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CALENDAR 
Friday, 25th February   Year 6 Leadership Training 
Monday, 28th February   SRC & School Leader Badges being presented at 9:00am Assembly – ALL WELCOME! 
Tuesday, 1st March   Easter Raffle Tickets sent home 
     Guess the Easter Eggs Competition commences 
     Year 5 Leadership Training 
Thursday, 3rd March   Life Skills commences for Prep – Year 4 
Tuesday, 22nd March   School Council Meeting  
Wednesday 23rd March   Resilience Project Parent Presentation - Live Webinar (with other schools) time TBC 

Monday, 4th April   School Photo Day 
Thursday, 7th April    Easter Raffle Drawn & Guess the Eggs Winner announced 

Friday, 8th April   LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – Early dismissal of 2:20pm 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s, 
As we move through Week 4, it’s hard to believe that we are approaching the halfway mark of the term.  By now, 
children are all in routine and settling well.  Of course, one or two are still adapting… and last year certainly didn’t help 
that with disrupted school and kinder in 2021.  Regardless, I’m pleased to say, for the great majority, we are seeing 
classes gel and teachers are reporting favourably on the performance of their children. 
 

PREPS 
As of next Monday, 28th February… Preps commence school FULL TIME, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday!  Wednesdays are no longer a rest day for Preps, as the majority have adapted to being at school for full 
days.  Of course, if you know your child is exhausted, please use common sense and continue to give them a rest 
over the coming weeks if they need it.  Each child is different, so if you notice your child is tired Tuesday night, or after 
first Wednesday, support with additional rest.  The best thing to do is have a routine, get children to bed early… eat 

well, plenty to drink and limit screen time      . 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Restrictions are easing in the community, but NOT for Primary School settings.  Please take note of the following: 
 

• Children to wear masks at school – recommended for Prep & Year 1/2 and mandatory for Years 3 – 6 (unless 
a valid medical exemption has been provided in writing to the school).  All adults on site to wear masks at all 
times, unless outdoors and socially distanced.  We are asking families to try and send their child to school with 
their own masks where possible, 

• RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RAT’s) will continue to be used by all students twice a week before coming to 
school.  We suggest Monday and Wednesday OR Tuesday and Thursday.  The third box of RAT’s can be 
collected from the Office for Weeks 5 and 6.  If you have not collected these by Friday, we will send them 
home with children.  As with the previous boxes, there is a spare for that morning you might want to double-
check if your child is well.  RAT’s are not mandated, but are suggested to ensure schools are as safe as 
possible.  When testing, you only need to notify the school when your child tests positive.  As we have had 
positive cases on site, please, if you haven’t been doing the RAT’s, start doing them to keep others (including 
those in your family) safe, 

• Children and adults do not come to school when they have flu/cold-like symptoms – test and isolate until a 
negative result is received.  RAT’s can be used to confirm a child is negative or positive. If testing positive, 

please notify the school immediately.  Thank you      .  When a child tests positive, they must isolate for 7 days 

from the date of the test, 

• Vaccination – whilst not mandatory for children, health advice suggests children are safer with a COVID 
vaccination.  As 5-12 year olds are now eligible, please consider getting your children fully vaccinated at a 
local GP, pharmacy or vaccination clinic, 

• Hand sanitise or wash your hands regularly to keep everyone safe, 

• If a member of the household tests positive, your child/ren will need to go into 7 days isolation.  Please notify 
us if this happens.  If a child becomes positive during the isolation period, they will have 7 days of isolation to 
complete from the day of their positive test result. 

 

Parents / guardians / carers and visitors can come to our outdoor assembly on Mondays AND We look forward to 
seeing parents / guardians / carers at assembly each week. 
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NO FURTHER POSITIVE CASES ON SITE 
This week, we have not had positive cases on site whilst infectious.  Cases this week have come from children being 
in isolation due to a family member testing negative, then testing positive themselves later in the 7 day isolation period. 
Where a child has been on site during their infectious period, we will let the affected classes and family know.  Again – 
where your child tests positive, please advise the school immediately and report the case on the STUDENT COVID-19 
TESTING PORTAL via the following link: 

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fs%2F 
or simply Google STUDENT COVID TEST PORTAL. When testing positive, children are in isolation for 7 days 
including the day they test positive.  An easy way to remember it is if you test positive on a Tuesday, you should be 
right to return on the next Tuesday. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
We had a very busy School Council Meeting on Tuesday night, with a lot of FINANCE approval work to be done for 
the start of the year AND updates around our new ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN, training regarding our 
upcoming SCHOOL REVIEW and much more.  This was the last meeting of the current School Council, so we farewell 
MELISSA MILLER (School Council President), Wayne Murphy and Naomi Pietzsch.  The three parents have worked 
tirelessly over many years to support our school and on behalf of the school, wish them all the best as their families 
move through the secondary school system.  The next meeting of School Council is on Tuesday, 22nd March.  Finance 
will meet at 6:30pm, the Annual General Meeting (AGM) will occur at 7:00pm, followed by our March meeting, with 
new officer bearers in place.  Traditionally, during the AGM, the School Annual Report is presented.  This meeting at 
7:00pm is an open meeting to any of our parents who would like to attend.  I will share the WEBEX link to attend 
closer to the meeting. 
 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS & STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) BADGE PRESENTATION, MONDAY 9AM 
On Monday our School Captains, Vice School Captains and Student Representative Council (SRC) members will be 
presented with their badges.  Parents, Carers and Guardians are invited to attend, to enjoy this special moment and 
take that photo to treasure.  The assembly will commence at 9:00am outdoors, in our undercover area.  Masks do not 
have to be worn outdoors.  We look forward to seeing many of you in attendance to enjoy this special moment. 
 

GROUNDS WORK THANKS & REQUEST 
Over the summer, we had a hard-working group of parents who ensured our new lawn area was watered.  Thank you 
once again to those involved!  From time to time, we do ask favours of parents who might be able to help. Do you 
have a skill set with painting?  We have external seats and tables with timber tops that are weathering.  If you are able 
to come in on a Saturday and stain the timber, it would be much appreciated.  Volunteers would need to have the 
required tools and stain to complete this task, however, if you are buying the stain, ensure you drop the receipt into the 
Office to be reimbursed.  Staining early in the day with warmer weather would be advised to ensure the area is dry by 
the return of students on a Monday. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS – NOMINATION FORMS DUE TOMORROW AFTERNOON 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the Office and must be lodged by 3:15pm, tomorrow… Friday, 25th February, 
2022.  If a ballot is required (depending on the number of nominations), this will close at 3:15pm on Friday, 4 th March 
2022.  Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms of 
office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as follows: 
 

 

Please feel free to contact me for further information.  Nomination forms are available from the Office or can be 
organised to be sent home for signing.  We are genuinely looking for new members – the commitment is 8 meetings a 
year, always on a Tuesday night (2 per term) at 7:00pm. 
 

ELECTION TIMELINE 
Friday, 11th February Call for nominations (forms available from the Office) 
Friday, 25th February Closing date for nominations (forms must be returned to the Office by 3:15pm on this date).  
   Nominations assessed and the need for a ballot decided.  If ballot is not required, new School 
   Council announced and meet soon after this date OR Ballot set up (if required) 
Friday, 4th March Close of Ballot (if required) 
Tuesday, 8th March Counting of Ballot (if required) 
   Declaration of Ballot 
   New School Council announced and will meet shortly after this date 
 

Membership Category 
Terms of 
Office 

Currently Held by 
Number of 
Positions 

 
Department of Education 
and Training 

 
March 2022 – 
March 2024 

• VACANCY 

• Sharyn Burnett 
(Sharyn will need to renominate if she wishes to continue) 

2 

 
Parent 

 
March 2022 – 
March 2024 

• Sharon Jones 

• Bridget Chambers 

• VACANCY 

• Jonothan Westcott 

• VACANCY 
(Sharon, Bridget and Jonothan will need to renominate if they wish to continue) 

5 
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AMBULANCE VISIT 
If you see an ambulance onsite Monday, don’t be concerned.  Catherine and Leisha have organised a special visit and 
the Junior Unit children will be having a good look over the ambulance, learning all about it and then writing all about it 

     . 

 
HOT WEATHER/HATS 
With warm weather still upon us, please ensure your child has a drink bottle, broad-brimmed hat and sunscreen each 
day.  We encourage NO HAT NO PLAY to keep children safe from the sun, however, children are happier when they 
can play freely… so having a hat means they can.  If your child has lost a hat, replacements are available from the 
office or via our Qkr app for $10. 
 
LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM 
Next week, our Life Skills Program commences for all FIRST STEPS, JUNIOR UNIT and MIDDLE UNIT CLASSES. 
Life Skills has worked in the school previously and has been thoroughly enjoyed by staff and students.  As part of the 
visit, a focus on mental health, resilience and mindfulness occurs.  This is part of our response to the rising MENTAL 
HEALTH NEEDS of our students.  For the rest of this term, classes can look forward to a lesson a week for 6 weeks. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Alexis W, Claudia V, Cooper M, Jackson B, Harper O & Thalia M. 
 
Friday looms and so does our wonderful canteen lunch day.  Has your child/ren tried our canteen menu… available on 

Wednesdays and Fridays via our Qkr payment app?  No?  Why not start tomorrow…?       

 
Have a lovely Friday and an even better weekend.  Until next week… 
 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 
PREPS  
Just a reminder that yesterday was our Prep students’ 
last Wednesday off school.  As of next week, all Prep 
students will commence full time attendance. Thank 
you to all families who have bought their child in for 
assessment on these days. 
 
ALL ABOUT ME BAGS  
Next week we will be sharing the special items in our 
bags with our classmates.  If your child did not receive 
or have lost their brown paper bag, please contact your 
child’s teacher. Thank you to all the family who have 
already helped their child choose their special ideas 
and have returned the paper bag.  
 
LIFE SKILLS  
Next week all First Steps students will be taking part in 
the Life Skills Program which will be held every 
Thursday for 6 weeks.  This program equips students 
with the tools to develop the social, emotional and 
physical capabilities needed to thrive today and in the 
future. The first session focusses on breathing 
exercises which help calm the mind, build resilience 
and develop self-regulation. Students will need to wear 
school shorts or tracksuit pants.  
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating the School Value of ‘Respect’ while 
participating in specialist lessons: 
 
FSN Cooper M 
FSJ Gabrielle B 
FSS Sonny H 
 
Nicole, Nick, Josh & Jayden 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
HOME READING 
We are so happy to see that so many of our children 
are consistently reading at home this year and look 
forward to presenting the first of many reading awards 
at next week’s assembly! 
 
ZONES OF REGULATION 
As part of our ‘Learning to Learn’ study, the children 
have been learning about The Zones of Regulation.  
 

This is a way to teach regulation by categorising all of 
the different ways we feel and states of alertness we 
experience into four coloured zones.  
 

Children are learning how to identify which zone they 
are in at any given time, how they got to be in that 
zone and how they can move themselves out of that 
zone if needed.  
 

See the chart below and ask your child to share their 
learning with you. 
 

 



 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating a happy and enthusiastic attitude 
towards all aspects of their class work: 
 

JL Abby M 
JC Mila M 
 

Catherine & Leisha 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 
SPECIALIST TIMETABLE CHANGE 
Please note that a change has been made to Wendy’s 
specialist timetable. Her class will now be having 
Library on Tuesdays and Art on Thursdays.  
 
ROTATIONS 
All Middle Unit classes will now be participating in 
rotations – PE, History and Science on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings. 
 
HOMEWORK 
The students have made a great start to the school 
year with their Homework Booklets and Diaries.  Keep 
up the spelling practice and the home reading.  Please 
remember to keep a record of the total number of 
nights read. 
 
LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM 
The Life Skills Program commences on Thursday, 3rd 
March.  Over the next 6 weeks, the Middle Unit classes 
will participate in a weekly 35 minute session with a 
trained instructor. Details of each session was included 
in last week’s newsletter.  
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Safety’: 
 

MD Addison H 
MW Kirra W 
MP Sierra S 
 

Dean, Wendy & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

HATS AND DRINK BOTTLES 
Please bring in a black SunSmart hat and a labelled 
drink bottle with only water daily.  Hats can be 
purchased from the Office or via our Qkr app for $10. 
 

SCHOOL & VICE SCHOOL CAPTAIN BADGES 
The badge presentation will be held on Monday, 28th 
February at assembly.  We hope to see you there! 
 
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 
If you missed our evening last week, here is the link to 
our presentation, please look through and if you have 
any questions, please email your child’s teacher. 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18RhcrbwvXGWq3-
ZatP5frip0c7WzxpxgWe9_2nCNaQk/edit?usp=sharing 

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP DATES 
Year 5/6 students will be working with Matt, Jen and 
Brett focusing on Public and Personal Leadership.  
 

These sessions will run on the Friday dates below: 
▪ Friday, 25th February – Year 6 
▪ Friday, 1st March – Year 5 

 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ 
through building independent learning strategies: 
 

SA Caitlyn B 
SB Phoebe C 
SK Charlie T 
SJ Keira H 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Jen & Roberta 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 

 

Clean Up Australia Day is on the Friday, 4th March. To 
support the day, we will be having a Nude Food Day at 
school.  Nude Food Day is a day when rubbish free 
lunches and snacks are encouraged.   
 

The benefits of packing a rubbish free lunch are: 
 Teaching children about the need to reduce, 

reuse and recycle, 
 Looking after our health, 
 Promoting a rubbish free school and reducing 

our environmental footprint.  
 

Ideas for a nude lunch: 
➢ Pack lunch in reusable containers, 
➢ Unwrap any snacks that come in a wrapper at 

home before placing in your child’s lunch box. 
 

 

STORY BOX LIBRARY 
All students at Big Hill Primary School have access to 
Story Box Library which is an Australian reading 
resource that can support home reading.  
 

Please find some information below from the crew at 
SBL:  
 

Your child can watch favourite stories, read aloud by 
fabulous storytellers, at home as well as in the 
classroom.  
 

Reading aloud to children, in particular by diverse and 
engaging storytellers, greatly improves language and 
literacy skills, especially in the early years of a child’s 
development. Story Box Library is committed to 
supporting and engaging the practice of storytelling. It 
is intended for use as a complementary form of 
delivering the precious experience of being read aloud 
to, in order to improve children’s lives. Connecting 
children with literature through the complementary 
medium of film, providing a vibrant, interactive 
experience via a diverse range of storytellers sharing 
the best of our local children’s picture books.  
 

To access Story Box Library at home:  
 

1) Visit www.storyboxlibrary.com.au, 
2) Choose Log In from the top right corner of the 

screen, 
3) Log in using the username and password – 

Username: bighillps password: bhps, 
4) Enjoy the library of stories on any device with 

internet connection. 
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SECOND HAND  

UNIFORM NEWS 

 
Our Second Hand Uniform items are available on our 
Qkr app.  If you wish to purchase any items ($2 each), 
please place an order using the app, and then once it 
comes through to us (usually within 2 business days), 
we will fill it and give to your child.  If you would rather 
collect it, please contact Janet to make sure the order 
is ready first.  Thank you. 
 
If you wish to have a look at the current stock available 
(and also winter stock on shelves but not on Qkr) 
please email Janet to arrange a time at 

janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au 
 

OSHC NEWS 

 
SIGN IN / OUT 
Just a reminder to all parents that it is a requirement of 
attending the OSHC program to sign your child in/out 
for every session they attend.  Thank you. 
 
PAYMENTS 
Just a reminder that you can pay your account in 
advance and have a credit sit on your OSHC account.  
You will still receive statements weekly so you can 
keep track of how much credit you have.  Thanks. 
 
Janet Dean 
Admin – OSHC 
 

ART NEWS 

 
Hello everyone, we are off to a terrific start in the Art 
Room, I'm loving the enthusiasm and warm welcomes.  
 
I hope all students have had a chance to view your 
beautiful artwork on display in the Library.  
 
It's a collaboration between all classes and 
demonstrates your amazing skill, so make sure you've 
had a look! Here is a photo so you can share it with 

your family.  Thanks      . 

 

 
 
Alice Bath 
Visual Arts 
 

 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 
 

HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE  
This great fundraiser will be happening this year – 
more information to follow next week. 
 

EASTER RAFFLE 
Tickets will be sent home with your child on Tuesday, 
1st March and are due back (both sold and unsold 
please) by 9:00am on Thursday, 7th April.  The raffle 
will be drawn on this day with winners being 
announced at 3:00pm. 
 

We are seeking donations of any kind towards our 
Easter Raffle.  If you are needing ideas for donations 
here’s some suggestions: 
 

 Blocks or boxes of chocolates 
 Easter Eggs 
 Kids craft activities 
 Cellophane 
 Easter baskets 
 Gift cards 

 

Please leave donations at the Office, thank you. 
 

GUESS THE EASTER EGG COMPETITION 
We are running this competition again this year and 
hope you will all enjoy guessing how many eggs are in 
the jar. This will start on Tuesday, 1st March at the 
Office.  It is 50 cents a guess and the closest guess to 
the actual total (if not the actual total) will win the jar!   
 

Good luck everyone and have fun! 
 

Parents & Friends appreciate your ongoing 
support with all our fundraisers 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
ATTENTION all new families!  We need your help ☺.  
Our canteen is run by the school and does not receive 
any funding, with profits going back into the school.  
With the help of our volunteers, we are able to keep 
prices down.  If you are interested, you will only be 
required once or twice per term and your help is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

You don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, 
uncles and grandparents are all welcome.  You will 
need to be double vaccinated (booster too would be 
preferred, but not essential) and have a Working With 
Children’s Check (Voluntary type, NOT Employee type) 
which is free and easy to apply for online.  Thank you. 
 

When ordering via the app, you will need to add a 
paper bag to your cart for each child’s order.  
Thank you. 
 

2022 CANTEEN  
VOLUNTEER FORM 

FRIDAYS 
 
NAME  __________________________ 
 
PH NUMBER __________________________ 

TIME AVAILABLE □ 9:00am to 10:00am 

   □ 12:45pm to 2:00pm 
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POSSIBLE SHORTAGES 
Due to supplier issues, there may be times where we 
are out of stock of some items.  If this happens, we will 
check with your child to offer them a suitable 
alternative.  
 

Apologies in advance but the current circumstances 
are out of our control.  
 

Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager 
 

LIFE SKILLS – PREP TO YEAR 4 

 
 

This term, children will be 
attending the Life Skills program 
on a Thursday commencing 
Thursday, 3rd March for 6 weeks. 
This program is provided by the 
school with no cost to parents. 

 

On Thursdays, children in Prep to Year 4 will need to 
wear suitable school shorts or tracksuit pants with T 
shirt tops (no jewellery). 
 

Life Skills Group offer interdisciplinary PDHPE / SEL / 
Mindfulness / Wellbeing and accredited Professional 
Development (NESA) programs that are non-
competitive and curriculum based. 
 

This School Program is designed to build awareness of 
children’s social, emotional and physical health and 
wellbeing through movement, focused attention and 
mindfulness. 
 

Delivered by an expert educator in-school, side-by-side 
with your child’s classroom teacher. 
 

In-school programs improve students’ concentration, 
communication, listening, resilience, confidence and 
self-regulation skills. 
 
The program also improves balance, spatial 
awareness & motor skills. 
 
For more information please visit their website at: 
www.lifeskillsgroup.com.au 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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