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THURSDAY, 14TH OCTOBER 2021
CALENDAR
Monday, 18th October
Wednesday, 20th October
Friday, 22nd October
Monday, 25th October
Tuesday, 26th October
Thursday, 28th October

Payment due for First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program
First Steps & Junior Unit parents to complete the Swimming Level Assessment form (details inside)
2022 Class Placement Requests due (full information inside)
First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program commences
First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program continues
First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program continues

Friday, 29th October

Day for Daniel Walk, Scoot or Ride to school from 8:30am
First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program concludes

School Organisation
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s,
Week 2 has been a very busy week, with the school working in different modes each day. It’s been business as usual
for our Prep & Year 1/2’s attending every day, however Tuesday and Wednesday saw the return of our Middle Unit
(Year 3/4’s) and Thursday & Friday the return of our Senior Unit. Whilst this seems busy enough, we have also ran on
site supervision for vulnerable and essential worker students each day. Next week will be the same.
STAGED RETURN TO FULL TIME SCHOOLING
As we head into Week 3, it’s worth reminding families of the arrangements in place for each Year level, so for next
week (Monday, 18th to Friday, 22nd October) –
YEAR LEVEL

DAYS OF ON SITE LEARNING

DAYS OF WEEK

DAYS OF REMOTE
LEARNING OR
ON SITE SUPERVISION

Monday, 18th – Friday, 22nd October

All days

N/A

Tuesday, 19th &
Wednesday, 20th October

Tuesday & Wednesday

Monday, Thursday & Friday

Thursday, 21st & Friday, 22nd October

Thursday & Friday

Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday

WEEK 3
FIRST STEPS,
JUNIOR UNIT &
WENDY’S YEAR 2’s
MIDDLE UNIT –
MW, MD, MR
SENIOR UNIT –
SB (whole class),
SK, SA, SLR

WEEK 4
FIRST STEPS,
JUNIOR UNIT &
WENDY’S YEAR 2’s

Monday, 25th – Friday, 29th October

MIDDLE &
SENIOR UNITS

Tuesday, 26th October –
Friday, 29th October

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
& Friday. Bendigo Cup Day
Holiday Wednesday.
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday.
Bendigo Cup Day
Holiday Wednesday.

N/A

Monday

Remote and flexible learning will be delivered to students on the days they are not on site. Vulnerable children and
children of parents or guardians who were on the authorised provider and authorised worker list can continue
attending on site, but must be booked in the week before via a signed booking form. Bookings for Week 3 closed
today. Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs will be open for all students during Term 4 in line with their
return to on site attendance at school.
Please return children to full schooling days with all the learning materials they will need that were sent home. Advise
your child to pack up what they need when returning home for remote after their two days also.
REMOTE LEARNING
For the majority of our Year 3-6’s, remote learning continues. Teachers of these classes remain remote and are
working with children through different platforms on the days that they are not teaching face-to-face. Our Middle Unit
is using Dojo, Email, Webex and various support websites / applications. Our Senior Unit is using Showbie, email and
Essential Assessment. Please do not think your child can wind down – keep motivating them to do the work. It’s been
a long haul, but what is important is your child’s academic progress and their wellbeing… so with no more than 2.5 – 3
hours of work set a day, adequate time can be spent supporting your child’s wellbeing. It’s important to do that. When
you have an issue, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our staff – I’ve seen them go to great lengths to engage
children and help them… even setting up 1:1 meetings to support.

ON SITE SUPERVISION FOR MIDDLE & SENIOR STUDENTS
Next week on site supervision for the children of ESSENTIAL WORKERS and VULNERABLE is available for MIDDLE
UNIT on Monday, Thursday and Friday and SENIOR UNIT on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. By the time this
newsletter is published, bookings for next week will have closed to enable the school time to employ additional staff
and organise learning areas in preparation. If you have missed booking in for Week 3, please remember that you
automatically have the MIDDLE UNIT on site for normal classes on Tuesday and Wednesday and the SENIOR UNIT
on site for normal classes on Thursday and Friday. This will hopefully help those deemed vulnerable to have some
time at school and break the monotony.
SCHOOL COUNCIL – NO MEETING NEXT WEEK AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED
With the Department of Education and Training removing the need for School Councils to meet 8 times this year – to 6
meetings for 2021, our October meeting will not go ahead. We will still meet, as planned, in November.
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS – WHAT IT MEANS FOR OUR STUDENTS ON SITE
To make it clearer for our families, I’ve broken down below some of the major changes in place at school to keep
children safe, signalling changes made due to medical advice from last week with italics. Currently:
•

Children in Prep & Year 1/2 are strongly encouraged to wear a mask indoors. Some disposable masks are
provided, however, children are encouraged to bring one from home that might fit them better. They don’t
have to wear masks outdoors,

•

Children in Years 3 – 6 must wear a mask when indoors when at school as of Monday, 18th October (next
Monday). Some disposable masks are provided, however, children are encouraged to bring one from home
that might fit them better,

•

Children are encouraged to wash hands / use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day and at key times.
We have been changing some of our bubbler taps back to washing stations,

•

Drink bottles are encouraged for the remainder of the year. Please ensure children come to school with one.
We do have some bubblers left for those that forget – eg: at the front of the multipurpose room,

•

There is no cross Unit mixing of children indoors. This means that First Steps children can mix inside,
however, we can’t do things with the First Steps and Junior Unit together inside. This will be the same when
the Middle and Senior Units are on site,

•

Hands off play is encourage in the yard – which is always the case, but so important in current times,

•

Regular additional cleaning of touch points occurs every day for all indoor areas,

•

No assemblies or mass gatherings of students occur currently, unless via remote methods,

•

Incursions and excursions are unable to proceed at this time,

•

Children who have flu-like symptoms must not come to school. If a child becomes unwell while at school, they
will be sent home. Recurring illnesses must be explained by a negative COVID-19 test result and letter from a
Doctor advising of a safe return to school. Whilst it is hayfever season, the symptoms of COVID-19 are similar
to hayfever, therefore children suffering from hayfever will be sent home until a doctors certificate and negative
result indicate that it is indeed hay fever,

•

Children who have been to an exposure site need to isolate immediately and get tested – returning to school
under the advice of DHHS.

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS – WHAT IT MEANS FOR PARENTS, CARERS & ADULT VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
As I have done above, restrictions have changed for adults in our community too. Any changes made from last week
are in italics. Currently:
•

Adults are unable to enter any indoor space / classroom other than the Office,

•

Adult visitors must check in using the QR code whenever they come into the Office,

•

Meetings with teachers or staff need to be done via telephone, email or Webex,

•

Adults on site must wear a mask at all times and social distance,

•

When coming into the Office, please follow the density limits, use the hand sanitiser available and maintain
safe distance,

•

Stay off site if you are unwell or have any symptoms,

•

If you have been to a Tier 1 or 2 exposure site, please ensure you follow the directions of DHHS and not
attend the school,

•
•

Adults cannot attend any school events on site during this time,
All adults working or volunteering in the school (including parents), as of Tuesday, 26th October must have had
their first vaccination. As of Monday, 29th November all adults working or volunteering in the school must be
double-vaccinated. This does not apply to routine tasks like dropping or picking children up, attending the
Office or communicating with staff.

SUNSMART – HATS ON IN TERM 4
Remember…. no hat, no play during Term 4. Each day, students need to wear a hat when playing outdoors. Hats are
available from the Office for $10. You can order via our Qkr app, send your child to school with $10, or call us to order
and pay using card. If your child comes to school without a hat, they can still play, but it must be undercover.

CLASS PLACEMENTS FOR 2022 – YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE INFORMAITON
Last week I advised in the newsletter that parents / carers are able to provide information to the Principal to consider
when making class placements for 2022. Attached to this newsletter is our Policy relating to this. Please read the
document and ensure any correspondence sent to me complies with the policy. Each year we give parents a window
to email or put in writing their considerations for 2022 placement of children. Whilst it is unknown what the class
structure will be, you could assume it will be similar to 2021 (Prep / Year 1, Year 1/2, Year 3/4 and Year 5/6). It is
possible that we could have a Year 2/3 or a Year 4/5 also. Staffing allocation has not been done yet and teachers are
not necessarily always going to teach the same area… however, you can kindly make suggestions / requests within
the policy guidelines. Please note, previous requests no longer stand. If there is something you want taken into
account, please put it in writing. Only requests put in writing to the Principal will be considered… talking to a staff
member does not suffice. Class placement requests will close on Friday, 22nd October. No late requests will be
accepted sorry. Written requests can be dropped at the Office or emailed to Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au.
NAPLAN RESULTS SENT HOME
Individual student reports have arrived and were sent home with Year 3 students yesterday and Year 5 students today
or tomorrow when they are on site. Please remember that the test is a snapshot of your child on a particular day. We
have some reports that are over-inflated and others that undersell the skill-sets of your child. The best indication of
your child’s progress is the teacher’s judgement as reported in the most recently completed Semester 1 reports.
Unlike NAPLAN, Teacher Judgement is based on multiple sets of data to verify accuracy, whereas NAPLAN is a
snapshot. Should you wish to discuss the NAPLAN report further, this would best be done with your child’s teacher
via email, phone or Webex.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2022… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. In
addition to this, if you have family or friends you know want to come to the school, please encourage them to make
contact ASAP to avoid disappointment. For parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours
currently due to COVID-19 restrictions. When a time arrives when this can be done safely, we will advise on our
website.
MOVING ON NEXT YEAR?
If a change calls and you are leaving the area, moving to the other side of Bendigo etc, please advise us as early as
possible. We are collating numbers of students to begin organising class structures for 2022, so knowing if a child is
leaving is really helpful. Please don’t feel embarrassed to ring the Office and advise.
CHILDREN AGED 12 AND OVER ARE ELIGIBLE NOW TO BE VACCINATED
As part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out, from Monday, 13th September, all Victorians aged 12 and older are
eligible to book and receive a COVID-19 vaccine at a state vaccination centre, a Commonwealth vaccination centre, or
through a GP clinic, pharmacy or community health service. Vaccination bookings for students should be made by
following the instructions under the heading ‘How to book an appointment’ below (underlined text is a hyperlink in our
online newsletter). Vaccination is not mandatory but is strongly encouraged. Getting vaccinated is the best way to
protect our school community from further outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19. The Victorian Government’s aim is
to provide an opportunity for all children aged 12 years and older to receive at least one vaccine dose by the end of
the school year. In the case of our 12+ year old students, the health professional administering the vaccine will seek
consent from the student’s parent/carer. Parents / carers can complete a consent form for COVID-19 vaccination for
their child to bring to their appointment, or parents / carers can attend with their child to provide consent in person.
How to book an appointment: Bookings for a Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine can be made for children aged 12 years and
older via state vaccination centres, Commonwealth vaccination centres, GP clinics, pharmacies and community health
services. Find a participating Commonwealth vaccination centre, GP, pharmacy or community health service through
the Australian Government Eligibility Checker. You can book your appointment online or by calling the vaccine
provider nearest to you. Students (and families) can book or change a vaccination appointment at a state vaccination
centre through the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine online booking system. To find a state vaccination
centre and opening times, visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au. For information on what to bring to a vaccine appointment
please visit Checklist: before your COVID-19 vaccination.
STAFFING
Just like our community, our staff are subject to the same rules and regulations in place relating to COVID-19. Due to
this, we have staff at times in isolation, under-going testing as a result of symptoms or attendance at an exposure site
in the community etc. On days where this occurs, we will always do the very best to provide the best option for the
delivery of education in your child’s room. As you can imagine, some days this can be quite tricky… and with a few
germs doing the rounds, it doesn’t take much to infect staff and then they have to test and isolate. We have an
operations guide that we have to follow to keep everyone safe… and like everyone else, follow the rules in place to
protect the community. In understanding this, you will appreciate that on some days the usual routine or teacher may
not be available. Fortunately we have been able to navigate quite well – and this hopefully will continue.
FAMILY ACCOUNTS
Kerry is working on processing credit notes for the Year 5/6 Camp and the First Steps & Junior Unit Gym program.
These credits will sit on your family account and can be used for future excursions such as swimming etc. If you
would like a refund for the Year 5/6 Camp, please email your bank details – account name/number and BSB to Kerry
at kerry.prentice@education.vic.gov.au ASAP. Thank you.

BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Allyera G, Emily A, Ruby & Piper H, Tyrone, Harmony N, Chelsea B, Mikayla F & Benjamin M.
Week 3 approaches… and with the same arrangements in place as this one, it’s bound to be interesting! Stay safe
everyone and keep doing the best you can supporting your child/ren through challenging times. With the weekend
before us, you have an opportunity to break the monotony. Be creative and see if you and the family can do something
spontaneous to show our children that life is still full of adventure and excitement
Kind regards,

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS
HATS
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear
their broad brimmed hats this term while outside.
Please ensure that your child’s hat is clearly labelled
with their name. If students do not have a hat they will
be asked to stay in the shade under the rotunda. Hats
are available for purchase from the Office year round
for a cost of $10 each. You can order via our Qkr app,
send your child to school with $10, or call us to order
and pay using card.
HOME READING
As we head towards the end of the year, we would like
to remind you of the importance of home reading. Our
goal is to achieve 225 nights of home reading by the
end of the year. We look forward to seeing many of our
students achieving this goal.
SWIMMING
Thank you to those families who
have already returned their
notes and payment for our
upcoming swimming program at
the Gurri Wanyarra complex in
Kangaroo Flat.

STARS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ by
being a positive role model in the classroom:
FSJ
FSN
FSP

Cooper C
Abby M
Oli M

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
SWIMMING
Thank you to all families who have already returned
their notes and payment for our upcoming swimming
program at the Gurri Wanyarra complex in Kangaroo
Flat. We are currently in discussions regarding whether
or not programs such as swimming, gym, production,
break ups and excursions can still go ahead in our
current climate and will let you know once we have
more information regarding this.
To assist us in placing your child in the correct level
and group prior to the commencement of our
Swimming Program please complete the Swimming
Level Assessment form.
Click on the following link that takes you to an
electronic version of the form.

The swimming program will be going ahead as the
Gurri Wanyarra Centre remains closed to the general
public, so we are able to run our program.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HfNN97qM0C004hjDTBth6dAIPmHtBtJh1GUINhhdg9UQlJT
N043M1IzODg4REw1Vlk4RkxLMTBGWi4u

To assist us in placing your child in the correct level
and group prior to the commencement of our
Swimming Program please complete the Swimming
Level Assessment form. Click on the following link that
takes you to an electronic version of the form.

Please complete the questions regarding your child’s
swimming ability and medical information if applicable.
Once you have completed the form it will be
automatically sent to Gurri Wanyarra and they will
assign your child to the correct swimming group.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HfNN97qM0C004hjDTBth6dAIPmHtBtJh1GUINhhdg9UQlJT
N043M1IzODg4REw1Vlk4RkxLMTBGWi4u

Please complete this form by Wednesday, 20th
October.

Please complete the questions regarding your child’s
swimming ability and medical information if applicable.

To allay any concerns regarding the use of the use of
the pool we have been assured that it will be available
to our school for its exclusive use over this period of
time. The Gurri Wanyarra centre remains closed to the
general public for the time being so we should be able
to continue with our program.

Once you have
automatically sent
assign your child
Please complete
October.

completed the form it will be
to Gurri Wanyarra and they will
to the correct swimming group.
this form by Wednesday, 20th

GYMNASTICS
Unfortunately, we are unable to reschedule the 3
remaining gymnastics sessions that we had booked,
so a credit of $25.50 has been applied to your child’s
school account for future events, including swimming.

STUDENT BELONGINGS
With the colder mornings and warmer afternoons, we
are finding many unnamed jumpers within our
classrooms. Please make sure your child’s belongings
are named including their drink bottles, lunch boxes,
containers and clothing so we can more efficiently
return their lost items. Thank you.

Also, a quick reminder that students are required to
wear hats outside in Term 4. These are available from
the Office at a cost of $10. You can order via our Qkr
app, send your child to school with $10, or call us to
order and pay using card.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Respect’ by using
their class time efficiently and completing their work
tasks to an excellent standard:

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
In Term 4 students will be creating a whole school
mosaic to celebrate our school’s 150th year.
If you have any spare / leftover tiles laying around the
house, we would love to take them off your hands!
Please send them to school with your student during
the first 2 weeks of Term 4.
They will be greatly appreciated!

JC
JJ

Patrick R
Ella M

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
RETURN TO SCHOOL
It was wonderful to welcome back the Year 3/4
students to school on Tuesday. They were very
excited to see their friends again and return to face to
face classroom learning for two days. Thank you for
your continued support during Remote Learning and
we will see the students again next Tuesday. Year 3/4
students will be required to wear a mask during class
time.
CURRICULUM NEWS
This week in Literacy, the students have been reading
and writing Information Reports with a focus on the text
features.
In Mathematics, the students have completed a variety
of money activities that have included: ordering the
value of coins and notes, equivalent values, adding
collections of coins and working out change.
TERM 4 PROGRAMS
Please check the upcoming newsletters with
information regarding our Palmer’s Gym Program,
Middle / Senior Concert, Swimming Program and
Melbourne Museum Excursion.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility:
MW
MR
MD

Jack E
Levi B
Cayden H

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
CAMP
A credit will be placed on your child’s school account to
be used for any future events.
If you would prefer a refund – please email Kerry your
bank details.
SWIMMING, BREAKUP & 2022 GRADUATION TOP
NOTES
These will be sent out shortly.
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

CANTEEN NEWS
CANTEEN REOPENED
The Canteen has reopened. Normal days of operation
– Wednesday & Friday. There are no changes to
prices from last term.
Tammy Fear & Matt Pearce

COMMUNITY NEWS

CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY
Purpose
To create the best possible learning environment, which is equitable, to all students and their families.
Guidelines
1. That the underlying principles are educational and in the best interests of all children,
2. That involvement in the process is within the framework of specified criteria,
3. That the final responsibility for class placement and/or pupil movement remains primarily with the
Principal / delegate.
Implementation
1. The specified criteria for movement of a child from one class to another are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Special needs of children (ie: emotional, psychological, behavioural, disabilities),
Equitable distribution of children (ie: learning, gender, behaviour considerations),
Within unit requests (ie: for children to be placed or not placed within a class for family groupings),
Flexibility in grouping will be encouraged in movement between Units or Year levels,
Children should have at least one friend accompany him or her to the next class,
Parents of a pre-school child are provided with the opportunity to indicate a friend with whom they
would like their child placed as part of the enrolment process.

2. People who may be involved in the class selection process are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The child’s class teacher,
The school’s transition teachers,
Parent(s) of a special needs child,
Parent(s) who have views regarding family grouping,
Other staff involved in the child’s education, such as specialists who have specific special needs
information,
Pre-school staff,
First Steps, Junior Unit, Middle Unit and Senior Unit staff,
The Principal.

3. Parents are to write to the Principal stating any educational considerations by Friday, 22nd October.
•
•
•

Records of decisions which have been made regarding placement of children for various reasons,
especially behaviour, will be kept,
The Principal / delegate will be responsible for keeping this information,
All requests will receive either a verbal or written reply so parents understand staff reasons for
student placement.

4. If there has been an ongoing concern during the year and there has been contact between the parent,
teacher and Principal, a child could be moved to another class in the following year. This action should
take place only after discussions with the Principal / delegate and the involved parties.
5. In the event of new students altering the class structure or dynamics, some children may need to be
moved to another class early in the school year.
Student enrolment numbers will be a major factor in determining class structures.

Dear Parent/Guardian,
We will be holding the Day for Daniel FUNraiser this year on Friday, 29th October. We’re doing it in
support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, with funds helping them achieve their mission of keeping kids
safe in Australia! This event is only open to students from Big Hill PS.
Big Hill PS Day for Daniel Friday, 29th October
Wear Red and Walk, Scoot and Ride to School
Or Wear Red and Walk AT School – 13 laps of the Oval
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wear red on the day and make a gold coin donation,
Start at Phillis Street from 8:30am and walk, scoot and ride to school,
Or arrive at school and join in the walk on the oval – 13 laps is approximately the same distance
(only walking on the oval),
Classroom activities centred around child safety, thanks to the Foundation,
Everyone can enjoy a free frozen iced treat at 1st break (thanks for participating and having fun with
friends),
We’re walking to school and wearing red in support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, helping
them achieve their mission of keeping kids safe in Australia.

Wearing red and walking, scooting and riding to school give opportunities for fundraising all money goes to
the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. Unfortunately, this year is the same as 2020, only children at BHPS can
participate (not family members).
How Does My Child Fundraise?
All fundraising is completed online, so please create your profile at d4dFUNraiser.com.au. Share your link
through social media, email and even text. As a bonus, all donations are tax deductable! For raising just
$10, students will receive a reward for their effort . The more they raise, the better the reward!
Remember, the money raised will help the Daniel Morcombe Foundation raise awareness, so please share
your fundraising link far, wide and often! It will guarantee the best results.
About the Day for Daniel FUNraiser
The Day for Daniel FUNraiser promotes awareness for child safety while raising funds for the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation. The Foundation works tirelessly to educate communities on child safety strategies
and support victims of crime involving children. We’re supporting by holding a Day for Daniel FUNraiser
and we hope you will support us by participating in the fundraising and organise for children to wear red on
Friday, 29th October.
What will the money raised go towards?
This year the Foundation is hoping to raise $150,000, which will allow them to create a new educational
program called ‘Keeping Safe With Morky’. This program can educate millions of Australian children, so
we hope we can help them get there! If not, the money raised certainly won’t be wasted. In fact, $1,000
provides counselling for one young victim of crime, $2,000 funds 20 schools with resources to help Keep
Kids Safe and $25,000 funds the creation of one Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson, which is free for
everyone and educates children on relevant child safety.
Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE
Make sure you keep an eye on their website, as it will tell you when to order your prizes. If you have any
questions, please call the FUNraiser team on 1800 386 786.
Thank you, good luck and happy fundraising!

