Calder Chronicle
Number 34

Phone

(03) 5447 7022

Email:
big.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.bighillps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/

THURSDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER 2021
CALENDAR
Friday, 12th November

Mango Drive orders / money due

Monday, 15th November

Payment due for Year 2 Sleepover

Tuesday, 16th November

P&F Coin Drive finishes
School Council Webex Meeting at 7:00pm

Monday, 22nd November

Payment due for Senior Unit Swimming

Thursday, 25th November

Year 2 Sleepover

Friday, 3rd December

Payment due for Senior Unit Breakup

Monday, 6th December
Wednesday, 8th December
Thursday, 9th December
Friday, 10th December
Monday, 13th December
Thursday, 16th December

Senior Unit Swimming Program commences
Senior Unit Swimming Program continues
Senior Unit Swimming Program continues
Senior Unit Swimming Program concludes
Year 6 Graduation – more information to follow
Senior Unit Breakup

Friday, 17th December

LAST DAY FOR 2021 – early dismissal of 1:30pm

School Organisation
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s,
Week 5 has been full of challenge for many of our families, children and staff… nonetheless, we have all worked hard
and are looking forward to completing yet another week with spur-of-the-moment changes and events.
COVID-19 CASES AT BIG HILL PS
Last week we had a COVID case reported in JUNIOR CATHERINE. Following a period of isolation, all children were
able to successfully return to school, with the exception of the unwell child who is hopefully almost at the point of being
fully well and able to return. Fingers crossed! This week, on Tuesday, we were advised of a further 3 cases (siblings)
who had tested positive after exposure in the Bendigo Community on Bendigo Cup Holiday. Early Tuesday morning,
the 3 classes concerned were isolated, parents contacted via text, email (or both) to be advised of exposure and to
pick up immediately and all affected, including teachers and Education Support Officers went and got tested… then
commenced isolation. The classes in question are Middle Wendy, Middle Renae/Leisha and Senior Lauren/Roberta –
so from Tuesday of this week, the three classes affected had to begin working remotely from isolation/home. Day 0
was deemed to be last Friday, 29th October, with Day 13 scheduled to be next Thursday, 11th November. Children in
isolation, who aren’t vaccinated, or a single vaccinated need to get tested on Day 13, receive a negative result and
can return on Monday, 15th November. Please ensure you forward your negative results to
Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au or via text to 0438 738 788 before returning on site.
Children in isolation can not return on site until a Day 13 negative result has been sighted at school by / on Monday,
15th November. For some Year 6 students who are double-vaccinated, please call the school to discuss the shorter
period of isolation required of double-vaccinated people. A big thank you to the families affected, teachers Wendy,
Renae, Roberta, Ben and Sue-Ellen and Education Officers Jenny, Clare and Stacey, who swiftly stepped up and
followed direction. It’s greatly appreciated. As we move forward, please remember that we will contact you directly if
your child has been exposed. We will not leave it up to here-say, Facebook chat, online forums etc, to advise you of
such an important situation. ALWAYS – if something affects your child, we will contact you directly.
COVID-19 SAFETY
We follow a COVID-SAFE plan at school, ensure children are kept as safe as possible within classroom bubbles and
avoid mixing indoors where possible. This means when we contact trace, it is usually the classroom only. Generally,
outdoors is considered a very safe setting. Whilst it is a worry having COVID at large in the community, we need
children at school each day when they are well. You just can’t afford to have them missing school – and when at
school, we will take all steps to keep them as protected as possible whilst continuing to learn.
TWO NEW COVID-19 CASES TODAY
Today we were advised of two additional COVID-19 cases, however, both cases were in isolation during their
infectious period and are linked to the three cases advised on Tuesday. Whilst the new cases have not had time to
infect others while on site, it is a reminder that COVID-19 is in our school and our children and staff are best protected
with masks, good hygiene and social distancing etc. Whilst the majority of our school are not PERSONAL CLOSE
CONTACTS (PCCs) of positive cases, I do advise that any student or parent with any symptom get tested and isolate
just to be sure.

SCHOOL COUNCIL – NOVEMBER MEETING
The next meeting of Council will be the week after next, at 7:00pm on Tuesday, 16th November. This will be via
Webex. Information for the meeting will be shared via email/sent home next Thursday and Friday.
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS – WHAT IT MEANS FOR OUR STUDENTS ON SITE
• Children in P/1/2 are strongly encouraged to wear a mask indoors. Some disposable masks are provided,
however, children are encouraged to bring one from home that might fit them better. They don’t have to wear
masks outdoors,
• Children in Years 3 – 6 must wear a mask when indoors when at school. Some disposable masks are
provided, however, children are encouraged to bring one from home that might fit them better. Exemptions do
apply, but must be provided in writing,
• Children are encouraged to wash hands / use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day and at key times.
We have been changing some of our bubbler taps back to washing stations,
• Drink bottles are encouraged for the remainder of the year. Please ensure children come to school with one.
We do have some bubblers left for those that forget – eg: at the front of the multipurpose,
• There is no cross Unit mixing of children indoors. This means that only classes in the same Unit will do
activities outdoors. No mixing of classes indoors will occur,
• Hands off play is encourage in the yard – which is always the case, but so important in current times,
• Regular additional cleaning of touch points occurs every day for all indoor areas,
• Assemblies return outdoors for staff and students only,
• Children who have flu-like symptoms must not come to school. If a child becomes unwell while at school, they
will be sent home. Recurring illnesses must be explained by a negative COVID-19 test result and letter from a
Doctor advising of a safe return to school. Whilst it is hay fever season, the symptoms of COVID-19 are similar
to hay fever, therefore children suffering from hay fever will be sent home until a doctors certificate and
negative result indicate that it is indeed hay fever,
• Children who have been to an exposure site need to isolate immediately and get tested – returning to school
under the advice of DHHS.
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
WHAT IT MEANS FOR PARENTS, CARERS AND ADULT VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
• Adults are unable to enter any indoor space / classroom other than the Office,
• Adult visitors must check in using the QR code whenever they come into the Office AND show proof of
vaccination,
• Parents / adults can come onto the grounds now, but must not enter buildings, unless visiting the Office… see
advice above,
• Meetings with teachers or staff need to be done via telephone, email or Webex,
• Adults on site must wear a mask at all times when indoors OR if unable to social distance,
• Visitors when visiting the grounds need to social distance, car park areas etc,
• When coming into our Office, please follow the density limits, use the hand sanitiser available and maintain
safe distance,
• Stay off site if you are unwell or have any symptoms,
• If you have been linked to an exposure site / listed as a PERSONAL CLOSE CONTACT (PCC), please ensure
you follow the directions of DHHS and not attend the school,
• Adult visitors cannot attend any school events on site during this time,
• All adults working or volunteering in the school (including parents), as of Tuesday, 26th October, must have
their first vaccination. As of Monday, 29th November, all adults working or volunteering in the school must be
double-vaccinated. This does not apply to routine tasks like dropping or picking children up, attending the
Office or communicating with staff.
SUNSMART – HATS ON IN TERM 4
Remember…. no hat, no play during Term 4. Each day, students need to wear a hat when playing outdoors. Hats are
available from the Office for $10. If your child comes to school without a hat, they can still play, but it must be
undercover.
CLASS STRUCTURE FOR 2022
Next year we will be running the following structures: Three Prep / Year 1 classes (First Steps Unit), Two classes of
Year 1/2 students (Junior Unit), Three classes of Year 3/4 students (Middle Unit) and Four classes of Year 5/6
students (Senior Unit). Next week I will advise placement of staff and changes to our staffing profile for 2022.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2022… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. In
addition to this, if you have family or friends you know want to come to the school, please encourage them to make
contact ASAP to avoid disappointment. For parents wanting to organise a tour, this is now possible, although if coming
indoors, parents need to be double-vaccinated. If not, tours done externally are available. Transition dates for Kinder
Prep 2022 are being sent out shortly. We aim to run three of the proposed day visits for kinder students, with parent
tours occurring at the same time. Book your spot to avoid disappointment. Please make contact if you would like a
personalised tour of the school before your Prep child commences in 2022.

MOVING ON NEXT YEAR?
If a change calls and you are leaving the area, moving to the other side of Bendigo etc, please advise us as early as
possible. We are collating numbers of students to begin organising class structures for 2022, so knowing if a child is
leaving is really helpful. Please don’t feel embarrassed to call the Office and advise.
STAFFING
This week we welcomed Dean back from Long Service Leave on Wednesday. Ainsley has enjoyed a week away on
Long Service Leave and Rhys Bull has continued to run the Year 5/6 program in Ainsley’s absence. Illness has struck
several staff this week and with testing requirements for COVID-19, we have had many days with fill in teachers OR
reshuffling occurring to cover operations. Ultimately we want our normal teachers in front of children, but to keep
children safe, we have to test and isolate when any symptoms present. As there are a few bugs doing the rounds,
many of our staff have succumbed! In addition to illness, we have had a third of our school enter isolation due to
COVID-19 exposure, so it’s been an interesting week… but we are managing beautifully thanks to hard-working and
dedicated staff
. We have such terrific casual staff too that step in and assist when needed.
FUTURE EVENTS
We are planning some events in the coming weeks, but of course, like other events, are subject to cancellation if we
have exposure. In some instances, we have made decisions not to run events… like the MIDDLE SWIMMING
PROGRAM as the use of the indoor pool presents a huge risk when mixing with the community. Fingers crossed, next
Friday, 12th November, the whole school will be treated to a an indigenous performance DIDJERIBONE in the
afternoon. Our Year 2’s will hopefully have their DISCOVERY CENTRE SLEEPOVER on Thursday, 22nd November
and everyone will step up a Year Level (Year 6’s to their secondary school) on Tuesday, 7th December as part of our
2022 TRANSITION MORNING. The Senior Unit hope to swim at The Golden Square Pool from the 6 th – 10th of
December and fingers crossed our Year 6’s get to shine at a COVID safe graduation on site on Monday, 13th
December. In addition to this, all Units plan an end of year treat in the final week 13 – 17 of December… but again…
we have to hope we avoid exposures. Let’s all cross our fingers!
PROOF OF DOUBLE VACCINATED STUDENTS
Students aged 12 years and over who have been double vaccinated, could you please forward proof to the Office at
your earliest convenience. Thank you.
FIRST STEPS / JUNIOR UNIT SWIMMING CREDITS
The swimming program was cut short, therefore a credit of $10 was placed onto accounts that had paid the full
amount of $40. This credit can be used towards other upcoming events. Thank you.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Snow Win T, Addison H, Ava C & Sienna B.
Week 6 is looking good at this stage – we have several staff returning… and the children are well on their way to being
assessed and tested for the end of the year. Not a lot of time left this year, so hoping we continue to enjoy near-normal
school days as much as possible!
Kind regards,

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS
MELBOURNE CUP FUN DAY
Wow! What a fantastic day we had on Tuesday at our
Melbourne Cup Fun Day. It was great to see so many
children participate in various activities throughout the
day including Horse Races, Egg and Spoon Races and
Sack Races. We were so proud of all our students for
‘having a go’ and showing persistence.
DAY FOR DANIEL
Last Friday was ‘Day for Daniel’. It was great to see so
many students supporting the Daniel Morcombe
Foundation by wearing red clothes and participating in
the walk to school. In the morning our Prep and Year 1
students had lots of fun doing laps of the oval.
Throughout the day students also participated in
lessons focusing on child safety. At the end of the day
all children received a certificate for their participation.

BRAIN FOOD
Each morning at around 10:00am we encourage our
students to eat a serve of fresh fruit or vegetables in
order to maintain their energy levels and concentration
in the classroom.
As Brain Food is a quick snack, we ask that fruits and
vegetables are cut up in order to allow the children to
eat them without mess and with greater ease.
Just a reminder that strawberry yoghurt, roll ups, fruit in
jelly etc is not fresh fruit. Thank you for your
cooperation.
HATS
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear
their broad brimmed hats this term while outside.
Please ensure that your child’s hat is clearly labelled
with their name. If students do not have a hat they will
be asked to stay in the shade under the rotunda. Hats
are available for purchase at the Office for $10 each.

COIN RUSH DRIVE
Parents and Friends have organised a school
fundraiser through the donation of any spare change
you may happen to have at home. In each classroom
we have Super Mario themed collection boxes and
would appreciate any spare coins that you are willing
to donate.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For
demonstrating
persistence
and
good
sportsmanship during our Melbourne Cup Fun Day:
FSJ
FSN
FSP

Gabby B
Lucy H
Brady M

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER
A note has been outlining all of the details regarding
our upcoming Year 2 Sleepover at Discovery,
Thursday, 25th November. Please fill out the
permission form and return this and your payment to
the Office. Remember you can also pay over the
phone or use our Qkr app. The Year 2 Sleepover
forms the beginning of our camps program at Big Hill
PS. It is an opportunity for our students to sleep away
from home and their families for an evening and
experience the planetarium, giant slide and all of the
fun activities at Discovery. Please return your
permission form and payment by Monday, 15th
November.
JUNIOR UNIT BREAK UP VOLUNTEERS
On Tuesday, 14th December the Junior Unit will be
celebrating the end of our year together by having our
break up at the Golden Square swimming pool. A note
will be coming home in the next few weeks but we are
planning on having a sausage sizzle lunch and are
looking for any volunteers who could assist us with
cooking and serving this to the kids. Please see
Catherine, Jen or Zoe if you are available to help out
on the day.
MELBOURNE CUP FUN DAY
Although we were sad to miss out again on our Family
Fun Day, the Junior Unit still celebrated the day with a
variety of activities. We completed the egg and spoon
race, 3-legged race, sprints and a cross country and
awarded ribbons to our deserved victors. We
completed the day with a Bee-Bot horse race,
colouring sheets and a design a racing silk activity. We
look forward to returning to our usual program next
year so that we can enjoy the Fashions on the Field
and designer hat competitions once again.

MUSIC NEWS
BHPS 150TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT UPDATE
Unfortunately we have had to postpone our BHPS
150th Anniversary Concert to next year!
It has proven to be far too difficult to run a Junior and
Senior Concert within the few weeks remaining in this
very disrupted and uncertain term. Having some
COVID-19 cases in our school has added another
layer of complexity to the organisation, and we are still
very limited with the capacity limits at the venue. Even
with no audience, and with the church’s restrictions
easing on November 5th, the number of performing
students simply exceed the legal capacity at the
church.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For their enthusiastic participation in our activities
during the Melbourne Cup Fun Day:
JC
JJ

Ryan W
Jazmine T

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
MW
MR
MD

Sierra S
Skylah D
Bobby S

LAST WEEK’S
MR
Harley N
Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
PREP PHOTOS
Please email these to Brett at:
Brett.Strange@education.vic.gov.au
SWIMMING NOTES
Please return these forms including the swimming
levels and make payment ASAP.
SENIOR UNIT BREAK UP
Please return form and make payment ASAP.

We have discussed different options of having it at
school but unfortunately none of them are viable in the
end, due to live streaming complexities, costs and
lacking the correct equipment and infrastructure
required for a large performance. Running a concert
this term would make it very difficult to maintain class
bubbles with classes intermingling for different group
performances, and different narrators coming and
going between performances.
It’s a shame to have to postpone it again, but we would
rather be patient and do it properly and give the
students an authentic experience performing on the
stage, rather than rushing into it or having to cut
corners with other options.
Luckily students aren’t completely missing out, since
we can try it again next year - continuing where we left
off, with the same songs, costumes and set ups. There
will obviously need to be a few alterations required with
new classes for next year, but we can notify parents of
the necessary steps with this closer to the date.
Families who have already organised costumes might
want to arrange some swaps or alterations depending
on whether kids are in the same class as this year or
not, but hopefully that won’t be too much of an
inconvenience for families.
Also, you might be wondering about the Year 6’s, since
they won’t be here next year.. do they just miss out?
Well.. fortunately, we will be putting together a small
Year 6 performance at the Year 6 graduation later this
term, so the Year 6’s will be able to do a performance
before they finish up at BHPS, which will be nice. As
for everyone else… stay tuned for more info next year!
For those families who have purchased tickets and
haven’t been refunded as yet, please contact the
Office for school account credit or refund if necessary.
Kind regards,

2022 YEAR 6 GRADUATION SHIRTS
Orders have been submitted, thank you everyone.
YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Monday, 13th December
We will be running an at school Graduation similar to
last year’s format. Once details are confirmed, we will
let our school community know.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
These will be announced next week, apologies
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

Nick Reid, Music Teacher

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
COIN RUSH DRIVE
Tubs are in each classroom now. Each class will get
the chance to put spare change into their tubs and the
class with the most coins at the end of the drive wins
the competition. It will run for 3 weeks ending on
Tuesday, 16th November. The class which raises the
most money receives a FANTASTIC prize! We hope
you all enjoy this fundraiser again this year and good
luck to all the children and classes.

LUCKY NUMBERS FUNDRAISER
We are running a new fundraiser this term due to our
Trivia Night being cancelled. It’s called Lucky
Numbers!
A note explaining how to purchase went home last
week. Basically you can order on Qkr to get random
lucky numbers, or call the Office if you wish to choose
a specific number. Numbers are $20 each, with a limit
of 3 per family.
MANGO DRIVE
We are running our annual mango drive again this
year. There will be a bit of a change with the mangoes
due to seasonal conditions beyond our control they are
little smaller in size, but same great quality. Tray sizes
will be 4.5kg instead of 7kg and the price will also be
reduced to $20 per tray.
Order forms have been sent home and will need to be
returned by Friday, 12th November.
The delivery date for the mangoes will be confirmed
closer to the date. Thank you all again for your ongoing
support with Parents & Friends we really appreciate it.
P&F FACEBOOK PAGE
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our
Facebook Community:
(http:/www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/)
Our page provides reminders and updates on all the
activities as well as connecting you with other families
at our school.
Thank you all for your support with P&F activities, it’s
really appreciated

LOST PROPERTY NEWS
Please name all items of clothing, containers and drink
bottles that children bring to school, as it makes it
easier for us to return items to children.
We have had a clean-up of items. The lost property is
displayed outside and children can claim their items.
If not claimed some go to:
• the Second Hand Uniform Shop
• the op shop
• the bin if too soiled
Ask children to locate their lost items and /or send a
note to your child’s classroom teacher. Every effort will
be made to locate them.
The next sort will take place in 2 weeks.

DAY FOR DANIEL NEWS
Thank you for supporting your child and us at school to
mark the Day for Daniel. Gold coin donations on the
day raised $200. There were 20 students registered
online at the School Fun Run website who raised
$3,458. A wonderful effort with Haize W raising $675.

Children who raised money online can choose prizes
from the school fun run website from Friday, 5th
November to Friday, 12th November. Please select
prizes and they will be delivered to school and will be
given out to students.
Children at Big Hill PS have participated in lessons
around “Keeping Kids Safe” where students recognise
they don’t feel ok about a situation, they can react and
find help and report it to someone (one of the five
grown-ups on their safety network).
All children that were involved in Day for Daniel by
walking to or at school, wearing red and participating in
lessons will be bringing home a participation card with
this information on it.

FOOTY COLOURS DAY NEWS
This was a great way to bring our community together
for a bit of footy fun (or friendly rivalry) while making a
difference in the lives of kids with cancer.
Many children joined in and wore their footy colours.
Through gold coin donations Big Hill PS raised $146.
Thank you for your support.

Please visit:

https://www.surveymonkey.com
/r/6CGWXFB
For more information and to register

