
    Calder Chronicle 
      Number 11 Phone  (03) 5447 7022 

         Email:  big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

         Website:  www.bighillps.vic.edu.au 

         Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/ 
 

THURSDAY, 28TH APRIL 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

CALENDAR 
Monday, 2nd May    Year 3/4 Camp Final Instalment of $45 due 
Wednesday, 4th May   Division Cross Country – selected students only 
Thursday, 5th May    P&F Mother’s Day raffle tickets due back at 9:00am 
     P&F Mother’s Day Stall 
     Life Skills (last session) for Prep to Year 4 
FRIDAY, 6TH MAY    Crazy Hair Day Fundraiser – crazy hair only, still wear full uniform and bring gold coin donation 
Tuesday, 10th May   Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Writing 
Wednesday, 11th May   Year 3 NAPLAN – Reading 
Thursday, 12th May   Year 3/4 Camp departs 
     NO NEWSLETTER-THIS WEEK ONLY apologies, Janet on LSL 
     Year 5 NAPLAN – Reading 
Friday, 13th May    Year 3/4 Camp returns 
Tuesday, 17th May   School Council Meeting 
     NAPLAN – Year 3 and 5 Language Conventions 
Wednesday, 18th May   NAPLAN – Year 3 Numeracy 
Thursday, 19th May   NAPLAN – Year 5 Numeracy 
Monday, 23rd May   Year 5/6 Camp Deposit of $100 due 

Monday, 30th May   Curriculum Day – no students at school 
Monday, 6th June    Senior Unit Gym payment of $32 due 
Friday, 24th June    LAST DAY FOR TERM 2 – early dismissal of 2:20pm 
Monday, 11th July    FIRST DAY FOR TERM 3 
     Senior Unit Gym commences – please wear appropriate clothing 
 

School Organisation 

 

Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s, 
Welcome back to Term 2.  At 9 weeks long, with a 4 day week to start the term, a Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday and 
lots of events and activities… this will be a very short term indeed.  It will fly.  With that in mind, make hay while the 
sun shines… hear your child read, support them with extra tasks at home, get them to school every day if they are well 

etc.  Every day counts      . 
 

TERM 2 UNIFORM 
As the weather becomes cooler, broad-brimmed hats are no longer required to be worn each day.  Children can play 
safely in the yard without hats during Term 2 and 3, however, if preferred… hats can still be worn.  As the weather 
becomes cooler, parents and carers are reminded to send children to school dressed for the weather.  Warm tracksuit 
pants, fleecy zip-ups and jackets are encouraged, as are beanies and gloves on cold mornings.  Whilst some children 
prefer shorts all year, please endeavour to send children to school with tracksuit pants on.  Uniform is available from 
our supplier – LOWES, KANGAROO FLAT.  A good range of second-hand uniform at only $2 per item (now updated 
with winter stock) is available to purchase on Qkr and as a last resort, nothing stops you from buying cheap plain black 
tracksuit pants and plain black fleecy zip-ups from suppliers like KMART, TARGET etc.  Please remember, no logos or 
patterning.  If buying alternative uniform, please ensure it is plain black or plain gold (yellow).  Local football, netball 
and branded hoodies are not part of our uniform, so please do not come to school in these types of tops, unless a note 
is provided by a parent excusing the jumper for one day.  As we don’t have a set winter coat, children can wear a 

variety of warm jackets in the cooler weather, preferred in black, but not mandated, darker colours if possible      . 
 

CAMP QUALITY – FREE PUPPET SHOW FOR ALL STUDENTS 
Camp Quality is visiting Big Hill PS next week to share their Primary School Cancer Education program with us.  Camp 
Quality gives kids facing cancer the chance to be kids again.  Their services and programs are created specifically to support 
children aged up to 15 years, who are dealing with their own cancer diagnosis, or the diagnosis of someone they love, like a 
brother, sister, mum or dad.  At no cost to schools, parents or students, Camp Quality’s vivacious and loveable puppets, 
Kylie, Dean and Melissa visit preschools and schools Australia wide to help support children and their families impacted by 
cancer.  The puppets dispel myths and misconceptions that are commonly associated with the illness.  The puppets tell an 
interactive, engaging story that explains:  
 

 The ins and outs of cancer, 
 Why a peer who has undergone treatment may look a little different (due to the side effects of chemotherapy), 
 Why it’s important to be supportive of their classmate who is either living with cancer or has a diagnosed parent or 

sibling, 
 That cancer isn’t contagious, so it’s ok to play, 
 The importance of positivity and recognising our own strengths. 
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Following the performance, students are encouraged to ask questions and share their concerns.  Whilst the Camp 
Quality staff are able to answer most questions and concerns, they provide teachers with resources to supplement the 
performance and aid classroom discussion.  If any concerns arise after the performance, please feel free to contact 
Camp Quality.  If you would like more information about the program or would like to see a clip of the puppets in 
action, please visit https://www.campquality.org.au/how-we-help/at-school.  You’re also welcome to contact the puppet 
team by emailing reception@campquality.org.au or by calling 1300 662 267.  As a not-for-profit charity, all services 
come at no financial cost to the families they support.  Thus, they rely heavily on the generosity of everyday 
Australians to keep their programs running.  To donate, please visit www.campquality.org.au. 
 

As we have a student undergoing chemotherapy, it’s important for awareness to be there in our community and 
particularly, amongst our children.  We also want to support all families (and we have several) who have a beloved 
member of the family fighting cancer.  The sessions will run next Friday, 6th May at 12:00pm for Prep to Year 2 and 
12:50pm for Year 3-6 in our Multipurpose room. 
 

CRAZY HAIR DAY FOR CAMP QUALITY! 
When our Puppet Show occurs, we will also hold a CAMP QUALITY FUNDRAISER at Big Hill PS, to raise valuable 
funds to support children facing cancer.  On Friday, 6th May, children are invited to participate in a CRAZY HAIR DAY. 
Hair can be spiked, sprayed, teased, crimped, plaited etc, any way you like – just ensure you bring along a gold coin 
donation for Camp Quality.  This is NOT out of uniform… it’s purely a CRAZY HAIR DAY… so the challenge goes out 

to see what you and your child can come up with      . 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
As we return for Term 2, a few things have changed, so here’s a quick update: 

• Masks no longer worn indoors by children and adults.  Children and adults who prefer to wear a mask are 
encouraged to do so, 

• After testing positive, there is no need to do a RAT for the following 12 weeks after an infection.  Please do not 
collect RAT’s from the Office if this relates to your child, 

• RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RAT’s) done twice a week (start and mid) – please test regardless of symptoms. 
Whilst not mandatory, highly recommended to stop the spread to other children and their families and our 
staff.  The box of RAT’s sent home in the final week of Term 1 will cover testing this week.  The next box of 
RATs, AVAILABLE NOW, will cover Week 2 and 3, 

• Children and adults do not come to school when they have cold / flu-like symptoms – unless a NEGATIVE 
RAT has been received on the morning of school OR the child is within the 12 weeks after a COVID-19 
infection, 

• Vaccination – please consider vaccination of your child/ren… especially recommended with new variants of 
Omicron emerging in schools, 

• Hand sanitise or wash your hands regularly to help keep everyone safe, 

• If a member of the household tests positive, your child/ren no longer need to go into 7 days isolation.  Only 
positive cases isolate for 7 days now.  If returning a child to school when there is a positive case in the house, 
children concerned must wear a mask at school (when indoors) and return a negative RAT each morning 
before school.  Again – if a child is within the 12 week period after a COVID-19 infection, they do not need to 
RAT and wear a mask if a close contact, 

• Parents / guardians / adults welcome on site.  Masks not required, but allowed if one prefers.  We will continue 

to invite members of our adult community to special events, such as assembly and other events      . 
 

POSITIVE CASE UPDATE 
We have had a few cases reported this week, however, all were reported on Tuesday and none have been on site 
whilst infectious.  Due to this, at the time of writing, we have not had to warn any classes to test and monitor.  We don’t 

become complacent though – as advised above, test children twice a week, regardless of symptoms to be safe      . 
 

ANZAC DAY 
On Monday, I was joined by our School Captains (Ollie and Neriyah) and Vice Captains (Mia and Ayman) at the local 
KANGAROO FLAT ANZAC Day service.  Ollie and Neriyah lay a wreath on behalf of our school community, whilst Mia 
and Ayman had the honour of raising the flag after the minute silence.  During the service, the children also posed for 
a photo with local MEMBERS of PARLIAMENT, Maree Edwards and Lisa Chesters.  Many families came along to the 
event also – it was great to see you there!  Photos of the event are included in today’s newsletter.  Apologies to Mia, 
who was cut out of the group photo due to a technical glitch. 
 

NAPLAN – YEARS 3 & 5 
The annual NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy And Numeracy) testing will be occurring in the few 
weeks’ time.  To help parents and children prepare, an information brochure has been sent home with all Year 3’s and 
5’s.  If you missed this, please check bags… and if still no brochure, contact the Office to collect a copy.  The brochure 
outlines the testing program, the types of tests (Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy) and duration 
of each (40 – 65 minutes).  The tests are occurring online this year (apart from Year 3 writing), with the first falling on 
Tuesday, 10th May (Year 3 and 5 Writing) and then on Wednesday, 11th (Year 3 Reading), on Thursday, 12th (Year 5 
Reading), Tuesday, 17th (Year 3 and 5 Language Conventions), Wednesday, 18th (Year 3 Numeracy) and Thursday, 
19th (Year 5 Numeracy).  All children are expected to complete NAPLAN, however, if your child has a disability or 
impairment OR you have strong objection to the testing for your child, please contact me directly to organise and 
EXEMPTION (Disability) or WITHDRAWAL (Personal reason/objection). 
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Pathways in education 

 
Year 6 – 7 transition information night  

 
Wednesday May 4th at 7pm  
Crusoe College Gymnasium.  

Evening will conclude at 8:30pm. 
 

*Proof of double vaccination required on entry to the 
College for Parents/Guardians 

 

 
LIFE SKILLS 
Our Life Skills program recommenced today and will finish next Thursday, 5th May, for all children in Prep to Year 4.  
Life Skills has been a terrific program, which has been very well-received by our students and staff.  Life Skills has 
been funded by the school using some of our Mental Health initiative funds.  Next year, we plan to extend the program 
to include our Senior Unit also. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY – ADVANCED WARNING 
At the start of the year, our School Council approved our Curriculum Days (Pupil Free) for 2022.  This term, our 
curriculum day falls on Monday, 30th May.  This is a little way off, however, thought families might appreciate the 
advance warning to prepare. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
Each year our Parents and Friends (P&F) do an amazing job setting up stalls for Mother’s and Father’s Day.  This year 
will be no different, with the group setting up a stall next Wednesday and selling items to children on Thursday, 5th May 
for MOTHER’S DAY.  Items range from 50c to $20, with most items under $5.  Children are able to brings funds on 
Thursday to buy items for their loved mother, grandmother, aunty, special friend etc.  Whilst not all children have their 
mum, we encourage recognition of all important females in a child’s life… so if this is relevant to your child, feel free to 
encourage your child to buy for another significant female OR it could be for you – the sole parent who does the job of 
both.  Several gifts are unisex in nature, making this option a reality.  A big thanks in advance to our P&F.  Please 
remember to send money with your child (and a ‘green’ bag to bring home gifts) on Thursday. 
 
MIDDLE UNIT (YEAR 3/4) CAMP – SOVEREIGN HILL 
The Middle Unit Camp to Sovereign Hill is fast approaching, occurring on Thursday, 12th and Friday, 13th May. This 
overnight camp in Ballarat is always very popular, with some great activities included, such as the Red Hill Mine Tour, 
Gold Pour Demonstration, Gold Panning and the thrill of sleeping overnight at Sovereign Hill!  Please stay in touch 
with your child’s teacher and ensure notes and payments are made as requested.  A huge thank you to the Middle 
Unit, particularly Dean White, for their organisation of this camp for the girls and boys in Year 3/4.  Dean, Pauline and 
Wendy are very excited about going on this camp, as too are Pam, Clare, Jenny and myself. 
 
STAFFING 
At this stage, Leisha Morrison will need to take some leave for the coming weeks.  This is unavoidable and we 
apologise for any inconvenience caused.  During Leisha’s absence, Sue-Ellen Warren will be teaching her class. 
Please make Sue-Ellen feel welcome.  Janet Dean will also be taking Long Service Leave from Friday, 6th May to 
Friday, 13th May.  Please contact the Office directly during this time as her emails won’t be monitored during this time. 
 
RAVENSWOOD & KANGAROO FLAT BUSES 
The Ravenswood bus leaves from the top car park each afternoon.  Families and visitors of the school are asked not 
to park beside the witches hats within the 5 minute parking bay – as this area is cordoned off for our school bus, 
enabling us to get travellers onto the bus at the end of the day and on their way quickly.  The Kangaroo Flat bus (local 
Shire / Town public bus service) will continue to leave from the Shire Bus Stop located on the Calder Highway near 
our lower gate.  Again, parents are reminded to never park in the bus zone, in fact, parking along the Calder Highway 
is illegal generally and those doing so may be at risk of a fine.  It’s also very unsafe – so I again ask you to consider 
the safety of your family and child/ren and park elsewhere, walk to school, or be patient if parking in areas along 
McInnes Street as the traffic slowly moves away.  
 
FOUNDATION / PREP ENROLMENTS 
Our prep packs are now available from the Office for new and existing families.  If you can’t get to the Office and have 
a printer at home to print off forms that need completing, please ask Janet to email a pack instead. 
 
YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION 
Application for Year 7 Placement were sent 
out earlier this week.  Although the due date 
is technically Friday, 13th May, Janet will be 
on leave from the 6th – 13th May, so if you 
could please return by Thursday, 5th May, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact 
Janet if you didn’t receive your form. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Mia T, Xavier P & Dante D. 
 

With one week almost complete and 8 ahead… it’s bound to be a very busy and fast-paced term.  Ensure, with this in 

mind, you enjoy your weekends and keep those children well-rested and ready to roll Monday morning      .  Have a 

super Friday and a great weekend. 
 

Until next week… 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

 



 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

WELCOME BACK 
It has been fantastic to welcome everyone back after a 
well-deserved holiday break resting with friends and 
family.  It has been great to see everyone settle quickly 
back into school routines and expectations.  Thanks for 
your support in ensuring a successful start to Term 2! 
 

TAKE HOME BOOK 
Please make sure that your child’s Take Home book is 
in their black reader bag each day as we use them in 
class daily for our spelling program with our Year 1’s 
and for different alphabet and heart word activities with 
our Preps.  
 

Also, please continue to support our Literacy and 
Phonics programs by practicing the different activities 
in the Take Home books.  For our Year 1’s, it is our 
spelling program and for Preps it is different alphabet 
and heart word activities.  Practice at home helps to 
continue to develop the skills we work on at school. 
 

HATS 
As we move into the colder and wetter months, hats 
are no longer compulsory when playing outside at 
school.  However, if you wish for your child to continue 
wearing a hat outside that is fine as well.   
 

CRAZY HAIR DAY 
On Friday, 6th May, we will be having a crazy hair day 
to raise money for Camp Quality.  We would love to 
see what crazy hair dos that everyone can come up 
with!  It will be a gold coin donation on the day if you 
are taking part, and students are still required to wear 
their uniform. 
 

CAFÉ READING STRATEGIES 
As part of our daily literacy block, we practice different 
CAFÉ reading strategies, such as stretchy snake and 
eagle eye.  Alongside this, each child will have their 
own strategy to focus on to help improve their reading. 
Please check inside your child’s yellow reading journal 
to see what their individual CAFÉ reading strategy is.  
If you have any questions, please see your child’s 
classroom teacher. 
 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
For returning to school for Term 2 with a positive and 
ready to learn attitude: 
 

FSN Bentley G 
FSJ Elias S 
FSS Conor O 
 

Nicole, Nick, Josh & Jayden 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to Term 2!  We hope that Catherine 
enjoys her long service leave and we welcome Zoe as 
she steps in to cover her.  We have loved hearing all 
about the holiday fun the children have had! 
 

NAMED BELONGINGS 
As the weather is getting cooler and jumpers are 
coming to school, please make sure that your child’s 
name is clearly written on them, along with any other 
belongings.  These help us to get them back to you 
quickly!  Thank you. 
 

 
SPELLING 
Spelling words will be coming home again next week. 
Please remind students to practise these at home in 
preparation for their spelling tests on Fridays. 
 
THANK YOU! 
A big thanks to the Dadds family for taking care of our 
hens during the holidays! 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For being a flexible, creative learning who enjoy new 
challenges: 
 
JL Avery F 
JCZ Ryan W 
 
Leisha & Zoe 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to all students, staff and families.  We 
are looking forward to a wonderful term of learning and 
other events including sports days and Camp! 
 
SOVEREIGN HILL CAMP 
The Year 3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp will be held on 
Thursday, 12th and Friday, 13th May.  A final 
permission note and medical form were sent home 
yesterday and are due back to school next Monday, 
2nd May.  If you didn’t receive one, spares are available 
at the Office. This will assist in final camp preparations.  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 
upcoming Camp in Week 3, please contact the Office 
or your child’s teacher.  The Year 3/4 students not 
attending the Camp will participate in classroom 
programs at school. 
 
NAPLAN  
Yesterday a note was sent home with all Year 3 
students outlining the NAPLAN Tests in Week 3 and 
Week 4 of this term. Please contact your child’s 
teacher if you have any questions regarding these 
tests.  
 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Many students from the Middle Unit will be 
participating in next Wednesday’s Division Cross 
Country at the Epsom Racecourse.  The students will 
be required to wear their school uniform, a warm jacket 
and appropriate footwear.  They will also be taking 
their school bags with a snack and water bottle.  The 
students who are not attending will participate in 
classroom programs at school. 
 
SCIENCE 
This term in Science, the area of study focuses on 
Earth and Space Sciences.  As part of our learning 
about Geology, the students have been encouraged to 
find and bring a small ‘interesting’ rock to school next 
week.  We will be examining the properties of each 
rock including its size, shape, texture and colour. 
 
LIFE SKILLS 
The students will be participating in a Life Skills 
session today.  The final session will be conducted 
next Thursday. 
 
 



 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’: 
 

MD Blair M 
MW Mia M 
MP Cooper S 
 

Dean, Wendy & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to all of our Senior Unit families!  We 
hope you had a safe and restful break.  Term 2 is short 
but packed to the rafters with NAPLAN, extra- 
curricular sports and reports.  We can’t wait to have a 
great term! 
 

EXCURSIONS / CAMP 
Gym and Camp notes have been sent home this week. 
Please sign and return these ASAP, and all payments 
are available on QKR. 
 

DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY 
Next Wednesday students from Year 3-6 will be 
attending Cross Country at Bendigo Racecourse.  All 
students have received their notes with relevant race 
information. 
 

GRIP 
Notes for the GRIP Leadership have been sent out to 
our 4 school leaders.  Please return ASAP and 
payment can be made on Qkr, CSEF or at the Office. 
 

JUMPERS 
With the cooler weather here, please ensure that all 
clothing is labelled to ensure that students don’t 
misplace their belongings. 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
Year 6 Presentations will be held on Friday during 
Jen’s rotations – 1 to 2 minutes on any topic of interest 
(school appropriate).  Year 5 & 6 leadership booklets 
to be returned ASAP to SU staff. 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating a positive attitude: 
 

SA Dustan H 
SB Chase D 
SK Felicia B 
SJ Cameron K 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Jen & Roberta 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 
 

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE TICKETS 
These were sent home last term and are due back at 
the Office (both sold and unsold please) by Thursday, 
5th May.  If you didn’t receive them or you would like 
some more, there are spares at the Office. 
 

DONATIONS 
If you have any items that you could donate for the 
raffle, please leave at the Office.  Thank you. 
 

 Blocks / Boxes of Chocolates, 
 Mugs, 
 Biscuits (eg: Tim Tams), 
 Gardening Items, 
 Bathroom accessories (eg: soaps, hand cream, face 

washers), 
 Cellophane or wrapping paper. 

Parents & Friends appreciate your ongoing 
support with all our fundraisers 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
ATTENTION families!  We need your help ☺.  Our 
canteen is run by the school and does not receive any 
funding, with profits going back into the school.  With 
the help of our volunteers, we are able to keep prices 
down.  If you are interested, you will only be required 
once or twice per term and your help is greatly 
appreciated.  
 
You don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, 
uncles and grandparents are all welcome.  Thank you. 
 

2022 CANTEEN  
VOLUNTEER FORM 

FRIDAYS 
 
NAME  __________________________ 
 
PH NUMBER __________________________ 

TIME AVAILABLE □ 9:00am to 10:00am 

   □ 12:45pm to 2:00pm 
 

 
Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 

SHOP NEWS 

 
Our stock has been updated to WINTER uniform!  
Dresses and leggings are still available and if you 
required any Summer items such as shorts or short 
sleeve polo tops, please email Janet to check if they 
are in storage.  All items are still $2 each and can be 
ordered on Qkr.  Items will be sent home with students 
within 3 business days of order received, but if you 
need them more urgently than that, please email Janet 
at janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au to arrange a 
sooner pickup.  Thank you. 
 

SRC NEWS 

 
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY FUNDRAISING RESULT 
Thank you to everyone who donated on the last day of 
Term 1 – we raised $ 261 for the Good Friday Appeal! 
 

PREP CSEF UNIFORM NEWS 

 

STATE SCHOOLS’ RELIEF 
Prep CSEF Uniform Package 2022 

UPDATE FOR PARENTS 
 

Applications for the Prep 2022 CSEF Uniform Package 
are now open.  Information / Order Forms were sent 
home last term. 
 

Please return orders to the Office ASAP. 
 

If you didn’t receive an order form, please contact the 
Office.  Thank you. 
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LOST PROPERTY NEWS 

 
Please name all items of clothing, containers and drink 
bottles children bring to school as it makes it easy for 
us to return items to children.  We have had a clean-up 
of items.  The lost property was displayed outside and 
children could claim their items. 
 
Items not claimed go to: 

• the Second Hand Uniform Shop 

• the op shop  

• the bin if too soiled 
 
Please check the lost property box in the foyer if an 
item of clothing is missing.  Thank you. 
 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE PHOTOS 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 


