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CALENDAR 

Thursday, 24th March  Year 3/4 Camp 2nd Instalment of $50 due 
Friday, 25th March   RIDE2SCHOOL DAY – Meet at Phillis Street at 8:30am 
     Year 6 Student Leadership Session 
     Parent Voluntary School Review Survey due to be completed due date extended, see below 
     AFL Footy Clinics for First Steps, Junior Unit & Middle Unit – please dress appropriately 

Monday, 28th March   Smile Squad commence week-long sessions 
     Smile Squad Dental forms due back – extended cutoff date 

Wednesday, 30th March  P&F Hot Cross Bun Orders Due 
Friday, 1st April    Year 5 Student Leadership Session 
     AFL Footy Clinics for First Steps, Junior Unit & Middle Unit – please dress appropriately 
     Parent Voluntary School Review Survey due to be completed DATE EXTENDED 

Monday, 4th April   School Photo Day – please return order forms even if ordering online on this day 

Wednesday, 6th April   P&F Hot Cross Bun orders delivered 
     Pizza Day Orders Due by 9:00am 
Thursday, 7th April    Easter Raffle Drawn & Guess the Eggs Winner announced 
     Year 3/4 Camp 3rd Instalment of $50 due 

Friday, 8th April   LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – Early dismissal of 2:20pm 
     Pizza Day (no normal food items, iced treats will be available and can be preordered on Qkr) 

     OUT OF UNIFORM DAY – gold coin donation please 
Monday, 25th April   ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday, 26th April   First Day for Term 2 
Monday, 2nd May    Year 3/4 Camp Final Instalment of $45 due 
Thursday, 12th May   Year 3/4 Camp departs 
Friday, 13th May    Year 3/4 Camp returns 
Tuesday, 17th May   School Council Meeting 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s, 
It’s hard to believe that we have nearly 8 weeks of school under the belt… and there is still 2 to go.  With this in mind, 
children are tired and need to pace themselves.  As mentioned in earlier newsletters, early to bed… lots of rest, routines 
before bed and in the morning to set up for success etc.  Having well-rested children in a routine makes life so much easier.  
Good luck with this as we navigate the final 2 weeks. 
 

EARLY DROP OFFS AT SCHOOL 
Please remember that children should not be at school before 8:45am.  Students have no one supervising them until 
8:45am, when a duty teacher enters the yard.  Before 8:45am, children are in the care of their parents and should therefore 
not be on site until 8:45am.  Please ensure drop offs are at 8:45am or later.  Also ensure, if your child is riding or walking 
from home, that they don’t leave home too early.  Walkers and riders should also arrive after 8:45am.  Duty of care rests with 
families until 8:45am – so please ensure you are supervising your children until this time.  Thank you. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Each week I keep you up to date with the latest… in an ever-changing landscape: 
 

• Masks worn by all Year 3-6 children indoors, 

• Masks recommended for all Prep – Year 2 indoors, 

• RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RAT’s) done twice a week (start and mid) – please test regardless of symptoms. Whilst 
not mandatory, highly recommended to help stop the spread to other children, their families, and our staff, 

• Children and adults do not come to school when they have flu/cold-like symptoms – test and isolate until a negative 
result is received.  Rapid Antigen Tests can be used to confirm a child is negative or positive. If testing positive, 
please notify the school immediately. Thank you. When a child tests positive, they must isolate for 7 days from the 
date of the test, 

• Vaccination – please consider vaccination of your child/ren… especially recommended with new variants of Omicron 
emerging in schools, 

• Hand sanitise or wash your hands regularly to help keep everyone safe, 

• If a member of the household tests positive, your child/ren will need to go into 7 days isolation.  Please notify us if 
this happens.  If a child becomes positive during the isolation period, they will have 7 days of isolation to complete 
from the day of their positive test result, 

• Parents / guardians / adults welcome on site.  Unmasked outdoors, but masked if indoors please.  We will continue 
to invite members of our adult community to special events, such as assembly. 
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POSITIVE CASE UPDATE 
This week, we have had a few reports of positive cases… and for those who have done so, they have already been in 
isolation.  Whilst this is great news, can I encourage RAT use for all children in the remaining weeks to give all children 

the chance of remaining onsite and learning in their classrooms.  Thanks for your cooperation      . 

 
RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 
Thankfully our tests finally arrived and have been distributed. Current boxes sent home (green in colour) have covered 
this week and next (Week 9).  The final box of RAT’s for Term 1 can be collected from the office from Thursday, 31st 
March.  After this date, we will send home remaining boxes in school bags.  The final box will provide 5 tests, with 2 
used in the final week and 3 held over for the start of Term 2. 
 
END OF TERM AWARDS, EARLY DISMISSAL ETC 
Just a note on our STUDENT AWARDS, particularly for new families to our school.  Each term, students from every 
class have the chance of being chosen as a recipient of one of our important awards: EXCELLENCE IN ENGLISH, 
MATHEMATICS, VISUAL ARTS and PERFORMING ARTS, ENDEAVOUR IN ENGLISH and MATHEMATICS, 
OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPALS AWARD (8 awards per class, per 
term).  Winners are announced in our final newsletter of the term, allowing parents / carers / family the chance to 
attend the final presentation on the last day of term.  This term, we will make presentations on the final day, Friday, 8th 
of April… at 9:00am.  This ceremony will be conducted outside… with children presented certificates onstage (weather 
permitting).  If your child is getting presented an award, please feel free to attend the ceremony.  It’s a lovely occasion 
and a great time to take that keepsake photo. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our new School Council met on Tuesday night, finalising Finances for February, conducting the ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING (AGM) and also holding our March meeting.  It was a busy night, with 3 meetings for some… but overall, 
very productive… and it was nice to have many members on site, face-to-face after such a long time.  As part of the 
AGM, we elected new office bearers.  Congratulations to the following members: 

• SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT – Annette Robinson 

• VICE SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT – Shane Chapman 

• TREASURER – Jono Westcott 

• SECRETARY – Pauline Mulcair 
 

We also shared the 2021 BIG HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT.  This document showcases the school’s 
performance in LITERACY, NUMERACY, WELLBEING, ENGAGMENT etc, as well as outlining the current financial 
situation.  In coming weeks, elements of our Annual Report will be shared with the school community.  If you would 
like a draft copy, please feel free to grab a copy from our foyer.  School Council will meet again next term, with no April 
meeting (due to the holidays) and the night of Tuesday, 17th May scheduled for Finance and the May meeting. 
 

SCHOOL REVIEW – EXTENSION OF SURVEY  
Last week I advised our community about the chance for you to provide feedback about our school’s performance over 
the last 4 years.  If you wouldn’t mind… please take 5 minutes to reflect on our Review Survey – by visiting 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQ795H8 to answer questions about our work in the areas of teaching WRITING 
and MATHEMATICS, developing STUDENT LEADERSHIP, VOICE & AGENCY and providing your general thoughts 
about what have been HIGHLIGHTS at Big Hill PS over the last 4 years.  Obviously the last two years have been 
tough, but what have been some things that have stood out as successes?  By completing the survey, your opinions 
are being gathered to help us form the direction for our work over the next 4 years.  Rather than close the survey as 
advised on Friday, 25th March, I’m extending it until Friday, 1st April.  Thank you to the 5 families who have taken 
time to provide feedback.  If possible, I’d like a few more responses… your thoughts are important to us.  Just a tip… if 

any question stumps you, please just write UNSURE and move to those questions you can answer      .  This survey 

will remain open for another couple of weeks, giving more time for parents to complete it, thank you. 
 

STAFFING 
Next term, Catherine Kelley will be taking some well-earned rest with a Term’s Long Service Leave.  During the 9 
weeks of Term 2, Zoe Wright will be teaching Catherine’s class.  As Zoe has worked in the Junior Unit in 2021, this 
move will be seamless and the children will benefit from her knowledge of working in this area of our school. Currently, 
Zoe’s tutoring position for Term 2 is being filled.  I expect I can advise who will replace Zoe’s tutoring role in next 
week’s newsletter.  At this stage, Zoe will return to tutoring in Term 3. 
 

INSTAGRAM, MESSENGER, FACEBOOK, SNAPCHAT, TIKTOK ETC 
Professionally, my advice to parents is to not allow children to use platforms like INSTAGRAM, MESSENGER, 
FACEBOOK, SNAPCHAT, TIKTOK etc, particularly if they are not Senior members of our school.  Even for our Year 
6’s, children often are not at the recommended age to use such platforms, with many having a minimum age of 13.  
We hear of many issues online.  If you have one experience where your child is involved in unsatisfactory exchanges 
online, take it as a sign that the children using the platform just aren’t ready.  You can’t control what other children do, 
but you can control what your child does.  Don’t use the platforms at all.  In the event that you decide children can 
have an account, ensure you supervise them when using it. Remember too… all online interaction should be 
supervised.  No devices in bedrooms.  It’s scary to think of it this way, but Internet access allows connection to online 
strangers… so, do you want your child alone in their bedroom with a stranger?  I’m sure you don’t.  Take control. 

Supervise and keep your children safe      . 
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RAVENSWOOD BUS CHANGE, BUS ZONES ETC 
Our Kangaroo Flat bus is arriving earlier and we are dismissing later.  This is creating congestion in the bus pick up 
zone on the Calder Highway when we have the Ravenswood bus waiting when the Kangaroo Flat bus arrives.  To sort 
out this issue, we will return the Ravenswood bus pick up and drop off to our top car park.  Ravenswood bus travellers 
will meet teachers outside the staffroom each night after school… get marked off the roll and be supervised as they 
head up the steps and onto the bus.  Unfortunately, the bus may get caught in end of day traffic, so advise families to 
expect a slightly later arrival home in the afternoons as a result.  We will start this arrangement immediately.  Parents 
parking around the school need to keep the bus zones free on the Calder Highway… and also the 5 minute drop off 
zone outside our Year 5/6 classroom – where the Ravenswood bus needs to park.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TRAINING – YEAR 5/6’S 
Tomorrow, our Year 6 students will be trained in Student Leadership.  As part of the YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAM… 
students will focus on PUBLIC LEADERSHIP skills for the day.  Then, on Friday, 1st April, our Year 5’s will be trained 
in PERSONAL LEADERSHIP… the building blocks training of leadership… prepping students for their role as Student 
Leaders in the yard, classroom and hopefully, as future leaders of the school.  Senior Unit staff and myself will be 
involved in training our students on both days in the multipurpose. 
 

AFL CLINICS & CROSS COUNTRY 
Over the coming Fridays, children in Prep – Year 4 will have access to an exciting AFL Clinic at school.  In addition to 
this, all Year Levels are beginning to practise CROSS COUNTRY in the lead up to next term’s REGIONAL CROSS 
COUNTRY.  The Middle Unit will be running their Cross Country on Monday, 28th March, the Senior Unit on Tuesday, 
29th March, and First Steps & Junior Unit on Wednesday, 30th March. 
 

SMILE SQUAD VISIT 
Next week, the SMILE SQUAD (A fantastic FREE school dental service) will visit Big Hill PS, set up and begin 
screening children who have returned forms to have their teeth checked.  If you would like your child to participate in 
this program, please return forms by Monday.  Spares are available from the Office.  Thank you. 
 

YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION 
2023 Year 7 transition information about enrolment will be sent home early Term 2. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Angus D, Bel Y, Lucy H, Valentine J, Archie M, Eliza B, Milly B & Harley N. 
 

Two weeks to go before children can enjoy a good rest.  Keep up the good work at home supporting children with 
routines and rest.  
 

As the weekend approaches, enjoy the rest of the weekend and have a super weekend… 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

TAKE HOME BOOK  
Well done to all the Foundation students who have 
been busy at home learning the letters and sounds of 
the alphabet and reading and writing their heart words. 
Our Year 1 students have also been working hard at 
home practicing their 5 weekly spelling words. We 
have been noticing some great improvements. Keep 
up the wonderful work! Just a reminder that Take 
Home Books need to remain in your child’s black 
reader bag and brought to school each day. 
 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Next Wednesday, 30th March, the First Steps Unit will 
be competing in out Unit’s Cross Country.  To assist us 
with this, please ensure that your children are dressed 
in appropriate clothes for running around the Oval on 
the Tiger Turf.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
 

FOOTY CLINIC 
Tomorrow we will also be starting our footy clinics 
which will be run by AFL Victoria instructors and will go 
for the next two Fridays (March 25th and April 1st). 
Students will need to be dressed in appropriate 
clothing for this event as well. Thanks again for your 
cooperation.  
 

SHOW AND TELL 
We have all finished sharing our All About Me bags 
and are now ready to start our Show and Tell program. 
Your child’s classroom teacher will stick a tag into your 
child’s Take Home Book which will tell you what day 
they need to bring their item into school.  
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying our School Values of ‘Be Responsible’ 
and ‘Be Respectful’ when participating in the Life Skills 
program: 
 

FSN Ruby S 
FSJ Zoe B 
FSS Connie P 
 

Nicole, Nick, Josh & Jayden 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
FOOTY CLINIC 
We are all looking forward to our first footy clinic 
session tomorrow. Please ensure that your child is 
wearing appropriate footwear and clothing and that 
they bring a drink bottle to keep hydrated during our 
session. 
 



 

SPELLING 
Please note that next week will be our final week of 
spelling for the term. It has been great to see the 
children practising their individual spelling words each 
week at home and school and completing their daily 
Look, Say, Name, Cover, Write, Check spelling.  
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Values of ‘Respect’ and 
‘Responsibility’ during Specialist lessons: 
 

JL Hunter R 
JC Jazmine T 
 

Catherine & Leisha 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Weather permitting, all the students in the Middle Unit 
will participate in a Cross Country Run at school next 
Monday afternoon. The students who achieve a top ten 
result in each age group will be invited to represent Big 
Hill PS and compete in the Regional Cross Country at 
the Epsom Racecourse next term. 
 

FOOTBALL CLINIC 
Tomorrow morning the students will participate in an 
AFL Footy Clinic. This session will be run on our 
school oval by representatives from Regional AFL 
Victoria. A second clinic will be conducted next Friday, 
1st April.  Just a reminder that students will need a hat 
and a drink bottle for the Footy Clinic tomorrow and the 
Cross Country Run next Monday. 
 

LIFE SKILLS 
We looked forward to Session 4 today. Last week the 
session focused on the value of ‘Teamwork’. The 
students participated in cooperative games and 
mindfulness activities. They practised their listening, 
breathing and relaxation skills too. 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’: 
 

MD Sophie B 
MW Rydder G 
MP Kaylie A 
 

Dean, Wendy & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
SCHOOL LUNCHES 
If students are making their own lunches, please 
ensure that they bring an adequate amount of food to 
last for the day.  We have had a few students who 
have run out and have needed a top up from our very 
limited school supply of snacks. 
 
FRUIT 
We have noticed that the Senior Unit are enjoying our 
weekly fruit bowl deliveries however it would be great 
for families to provide a piece of fruit to share as an 
extra lunchbox item if possible.  We will use these to 
create communal fruit bowls for the students to enjoy. 
If you can provide a piece of fruit that is easy to eat 
that doesn’t need to be cut, that would be great.  This 
is a suggestion to support our kids throughout the day 
by ensuring their tummies are full and ready to learn. 
 

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP DATES 
Our students are looking forward to our upcoming 
student leadership sessions with Matt.  The dates are 
as follows: 
Friday, 25th March – Year 6 
Friday, 1st April – Year 5 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photo day is fast approaching, a reminder for 
Year 6 students to wear their graduation tops for 
photos. 
 
JUMPERS AND JACKETS 
We have noticed over the last week due to colder 
mornings, we are accumulating unnamed jumpers in 
the Senior Unit.  Please ensure all jumpers and jackets 
brought to school on cold mornings are named. 
 
FRIDAY, 25TH MARCH – RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY 
National Ride to School Day is on tomorrow, you can 
join Brett at Phillis Street at 8:30am, he hopes to see 
you all there! 
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating gratitude towards peers: 
 
SA Eliza B 
SB Mikayla F 
SK Evie S 
SJ Mileah G 
 
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Jen & Roberta 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE  
Order forms are due back by Wednesday, 30th March. 
 

Please remember to still bring in your order form to the 
Office even if you order on Qkr.  Thank you. 
 

EASTER RAFFLE 
Tickets are due back (both sold and unsold please) by 
9:00am on Thursday, 7th April.  The raffle will be drawn 
on this day with winners being announced at 3:00pm. 
 

We are seeking donations of any kind towards our 
Easter Raffle.  If you are needing ideas for donations 
here’s some suggestions: 
 

 Blocks or boxes of chocolates 
 Easter Eggs 
 Kids craft activities 
 Cellophane 
 Easter baskets 
 Gift cards 

 

Please leave donations at the Office.  Thank you to 
those families who have already donated, we 
appreciate your generosity. 
 

GUESS THE EASTER EGG COMPETITION 
Numbers are selling fast!  It is 50 cents a guess and 
the closest guess to the actual total (if not the actual 
total) will win the jar!   
 

Get in quick to secure your (hopefully) lucky guess! 
 

Good luck everyone and have fun! 
 

Parents & Friends appreciate your ongoing 
support with all our fundraisers 
 



 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

PIZZA DAY 
On Friday, 8th April we will be having our Pizza Day.  
This happens on the last Friday of Terms 1-3 with 
Term 4’s Pizza Day being held on the second last 
Friday as the canteen is closed for the last week of the 
school year. 
 

Orders are preferred to be done via Qkr but cash 
orders can be accepted, and all orders need to be 
submitted by 9:00am on Wednesday, 6th April.   
 

You can also pre-order iced treats for the day or bring 
in cash on the day. 
 

Please note that the Canteen’s normal food items are 
NOT available on this day, only iced treats. Thank you. 
 

Tammy Fear,  
Canteen Manager 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 
NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL 
DAY – TOMORROW  
This is Australia’s biggest 
celebration of active travel 
and one of the best days on 
the school calendar.  Ride, 
scoot or walk to school, it’s a 
great way to start the day.   
 
Meet Brett at Phillis Street at 

8:30am 😊. 

 
SRC NEWS 

 
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY 
The last day of Term 1 will be an out of uniform day. 
Please bring a gold coin donation and all the money 
raised goes to the Good Friday Appeal for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital in Melbourne. 
 
Money will be able to be brought in and collected and 
also a virtual tin is available by clicking here: 

https://www.virtualtinshake.com.au/fundraisers/
BigHillPrimarySchool 

 

 

I'm shaking a Virtual Tin 

for the Good Friday 

Appeal 

Please donate and share 

this tin with your friends 

and family to ensure 

The Royal Children's 

Hospital is able to 

continue to provide 

world class care to 

patients and their 

families. 

Thank you! 
 
Cara Barnes, 
Chaplain 
 

 

PREP CSEF UNIFORM NEWS 

 

STATE SCHOOLS’ RELIEF 
Prep CSEF Uniform Package 2022 

UPDATE FOR PARENTS 
 
Applications for the Prep 2022 CSEF Uniform Package 
are now open.  Information / Order Forms have been 
sent home today.   
 
Please return orders to the Office ASAP.  If you don’t 
receive an order form, please contact the Office.  
Thank you. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

World Down Syndrome Day 
 

What is World Down Syndrome Day? 

World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD), Monday, 21st March, 

is a global awareness day that has been officially 

observed by the United Nations since 2012. 
 

Join in with us to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day 

and advocate for the rights, inclusion and wellbeing of 

people with Down syndrome on Monday, 21st March. 
 

Lots of Socks 2022 

The aim of the ‘Lots of Socks’ campaign is to raise 

awareness of Down syndrome among the community, as 

well as raise funds for Down Syndrome Australia. The 

idea behind the ‘Lots of Socks’ initiative is acceptance of 

all our differences, and what makes us unique as an 

individual. 
 

Socks come in all shapes, sizes, and designs, just like each 

of us. This year’s design has been selected through a 

national competition held by Down Syndrome Australia. 
 

About our socks 

The sock designs have been selected through a national 

competition held by DSA, and the winners were judged by 

the national Down Syndrome Advisory Network (DSAN). 
 

Winning artists Mark Polonsky (VIC) 

left sock and Josie McAndrew (NSW) 

right sock incorporated an 

Australiana theme, with Mark’s 

design inspired by his love for animals 

and Josie’s a tribute to Australian 

music legend Keith Urban. 
 

Join us by wearing something people will ask you about so 

that you can tell them all about WDSD and get your day 

care, school, college, university, work, or other groups 

involved. 
 

Purchasing your socks 

Socks represent inclusion, acceptance, and diversity within 

our community and are a great way for you to show you 

support for Down syndrome. 
 

Purchasing your socks is easy and can be done in seconds 

via your mobile device. The cost is $12.50 per pair. 
 

Down Syndrome Australia shop 
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downsyndrome.org.au%2Fshop%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJanet.Dean%40education.vic.gov.au%7C463b55ac30734c1fad8808d9fd677518%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637819443061290135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=NI0xF94pQPPQLfIOeZ2Vfc4q1NZ3Y%2FOo7R8EWXLHfRo%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

FRIDAY, 8TH APRIL 
 

 
 
 

HAWAIIAN 
 

OR 
 

MEATLOVERS 
 

OR 
 

VEGETARIAN 
 

WITH PRIMA OR MILK 
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk) 

 

 If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice 

 

 Orders can be cash and order details put in an envelope, or ordered on our 

Qkr app 

 

 Orders placed using the Qkr app need to be placed by 9:00am on 

Wednesday, 6th April.  Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 

 Iced treats will be available as normal 

 

 AND YOU CAN ALSO PREORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR! 
 

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU  

IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY 
 

PIZZA DAY MEAL 

$5.00 


