-sale $20 each for unlimited rides, 
 

❖ On the night $25 for unlimited rides OR $5 a 
ride on the night, 

❖ LIMITATIONS – ONLY AGE 3 AND OVER, 
AND BETWEEN 18KG AND 100KG FOR 
ROCK CLIMBING. 
 

You can pay for pre-sale wrist bands at the Office or 
on Qkr, and you will receive your wrist bands at the 
Fair.  
 

Thank you again for your ongoing support with our 
events and keep your eye out for more information and 
news on our fair.  
 

ELMORE PIE DRIVE  
Order forms have been sent home, and spares are 
available at the Office.   
 

They are due back at the Office with correct cash or 
payment by card OR direct deposit to Elmore Bakery 
by Monday, 10th October and the delivery day will be 
Thursday, 20th October. 
 

Parents and friends greatly appreciate all your support 
with our fundraisers 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
ATTENTION all families!  We need your help ☺.  Our 
canteen is run by the school and does not receive any 
funding, with profits going back into the school.  With 
the help of our volunteers, we are able to keep prices 
down.   
 

 
If you are interested, you will only be required once or 
twice per term and your help is greatly appreciated.  
You don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, 
uncles and grandparents are all welcome.   
 

You will need to be double vaccinated (booster too 
would be preferred, but not essential) and have a 
Working With Children’s Check (Voluntary type, NOT 
Employee type) which is free and easy to apply for 
online.  Thank you. 
 

2022 CANTEEN  
VOLUNTEER FORM 

FRIDAYS 
 

NAME  __________________________ 
 

PH NUMBER __________________________ 

TIME AVAILABLE □ 9:00am to 10:00am 

   □ 12:45pm to 2:00pm 

 

PAPER BAG 
Just a friendly reminder that when ordering via the app, 
you will need to add a paper bag to your cart for each 
child’s order. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager 
 

150TH ANNIVERSARY 

CONCERT NEWS 

 

Dear Parents, 
This year we will be picking up where we left off with 
the BHPS 150th Anniversary Concert. Unfortunately, 
last year the concert had to be postponed, however 
with COVID restrictions easing this year, the concert 
will be held in person (not remotely) at the Junortoun 
Baptist Church.  
 

There are two dates to remember –  
 

 Thursday, 18th August (Junior Concert – 
Prep-Year 2) and  

 Thursday, 15th September (Senior Concert – 
Years 3-6). Save those dates and put them in 
your calendar! 

 

Both concerts will have a 12:00pm Matinee and a 
6:00pm Concert.  Students will be taken to and from 
the venue free of charge by bus to the 12:00pm 
Matinee.  
 

Families are to provide their own means of transport to 
the 6:00pm Concert.  Both concerts are expected to go 
for approximately 1 hour, and all families are invited to 
come along. 
 

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE AT THE OFFICE.  
Unfortunately, due to the rising cost of venue hire, the 
price has had to be increased to $15 for secondary 
aged and over, with primary aged and under free. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact myself at 
nickolas.reid@education.vic.gov.au or the Office. 
 

Cheers, Nick Reid, Music Teacher 
 
 

mailto:nickolas.reid@education.vic.gov.au


 

LOST  

 

LOST TOYS 
Some toys were left on the oval and were taken before 
the owner could go back and collect them.  They were 
a big green T-Rex, and little green triceratops and a 
black and white dog.  If you find them, please bring to 
the Office.  Thank you. 
 

BOOK FAIR NEWS 

 

Our school is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair, 
commencing on Monday, 22nd August at 3:30pm and 
we would love to see you there! 
 

You and your child will have the opportunity to explore a 
huge range of affordable books featuring characters 
and subjects kids love and want to read about. From 
newly released books and bestsellers to award-winning 
titles and perennial favourites. 
 

This is also a great way for you to learn about and 
discuss your child's interests, and every book sold 
benefits our school, adding resources to our library and 
classrooms. 
 

Scholastic Book Fairs help us show students the 
wonder of reading. After all, when kids choose their own 
books, they will be more excited to read, and they will 
naturally read more! 
 

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP 

PARADE 

 

On Monday, 22nd August we will be holding our Book 
Week Dress Up Parade.  
 

Students will be invited to dress up as their favourite 
book character and will parade their costumes with their 
class in front of the school.  
 

Our parade will be held at 9:30am, straight after our 
morning assembly.  
 

Parents and other members of our school community 
are most welcome to attend. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 
 

 
BELVOIR PARK GOLF CLUB 

Come & Try Golf Day 
 

Students aged 5 to 12 are invited to come to the golf 
club and try golf.  Both left handed clubs and right 
handed clubs are available.  Tuition will be provided by 
the golf professional Paul Powell and other 
experienced golfers. 
 

Tuesday, 20th September 
9:30am to 10:30am 5 to 8 year old’s 

10:45am to 11:45am 9 to 12 year old’s 
Cost $5 

 

To register your interest, please contact Philippa 
Whitford on 0409 820 799 or Paul Powell on 0413 514 
662 with your child’s name age and whether they are 
left or right handed. 
 

Are you looking for a fun sport for Summer that’s 
indoors? Bunjil Basketball Club are looking for players 
for the upcoming Summer competition starting in 
October.  
 

To enter the Stadium at the moment on a Friday 
children need to be accompanied by an adult. We 
welcome all levels, especially beginner players. All you 
need to do is bring a smile!   
 

Girls & Boys Primary:  
Under 10’s (born 2015,2014)  
Under 12’s (born 2013, 2012)  
Under 14’s (born20011,2010)    
 

Girls & Boys Secondary:  
Under 16’s (born 2008, 2009)  
Under 18’s (born 2007, 2006)  
 

Adult  
Women (Wednesday Competition)  
Men (Monday Competition)  
 

For more information,  
please contact Amanda on 0429 944 457. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT THE OFFICE 
 

$15 EACH FOR SECONDARY AGE AND OVER 
 

PRIMARY AGE AND UNDER – FREE (but still require a ticket) 


