
    Calder Chronicle 
      Number 2  Phone  (03) 5447 7022 

         Email:  big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

         Website:  www.bighillps.vic.edu.au 

         Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/ 
 

THURSDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

CALENDAR 
Monday, 14th February   Applications due for SRC – Years 2 to 6 
     Applications due for Student Leaders / School Captains 
     Junior Unit Parent Teacher Information Exchange 5:30pm 
Tuesday, 15th February   First Steps Parent Teacher Information Exchange 5:30pm 
Wednesday, 16th February   Middle Unit Parent Teacher Information Exchange 5:30pm 
Thursday, 17th February   Senior Unit Parent Teacher Information Exchange 5:30pm 
Tuesday, 22nd February   School Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 1st March   Easter Raffle Tickets sent home 
     Guess the Easter Eggs Competition commences 
Thursday, 3rd March   Life Skills commences for Prep – Year 4 
Wednesday 23rd March   Resilience Project Parent Presentation - Live Webinar (with other schools) time TBC 

Monday, 4th April   School Photo Day 
Thursday, 7th April    Easter Raffle Drawn & Guess the Eggs Winner announced 

Friday, 8th April   LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – Early dismissal of 2:20pm 
 

School Organisation 

 
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s, 
 
As we fly through Week 2, it’s been great to see the children settling into routine and forming new bonds with 
classmates and their teacher/s.  I’ve noticed that there is some fatigue in younger students, as the reality of being back 
at school, coupled with warmer weather, brings the reality of being back in a routine.  This can be a real adjustment for 
some children, so be patient and don’t be too concerned initially.  Stay the course with reminders of going to bed early, 
getting up in time to be prepared and of course, encourage each day as a new day – an exciting opportunity to be with 
friends and staff unlike so many weeks of 2021. 
 
PREPS 
Our Preps are enjoying their days at school, but needing those Wednesdays off.  Kinder last year was fragmented with 
lockdowns and interruptions, so many of our Preps are not used to long visits at school.  We are finding for a small 
few, they are getting tired and can even fall asleep. As stated above, endeavour to get routines in place… early to 
bed… up with plenty of time to get ready for school etc.  The warm weather doesn’t help, so as the year progresses 
and temperatures begin to drop, things will get easier.  The children will also adjust to the routine as time goes on too! 
A reminder that PREPS have Wednesdays off in February… however, should attend the PREP ENTRY 
ASSESSMENT INTERVIEW with the class teacher on one of the Wednesdays. These tests are mandatory… so 
please ensure you keep your appointment time and have your child at school for this important assessment of their 
literacy and numeracy skills.  To help parents adjust, remember that brain food is eaten at 10:00am and is fresh fruit or 
vegetable (please cut these up so it is easy for your child to eat).  Readers come home each night with children – 
please practise reading each night with your child and fill in their reading log / book.  Hats are worn in the yard each 

day – SunSmart… so ensure your child comes to school with their school hat and a drink bottle in the hot weather      . 

 
STAYING SAFE – COVID-19, RAT’S ETC 
With COVID-19 infections across the region, it’s important to outline the current regulations to all families to keep 
everyone as safe as possible. Please note: 
 

• Children to wear masks at school – recommended for Prep & Year 1/2 and mandatory for Years 3 – 6.  All 
adults on site to wear masks at all times, unless outdoors and socially distanced.  We are asking families to try 
and send their child to school with their own masks where possible, 

• RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RAT’s) will continue to be used by all students twice a week before coming to 
school. We suggest Monday and Wednesday OR Tuesday and Thursday. The second box of RAT’s, with two 
tests for next week and another two for week 4, are available for collection from the Office now.  Messages to 
families to collect have gone out on Facebook, Flexischools and via email.  We prefer RAT’s be picked up by 
an adult, however, if they have not been collected by Friday morning, we will send them home in school bags 
tomorrow afternoon.  As with the first box, there is a spare for that morning you might want to double-check if 
your child is well.  RAT’s are not mandated, but are suggested to ensure schools are as safe as possible. 
When testing, you only need to notify the school when your child tests positive.  If you have not received your 
RAT’s, please contact the Office to collect them, 
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• Children and adults do not come to school when they have flu/cold-like symptoms – test and isolate until a 
negative result is received. Rapid Antigen Tests can be used to confirm a child is negative or positive. If 

testing positive, please notify the school immediately. Thank you      , 

• Visits to the Office or indoors require you to scan the QR code to check in and show proof of vaccination on 
entry.  If you are not double-vaccinated, please do not come inside school buildings, 

• Vaccination – whilst not mandatory for children, health advice suggests children are safer with a COVID 
vaccination. As 5-12 year olds are now eligible, please consider getting your children fully vaccinated at a local 
GP, pharmacy or vaccination clinic, 

• Hand sanitise or wash your hands regularly to keep everyone safe. 
 

Parents / guardians / carers and visitors can come to our outdoor assembly on Mondays, however, must wear a mask, 
social distance, be double-vaccinated etc. We look forward to seeing parents / guardians / carers at assembly each 
week. 
 

JI OFFICE SUPPLIES / BOOKLISTS 
If you somehow missed ordering your child’s class supplies, it’s not too late.  Please contact JI Office Supplies on 
5444 2242, state that your child goes to Big Hill PS and advise them what Year Level.  They will then be able to help 

you with ordering      . 
 

READING 
Goal: 225 days of reading for the year!  If your child reads each school night throughout the year, they will achieve this 
goal easily. Start by recording nightly reading in your child’s reading log or diary (depending on age level) so that a 
total can be collated at the end of the year.  
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 
Year 2-6 SRC application letters are due on Monday.  Cara, our Chaplain, spent time yesterday running a lunchtime 

club helping children write their letter of application.  It was a popular club!  Cara will have a lot of reading to do      .  If 

your child hasn’t applied yet and would like to, please assist them to write a letter outlining why they would like to be 
part of the SRC in 2022 and hand it in at the Office by Monday. 
 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS / LEADERS 
Just a reminder that all Year 6’s are encouraged to apply for one of our STUDENT LEADER / SCHOOL CAPTAIN 
POSITIONS.  Applications must be received by the Senior Unit by Monday. 
 

PARKING – A MESSAGE FROM THE CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO 
The illegal parking of vehicles adjacent to our school poses a safety concern to 
children, pedestrians and other road users. Parents are reminded that it is essential to 
comply with parking restrictions when dropping off and collecting children from school. 
Motorists must not stop in no stopping areas, even briefly, with or without the motor running. They must not stop next 
to a continuous yellow edge line, on resident’s nature strips, too close to school crossings, park over driveways or 
double park. A number of schools have short term time restricted areas, such as 2 minute pick up/drop off. These 
parking areas are in place to allow for ease of access close to schools and these restrictions must be adhered to – at 
Big Hill PS, our drop off zone is adjacent to the administration building (behind the rotunda). Please ensure you do not 
leave your car unattended in this area also, as our Ravenswood bus needs to have access in the morning and 
afternoon and must be able to park. Drivers should also be aware that they cannot perform a U-turn over an unbroken 
or continuous dividing line. With regard to children’s crossings, the law requires that a driver approaching a children’s 
crossing must drive at a speed at which the driver can, if necessary, stop safely before the crossing. Please slow down 
and take extra care when driving in school zones. City of Greater Bendigo Parking Officers and Bendigo Police 
conduct random patrols throughout the school year at various locations to ensure that motorists are adhering to the 
Road Rules – so please do the right thing for the sake of our children.  
 
SCHOOL TIMES  
A reminder that school times are:  
8:45am   Bag Bell – students allowed into classrooms  
9:00am   Lessons commence – first learning block 
10:00am  Brain food eaten in class 
11:20am – 11:30am Students eat Lunch sized snack/s inside 
11:30am – 12:00pm Morning play break outside 
12:00pm – 1:40pm Middle learning block 
1:40pm – 1:50pm Lunch eaten inside. Canteen orders delivered to classrooms (Wednesday & Friday) 
1:50pm – 2:20pm Afternoon play break 
2:20pm – 3:20 pm Final learning block  
3:20pm   Dismissal  
 
Children will remain inside to eat from 11:20am to 11:30am and again from 1:40pm – 1:50pm and then play is outside. 
As both breaks are well-spaced, two adequate snacks / meals are suggested, unless your child has a canteen order, 
which will be eaten during the second break.  Brain food will still be eaten at 10:00am whilst the children are working in 
their classes.  This snack must be either fresh fruit or vegetables that are cut up – no tinned or packaged fruit during 
Brain Food time please.  Thank you. 
 



 

NEWSLETTER  
Newsletters are posted on the school’s website, the Flexischools communication app and Facebook each Thursday 
afternoon.  Parents are asked to please read every Newsletter, as it is the main form of communication between 
school and parents.  There is also an email Distribution List.  If you would like to be added to the DL, please contact 
Janet in the Office.  We print off a very small number of hard copies of the newsletter for families that have no internet 
at home, so if you would like your child to bring a hard copy home each week, please let Janet in the Office know, or 
email janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au.  Also, a limited number of spare hard copies will be available from the Office.  
Note: for privacy reasons, the newsletter does not include full surnames of students, just the surname initial. 
 

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL AT OWNER’S RISK  
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, 
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises.  The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it will generally not pay for any loss or 
damage to such property.  Therefore, bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school is discouraged.  
 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE  
As a school we do as much as we can to protect and care for injured students including first aid, notifying parents and 
emergency contacts if students are injured or hurt, and if necessary, an ambulance is called.  Parents and guardians 
are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. 
Most medical costs will be refunded by Medicare.  If you are a member of an ambulance or health insurance fund, you 
may also be able to claim transport or other expenses from that fund.  The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not hold accident insurance for school students.  Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are 
available from the commercial insurance sector and these can be obtained by parents for their children. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our first School Council meeting for 2022 will be on Tuesday, 22nd February.  Finance will meet at 6:30pm, before our 
February meeting at 7:00pm. Please note that this is the last meeting of our 2021 School Council and includes parents 
whom may have children who have left and commenced Secondary School.  Elections for School Council 2022 have 
commenced… with information included in today’s newsletter – see next page.   
 

BUSHFIRE & CODE RED DAYS 
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest 
options for preserving life.  Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-
Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined 
in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of 
those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.  
 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter, the 
Big Hill PS website, email, Big Hill PS and P&F Facebook pages and on the Flexischools app.  A Code Red day will be 
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1:00pm the day before the potential closure. 
Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the 
school day.  
 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to 
note that: No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.  Out-of-School-
Hours Care will also be cancelled on these days.  School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day 
is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.  
 

As a bus coordinating school, all bus routes will be cancelled, ie: Ravenswood bus run.  Depending on which Bureau 
of Meteorology district is impacted other bus route (not coordinated by Big Hill PS) cancellations may affect our school 
eg: Kangaroo Flat bus.  
 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children 
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.  For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the 
CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the 
morning of the Code Red day.  As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and 
completed our Emergency Management Plan, reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the 
threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters. 
 

What can parents do?  Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care 
arrangements in the event that our school is closed. Ensure we have your current contact details, including your 
mobile phone numbers and email addresses.  Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our 
website www.bighillps.vic.edu.au or Facebook pages and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the 
teaching staff about our emergency management plan.  Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a 
holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain 
vigilant during your stay.  If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires & your family’s bushfire survival plan.  
 

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training 
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx. For up-to-date information 
on this year’s fire season see: https://emergency.vic.gov.au Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) Twitter 
(twitter.com/CFA_Updates) ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters and the VicEmergency 
Hotline (1800 226 226). 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS –  
Information for parents from the Department of Education and Training (DET) 
What is a school council and what does it do? All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally 
constituted bodies that are given powers to set the broad directions of a school in accordance with their constituting Order 
and the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of 

education that the school provides for its students.  
 

Who is on the school council? For most primary school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 1. A 
mandated elected Parent member category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. DET 
employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 2. A 
mandated elected DET employee member category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the 
total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 3. An optional 
Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests 
or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. Generally, the term of office for all members is 
two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council 
elections.  
 

Why is parent membership so important? Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills 
that can help inform and shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their 

involvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.  
 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to 
the role. However, councillors may need to develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What 
you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s 
future.  
 

Code of conduct for school councillors - School councils in Victoria are public entities as defined by the Public 
Administration Act 2004. School councillors must abide by the Code of Conduct – Employees issued by the Victorian Public 
Sector Commission. The Code of Conduct is based on the Victorian public sector values and requires councillors to: act 
with honesty and integrity (be truthful, open and clear about their motives and declare any real, potential or perceived 
conflict of interest and duty), act in good faith in the best interests of the school (work cooperatively with other councillors 
and the school community, be reasonable, and make all decisions with the best interests of students foremost in their 
minds), act fairly and impartially (consider all relevant facts of an issue before making a decision, seek to have a balanced 
view, never give special treatment to a person or group and never act from self interest), use information appropriately 
(respect confidentiality and use information for the purpose for which it was made available), exercise due care, diligence 
and skill (accept responsibility for decisions and do what is best for the school), use the position appropriately (not use 
the position as a councillor to gain an advantage), act in a financially responsible manner (observe all the above 
principles when making financial decisions), comply with relevant legislation and policies (know what legislation and 
policies are relevant for which decisions and obey the law) AND demonstrate leadership and stewardship (set a good 
example, encourage a culture of accountability, manage risks effectively, exercise care and responsibility to keep the school 
strong and sustainable).  
 

Indemnity for school council members: School councillors are indemnified against any liability in respect of any loss or 
damage suffered by the council or any other person in respect of anything necessarily or reasonably done, or omitted to be 
done by the councillor in good faith in: the exercise of a power or the performance of a function of a councillor, or the 
reasonable belief that the act or omission was in the exercise of a power or the performance of a function of a council. In 
other words, school councillors are not legally liable for any loss or damage suffered by council or others as a result of 
reasonable actions taken in good faith.  
 

How can you become involved? The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 
each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of 
this, you might consider: standing for election as a member of the school council OR encouraging another person to stand 
for election.  
 

What do you need to do to stand for election? The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 
following the commencement of Term 1 each year (It’s included in today’s newsletter as part of School Council Elections 
information). All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied 
by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 
nominate yourself in the Parent member category (forms available from the Office). DET employees whose child is enrolled 
in a school in which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for Parent membership of the school council at 
that school. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. 
You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt via post, email or by hand following the receipt of your completed nomination. If 
there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks 
after the call for nominations has closed.  
 

Remember: Consider standing for election to school council this year. Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for 
election and are not sure what to do. Be sure to vote in the elections – if we have more nominations than positions. Contact 
the Principal (Matt Pearce) for further information. 
 

AN ELECTION IS TO BE CONDUCTED FOR MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COUNCIL OF BIG HILL PS 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the Office and must be lodged by 3:15pm on Friday, 25th of February, 2022. If a 
ballot is required (depending on the number of nominations), this will close at 3:15pm on Friday, 4th March 2022. Following 
the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  The terms of office, membership 
categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as follows: 

 



 

 

Please feel free to contact me for further information. Nomination forms are available from the Office or can be 
organised to be sent home for signing.  We are genuinely looking for new members – the commitment is 8 meetings a 
year, always on a Tuesday night (2 per term) at 7:00pm. 
 

ELECTION TIMELINE 
Friday, 11th February Call for nominations (forms available from the Office) 

Friday, 25th February Closing date for nominations (forms must be returned to the Office by 3:15pm on this date).  
   Nominations assessed and the need for a ballot decided.  If ballot is not required, new School  
   Council announced and meet soon after this date OR Ballot set up (if required) 

Friday, 4th March Close of Ballot (if required) 

Tuesday, 8th March Counting of Ballot (if required) 
   Declaration of Ballot 
   New School Council announced and will meet shortly after this date 
 

PARENT TEACHER INFORMATION EXCHANGES – NEXT WEEK – DON’T MISS OUT! 
Next week will see the running of our PARENT TEACHER INFORMATION EXCHANGES – a chance to meet the teacher 
and learn about how your child will work in 2022!  All meetings will need to be delivered on WEBEX, so please download the 
application onto your device or computer in readiness. Links to the online WEBEX meeting are below. Once you have the 
application downloaded and set up, joining the meeting should be as simple as clinking the link from the device. Have a 

practice run first to ensure you are ready      . 
 

The format, like the last few years, will see parents and their child/ren attending a session (online), where all staff in the Unit 
introduce themselves, outline important curriculum information (literacy, numeracy etc.), discuss expectations (such as 
homework, behaviour, use of ICT etc) and organise follow-up interviews (where required) or telephone / email 
communication alternatives. This short session (30 minutes) will conclude and will be followed by an opportunity for parents 
to ask questions. Currently, we can’t show parents the classroom and individual student work, however, will endeavour to 
share as much as we can online during the WEBEX meeting. As stated, for parents who feel they need a more private form 
of exchanging information after this meeting, an additional catch up can be organised at this time, or alternatively phone or 
email contact can be established. I encourage all families to attend, particularly if your child has changed Units this year, 
and to get a sense of what your child will be learning. Importantly, this will provide an opportunity to become familiar with 
your child’s teacher and have communication set up for the year. To be fair to working families, our sessions begin at 
5:30pm and will go no longer than 45-60 minutes.  Dates and times for particular units are listed below. 
 

FIRST STEPS UNIT –PREP & YEAR 1 
Jayden Sheean, Joshua Savage & Nicole Peach/Nick Reid 
Tuesday, 15th February, 5:30pm 
WEBEX: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/argall.nicole.n 

MIDDLE UNIT – YEAR 3/4 
Pauline Mulcair, Dean White and Wendy Hicks 
Wednesday, 16th February, 5:30pm 
WEBEX: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/white.dean.a 

JUNIOR UNIT – YEAR 1/2 
Leisha Morrison and Catherine Kelley 
Monday, 14th February, 5:30pm 
WEBEX: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/morrison.leisha.b 

SENIOR UNIT – YEAR 5/6 
Ainsley Stanley / Roberta Mathers, Brett Strange,  
Jen Nicholls and Kate Dole 
Thursday, 17th February, 5:30pm 
WEBEX: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/stanley.ainsley.j 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Chase B, Logan K & Mia T. 
 

As we move towards the commencement of Week 3, it is important to note that we are almost a quarter of the way through the 
term.  Time goes fast and is precious – a reminder to us all to make the most of now. Spend half an hour with your child each 
school night, regardless of their age… hear them read, practise some spelling, have a conversation about the day (focus on 3 good 
things and one thing you would like to change – this encourages a positive mindset). If you start now… you will notice the difference 
in your child as time goes on… and the reward?  Your child will thrive!  Many times I have said it… successful education is a 

triangle of cooperation and teamwork – PARENT / CARER, CHILD & TEACHER / EDUCATION SUPPORT      . 
 

Enjoy your Friday and weekend when you get there. 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 

Membership Category 
Terms of 

Office 
Currently Held by 

Number of 
Positions 

 
Department of Education 

and Training 

 
March 2022 – 
March 2024 

• VACANCY 

• Sharyn Burnett 
(Sharyn will need to renominate if she wishes to 
continue) 

2 

 
Parent 

 
March 2022 – 
March 2024 

• Sharon Jones 

• Bridget Chambers 

• VACANCY 

• Jonothan Westcott 

• VACANCY 
(Sharon, Bridget and Jonothan will need to renominate if 
they wish to continue) 

5 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/argall.nicole.n
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/white.dean.a
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/morrison.leisha.b
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/stanley.ainsley.j


 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

BRAIN FOOD 
We have seen lots of delicious fruit and vegetables in 
our classes over the last week. We would like to 
remind parents that Brain Food is only a quick snack 
during class time therefore it would be great if parents 
could cut up the fruit and vegetables at home to make 
it easier for your child to eat. Thank you for your 
cooperation.  
 

DRINK BOTTLES AND HATS  
Just a reminder to send a named water bottle and a 
school broad brimmed hat to school every day with 
your child in order to keep them hydrated and 
SunSmart during the day.  
 

ART SMOCKS AND READER BAGS 
Just a reminder that all students need an Art smock so 
that they can protect their school uniform during our 
weekly Art lessons. We have started our home reading 
program and sending a different book home with your 
child each night. These books and your yellow home 
reading journal need to be brought to school each day 
in a Big Hill PS black reader bag. These reader bags 
can be purchased from Lowes.  
 

PREPS DAY OFF  
Just a reminder that all Prep students are not required 
at school on Wednesdays during February (16th, 23rd) 
and will commence school 5 days a week starting in 
March. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
On Tuesday, 15th February at 5:30pm, the First Steps 
Unit will be running our Parent Information Night over 
Webex where we will introduce ourselves and the 
expectations that we have in the First Steps Unit with a 
short presentation that should go for half an hour and 
after that we will have time for parent’s questions. 
The Webex link that we will use for our Parent 
Information Night is 
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/argall.nicole.n  
which is Nicole’s personal Webex room. Please join 
the session with your microphones off and videos on if 
possible. 
 

We plan for the entire session to go for between 45-60 
minutes to ensure that we can provide you with all 
needed information without unduly interrupting your 
evening. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 

ALL ABOUT ME BAGS 
This week we will be sending home brown paper bags 
for students to fill with 5 things that represent them or 
that are important to them to share with the class as a 
lead-in to our show and tell program. We aim to start 
sharing the items that we have in each of our bags on 
Monday, 28th February, so we ask if all bags could be 
returned by then. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
For persevering when practising new skills in the 
classroom: 
 

FSN Selena BD 
FSJ Tyler H 
FSS Jack L 
 

Nicole, Nick, Josh & Jayden 
 

 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

NIGHTLY HOME READING 
It has been wonderful to see so many of our children 
completing their nightly reading. Keep up the great 
effort kids, you’re on your way to achieving our goal of 
reading 225 nights for the year! 
 

SPELLING HOMEWORK 
Next week your child will bring home their first weekly 
spelling words for the year. Please note that weekly 
spelling words will be sent home each Monday in your 
child’s Home Spelling Book in order for them to 
practise their spelling words throughout the week. Your 
child has 6 spelling words which are chosen for them 
based on their Oxford Spelling tests. Please ensure 
that your child practises these words at home 
throughout the week using the spelling practise grid in 
their books. Children will be tested on their individual 
words each Friday. Please look out for your child’s new 
words each week and encourage them to practise 
them at least twice a week.  Thank you. 
 

CLASS DOJO 
Class Dojo has now been set up for both classes in the 
Junior Unit this year. All parents have been invited to 
the communication platform via email or phone 
message if they were not already connected in 2021. If 
you are yet to download the app we would encourage 
you to do so and use it to ask questions or share 
information with your child’s classroom teacher when 
required. We will also use this platform to send 
reminders when needed and share photos and 
updates of what we are doing in the classroom. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 
Please be advised that due to current restrictions this 
year’s Year 1/2 Parent Information Evening will be 
conducting via Webex on Monday, 14th January at 
5:30pm. At this session we will be explaining the 
programs that are run in the Junior Unit, chatting with 
you about your child’s daily routines and answering 
questions about your child, the classroom or school in 
general. If you are planning on attending, please RSVP 
via Class Dojo and then join our Webex room next 
Monday using the link: 
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/leisha.morrison  
 

ALL ABOUT ME BAGS 
Earlier this week your child brought home an ‘All About 
Me’ bag which we would like them to fill with 5 items 
and return to school over the coming week. Please 
take the time to help your child decide what they would 
like to include in their paper bag. These items should 
represent them and who they are or be important to 
them. Some ideas may include a small toy, a photo of 
their family or pets or souvenirs from special holidays. 
The choice is up to you and your child, but all items 
must fit in the bag. We look forward to hearing all 
about our new students and the things they love. 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ by 
organising their belongings on arrival each morning 
and before and after each learning lesson: 
 

JL Abigail H 
JC Patrick R 
 

Catherine & Leisha 
 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/argall.nicole.n
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/leisha.morrison


 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

INFORMATION EVENING 
We would like to invite all our parents and families to 
an Information Evening next Wednesday, 16th 
February at 5:30pm. This will be conducted via Webex. 
We will send the following link to the meeting on Dojo.  
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/white.dean.a 
 

The Middle Unit teachers will be sharing a PowerPoint 
presentation with a focus on our learning programs, 
School Wide Positive Behaviours, School Values, 
Extra Curricula Activities including Camps and 
Homework. 
 

Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any 
questions regarding our Information Evening next 
week.  
 

SCHOOL CAMP 
Planning for the Year 3/4 Camp to Sovereign Hill, in 
Term 2 has commenced. Please check the upcoming 
newsletters for further details. 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’: 
 

MD Jack E 
MW Jarryn S 
MP Braxton L 
 

Dean, Wendy & Pauline 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

HOMEWORK 
Just a reminder that we have no formal 'homework' in 
the Senior Unit, however it is the expectation that all 
students record their nightly reading in their diaries and 
that diaries are at school every day.  
 

Students will be recording their spelling words to 
practise in their diaries as well as having access to My 
Literacy and My Numeracy and other learning apps on 
Essential Assessment. Log ins for these programs will 
be located in student diaries.   
 

Diaries will be checked by staff on Fridays. 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
Due to COVID restrictions our Year 5 and 6 leadership 
days are postponed, however, applications for Vice 
and School Captains are due by 3:30pm, Monday, 14th 

February. 
 

Year 6’s interested in applying should include why they 
would be a suitable school or vice captain, what they 
have contributed to at Big Hill PS and what they aim to 
achieve this year in the role. Applications should be 
addressed to the Senior Team. 
 

HATS AND DRINK BOTTLES  
Please bring in a black SunSmart hat and a labelled 
drink bottle with only water as it will be very warm next 
week. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS 
We have our parent information night running on 
Thursday, 17th February at 5:30pm. Due to current 
COVID restrictions, these will run via WEBEX. If you 
are attending, please RSVP via return email and you 
can join via the below link; 
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/stanley.ainsley.j 
 

 
Here is the link to our presentation, please look 
through and send through any questions via the chat 
function on the night. 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18RhcrbwvXGWq
3-ZatP5frip0c7WzxpxgWe9_2nCNaQk/edit?usp=sharing 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating gratitude through having a positive 
attitude: 
 

SA Neriyah T 
SB Noah P 
SK Cohen S 
SJ Cayden H 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Jen & Roberta 
 

OSHC NEWS 

 

Welcome to our new OSHC families!  Just a reminder 
that accounts are emailed out every Monday, with 
fortnightly payments required to keep your place in our 
program. 
 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  Thank you. 
 

Janet Dean,  
OSHC Admin 
 

SECOND HAND  

UNIFORM NEWS 

 
Our Second Hand Uniform stocks have AGAIN been 
updated on our Qkr app.  If you wish to purchase any 
items ($2 each), please place an order using the app, 
and then once it comes through to us (usually within 2 
business days), we will fill it and give to your child.  If 
you would rather collect it, please contact Janet to 
make sure the order is ready first. Thank you. 
 
If you wish to have a look at the stock available (and 
winter stock on shelves) please email Janet at 
janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au to arrange a time. 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 
VOLUNTEERS 
ATTENTION new families!  We need your help ☺.  Our 
canteen is run by the school and does not receive any 
funding, with profits going back into the school.  With 
the help of our volunteers, we are able to keep prices 
down.  If you are interested, you will only be required 
once or twice per term and your help is greatly 
appreciated.  
 
You don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, 
uncles and grandparents are all welcome.  Thank you. 
 
You will need to be double vaccinated (booster too 
would be preferred, but not essential) and have a 
Working With Children’s Check (Voluntary type, NOT 
Employee type) which is free and easy to apply for 
online.  Thank you. 
 
When ordering via the app, you will need to add a 
paper bag to your cart for each child’s order.  
Thank you. 
 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/white.dean.a
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/stanley.ainsley.j
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18RhcrbwvXGWq3-ZatP5frip0c7WzxpxgWe9_2nCNaQk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18RhcrbwvXGWq3-ZatP5frip0c7WzxpxgWe9_2nCNaQk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au


 

2022 CANTEEN  
VOLUNTEER FORM 

FRIDAYS 
 
NAME  __________________________ 
 
PH NUMBER __________________________ 

TIME AVAILABLE □ 9:00am to 10:00am 

   □ 12:45pm to 2:00pm 
 

 
POSSIBLE SHORTAGES 
Due to supplier issues, there may be times where we 
are out of stock of some items.  If this happens, we will 
check with your child to offer them a suitable 
alternative.  
 

Apologies in advance but the current circumstances 
are out of our control.  
 

Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

Parents & Friends are happy to be back on site to run 
our fundraisers again this year. 
 

We are starting with our annual Guess the Easter Eggs 
competition and Easter Raffle. 
 

EASTER RAFFLE 
Tickets will be sent home with your child on Tuesday, 
1st March and are due back (both sold and unsold 
please) by 9:00am on Thursday, 7th April.  The raffle 
will be drawn on this day with winners being 
announced at 3:00pm. 
 

We are seeking donations of any kind towards our 
Easter Raffle.  If you are needing ideas for donations 
here’s some suggestions: 
 

 Blocks or boxes of chocolates 
 Easter Eggs 
 Kids craft activities 
 Cellophane 
 Easter baskets 
 Gift cards 

 

Please leave donations at the Office, thank you. 
 

GUESS THE EASTER EGG COMPETITIONS 
We are running this competition again this year and 
hope you will all enjoy guessing how many eggs are in 
the jar.   
 

This will start on Tuesday, 1st March at the Office.  It is 
50 cents a guess and the closest guess to the actual 
total (if not the exact total) will win the entire jar!   
 

Good luck everyone and have fun! 
 

Parents & Friends appreciate your ongoing 
support with all our fundraisers 
 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB  

 

We receive some issues of the Scholastic Book Club, 
but not all, so please feel free to order online and 
choose our school, and they will be delivered directly 
to us, with a percentage of sales going towards helping 
to stock the Library and classrooms.   
 

Their website is: 
 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-home/ 
 

LIFE SKILLS – PREP TO YEAR 4 

 
 

This term, children will be attending the Life Skills 
program on a Thursday commencing Thursday, 3rd 
March for 6 weeks. This program is provided by the 
school with no cost to parents. 
 

On Thursdays, children in Prep to Year 4 will need to 
wear suitable school shorts or tracksuit pants with T 
shirt tops (no jewellery). 
 

Life Skills Group offer interdisciplinary PDHPE / SEL / 
Mindfulness / Wellbeing and accredited Professional 
Development (NESA) programs that are non-
competitive and curriculum based. 
 

This School Program is designed to build awareness of 
children’s social, emotional and physical health and 
wellbeing through movement, focused attention and 
mindfulness. 
 

Delivered by an expert educator in-school, side-by-side 
with your child’s classroom teacher. 
 

In-school programs improve students’ concentration, 
communication, listening, resilience, confidence and 
self-regulation skills. 
 

The program also improves balance, spatial 
awareness & motor skills. 
 

For more information please visit their website at: 
www.lifeskillsgroup.com.au 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-home/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifeskillsgroup.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJanet.Dean%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca25cbb876a444f99f07808d9ea8a9d2c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637798703421976819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MdPTV4cB2juK4YqJSr58wbSaBKOvCCGT2N64qMtd5hU%3D&reserved=0


 
 



 

Big Hill PS receives a FREE weekly delivery of fruit, thanks to a wonderful program called 

Fresh Fruit Friday (but we have ours on a Wednesday) 
 

We would like to say thank you so much to the generous sponsors below that make it happen  
THANK YOU! 

 

 


