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CALENDAR
Friday, 17th September

LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM

Monday, 4th October
Monday, 25th October

FOOTY COLOURS DAY – Wear your favourite teams colours and make a gold coin donation, &
Remote Learners can participate too – dress up for your Webex meeting
– more info inside
First day for Term 4
First Steps & Junior Unit Swimming program commences (payment due 18th October)

School Organisation
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s,
We have almost made it to the end of Term 3 and what a term it has been. Starting off the term, we were so hopeful to
run face-to-face, hold a couple of concerts, participate in gym and sports programs etc AND for a great part of the
term, that didn’t happen. COVID-19 has been as much a challenge in Term 3, 2021 as it was in Term 3, 2020. With
the holidays again, the children, staff and families (which includes you) are weary. Jumping in and out of face-to-face
and remote, the day-to-day uncertainties etc is tiring… so with the two week holidays ahead, my hope is that they
remain as we are now… not in Lockdown. The next two weeks are an opportunity for you to get out and about (safely)
with your child/ren… with some warmer weather, days in the park, a fishing trip, an overnighter in a tent / motel etc,
are all ways we can break the monotony! I do sincerely hope for all families some time presents itself to enjoy being a
family together.
WEEK 10 – AN INTERESTING WEEK!
This week has been a challenging one for all of us. Our Prep & Year 1/2’s returned on site to their teachers and
support staff… enjoying face-to-face learning and the chance to catch up with friends. On the other hand, we’ve also
provided remote learning for Years 3, 4, 5 & 6… with teachers and support staff from these areas staying off site to
deliver remote learning. In addition to the on site learning and remote learning, we have also provided ON SITE
supervision for the children of ESSENTIAL WORKERS and VULNERABLE FAMILIES – with over 40 Year 3, 4, 5 & 6’s
on site each day to do their remote work. In essence, the school has worked in three modes and the hope is when we
return next term, that we have everyone back together again. I might be a bit too optimistic… but for now, there is
always hope
.
TERM 4
Predicting how Term 4 will be is a question or wonder so many of us have. Basically, it all depends on the latest health
advice, case numbers, immunisation rate etc. We could be all on site, a mix like this week or in a sudden lockdown like
Ballarat is experiencing. We just don’t know. All we can control is the fact that whatever happens, we will run programs
to support our children and families ON SITE and if not REMOTELY… and always with SUPERVISION PROGRAMS,
which are of course tightly managed to keep numbers down and safe. With two weeks of holidays ahead, may I
suggest that you keep checking our Facebook page, Website and Flexischools app to keep up-to-date with what is
happening. Generally, when there is a major change to our local area, there is a change to schools – that’s the time to
listen to the media and check our communication platforms for updates, when they become available. I actively stay
connected to emails throughout any break and will be ready to advise as soon as something is announced.
WEEK 1, YEAR 5/6 CAMP (WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY)
At this stage, we don’t know if camp will go ahead. It is dependent on Regional Restrictions at the time – so if we can
go, we will. If operationally we can’t, we will advise families as soon as possible. A decision regarding camps could
come later this week, early next week or on return… so again, stay tuned to our communication platforms.
STUDENT AWARDS
Today we have shared with you in this newsletter the full list of our STUDENT AWARD WINNERS FOR TERM 3.
Congratulations to all the girls and boys who have earnt an award in the following categories (and over a difficult
term) – EXCELLENCE IN ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, VISUAL ARTS and PERFORMING ARTS, ENDEAVOUR IN
ENGLISH and MATHEMATICS, OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPALS
AWARD. If you child has picked up an award, please acknowledge them at home, especially if they are not on site to
share the joy with their teacher and classmates. We will present certificates on site tomorrow in classes (First Steps,
Junior Unit and Wendy’s Year 2’s), whereas our Year 3-6’s (Middle and Senior Units) will celebrate winners remotely
tomorrow. If your child did not get an award this term, but you know how hard they have worked, please celebrate this
with them over the holidays. We don’t always have to get an award to indicate that we have been successful. It’s nice
to be recognised, but we aren’t always every time we do something great. One of life’s important lessons
.

FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, cough,
sneezing etc. then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will
need to. For adults visiting the school for pick up etc, please ensure you stay offsite if feeling unwell. This is so
important currently, with children being the majority of infected each day in Victoria. As children are unvaccinated, they
are susceptible to picking up the illness as they mingle and mix together… and many won’t wear masks. This is why, if
your child is booked in for supervision but has ANY SYMPTOM, they must stay home. Please think of others and
comply if you have a sick child next week.
FOOTY COLOURS DAY - TOMORROW
All children and staff, on site and remote, are encouraged to dress up tomorrow in their FOOTY COLOURS. Parents,
Guardians/Carers and family members are also welcome to join in
. If coming to school tomorrow, please bring a
GOLD COIN DONATION for THE CANCER COUNCIL. Sadly, we have many children, family and staff that have been
touched by cancer in some way, so fundraising to support the finding of a cure and to support those facing the battle
directly is so important. Any donation is greatly appreciated. We do not expect those dressing up at home to donate a
gold coin, but do welcome it if you are happy to contribute.
FACE MASKS
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a face mask under Victorian law. Please
ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children are also asked to wear masks when on site –
indoors only. We can’t make them, but encourage them to wear masks. If you could do the same by encouraging
your child to wear a mask when on site, that would be much appreciated. This week, we have had reports of several
Bendigo schools being checked by authorities during the day to ensure adults are wearing masks, are socialdistancing etc, so please ensure you are compliant when on site.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS START TOMORROW – EARLY DISMISSAL
Tomorrow, Friday, 17th September, we will be dismissing school for the two week SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. As is the
norm at the end of each term, we will finish the day earlier tomorrow at 2:15pm for all children, including those working
under on site supervision. If you require your child to stay later on Friday, you will need to book into OSHC from
2:15pm. Both buses will be in operation tomorrow for our earlier dismissal time – so our Ravenswood and Kangaroo
Flat travellers are right to get home at this earlier time.
SECURITY OVER THE HOLIDAYS
If you live close to the school OR drive by regularly… cast an eye over the grounds and buildings and if you see
anything suspicious, please ring 000 and report, even if you are not sure. It’s better to be safe than sorry. We
appreciate our community looking out for our wonderful school when there is no one on site / or few staff.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2022… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions.
When a time arrives when this can be done safely, we will advise on our website.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
We had a productive meeting on Tuesday night, discussing book lists for 2022, upcoming projects like the toilet
upgrades, challenges such as car parking and the Calder Highway, and this year’s NAPLAN results. We don’t meet
now until October… Week 3 to be precise. I’ll update our community in due course to ensure members are well aware
of our next meeting date.
CHILDREN AGED 12 AND OVER ARE ELIGIBLE NOW TO BE VACCINATED
As part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out, from Monday, 13th September, all Victorians aged 12 and older are
eligible to book and receive a COVID-19 vaccine at a state vaccination centre, a Commonwealth vaccination centre, or
through a GP clinic, pharmacy or community health service. Vaccination bookings for students should be made by
following the instructions under the heading ‘How to book an appointment’ below (underlined text is a hyperlink in our
online newsletter). Vaccination is not mandatory but is strongly encouraged. Getting vaccinated is the best way to
protect our school community from further outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19. The Victorian Government’s aim is
to provide an opportunity for all children aged 12 years and older to receive at least one vaccine dose by the end of
the school year. In the case of our 12+ year old students, the health professional administering the vaccine will seek
consent from the student’s parent / carer. Parents / carers can complete a consent form for COVID-19 vaccination for
their child to bring to their appointment, or parents / carers can attend with their child to provide consent in
person. How to book an appointment: Bookings for a Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine can be made for children aged 12
years and older via state vaccination centres, Commonwealth vaccination centres, GP clinics, pharmacies and
community health services. Find a participating Commonwealth vaccination centre, GP, pharmacy or community
health service through the Australian Government Eligibility Checker. You can book your appointment online or by
calling the vaccine provider nearest to you. Students (and families) can book or change a vaccination appointment at
a state vaccination centre through the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine online booking system. To find a
state vaccination centre and opening times, visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au. For information on what to bring to a vaccine
appointment please visit Checklist: before your COVID-19 vaccination.

THANK YOU
May I take the time to sincerely thank our amazing students who generally continue to do their best and work hard in
trying times. A huge pat on the back to our dedicated staff who have worked so hard to try and keep all children
engaged in learning and to support families whether remotely or on site. It’s been such a busy time for each Teacher,
Education Support Officer etc. Finally a big THANK YOU to YOU! If you have done your best and worked hard with
your child at home… well done! We so appreciate you facing the challenge (and it is a challenge) – but it is so worth
it! Your child is the winner for your hard work and dedication
.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Hannah G, Jordan M, Ballista P, Nathaniel S, Arlow D, Sienna H, Blair K, Ainslee S, Lucas Q,
Patrick Q, Tyler W, Tiffany P, Hugo G, Evelynne K, Logan B, Taj A, Chelsea A, Zoe B & Matilda M.
As we head into the holidays, please stay safe and I look forward to catching up with you and your child/ren in the
future.
Kind regards,

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS
SWIMMING
As part of our Physical Education Swimming Program,
we will be participating in swimming lessons at Gurri
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in Browning Street,
Kangaroo Flat. The following dates have been
arranged: Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th, Thursday 28th
and Friday 29th October. The permission note
outlining requirements and cost was sent home with
your child today. Could you please return this
permission note to the Office and make payment by
Monday, 18th October.
GYMNASTICS
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were
only able to participate in one Gymnastics lesson at
Jets Gym. We are currently looking into if and when
we can reschedule the lessons we missed out on. If in
the event that we are unable to reschedule, money
paid will be refunded for missed lessons.
RETURN TO SCHOOL
It has been fantastic being back to face-to-face
learning. All children have returned happy and excited
to see their friends and teachers. We thank you again
for all your hard work during Remote Learning to
ensure your child continues to learn, and also thank
you to those families that have returned the Remote
Learning Packs.
Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
‘WE’RE GOING ON A BEAR HUNT’
Yesterday we heard the news that a bear had been
spotted in the Nature Park! Our keen-eyed Year 1’s
and 2’s decided to investigate. Although we did not
spot a real, live bear we found many fluffy creatures
hiding in the trees and grass of the Nature Park. Along
with a huge kangaroo! We made our way along the
track, through fences and tunnels, along dry creek
beds and past the dam. The children had a wonderful
time searching for the elusive bear and were thrilled to
share the experience with their friends. On returning to
school, we wrote about our exciting experience!

SWIMMING
As part of our Physical Education Swimming Program,
we will be participating in swimming lessons at Gurri
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in Browning St, Kangaroo
Flat. The following dates have been arranged: Monday
25th, Tuesday 26th, Thursday 28th and Friday 29th
October. The permission note outlining requirements
and cost was sent home with your child today. Could
you please return this permission note to the Office
and make payment by Monday, 18th October.

The Crusoe Big Day Out will also hopefully be
rescheduled to next term – watch this space!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We would like to wish our children and their families a
happy and safe break. We hope you enjoy spending
some quality time with your loved ones over the next
two weeks and we look forward to an exciting and
productive Term 4.

In Term 4 students will be creating a whole school
mosaic to celebrate our school’s 150th year. If you
have any spare / leftover tiles laying around the house,
we would love to take them off your hands! Please
send them to school with your student during the first 2
weeks of Term 4. They will be greatly appreciated!

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

Have a happy and safe holidays and fingers crossed
we will all be back on site next term.
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

CANTEEN NEWS

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
REMOTE LEARNING
A very big thank you to the Middle Unit families for all
the support and assistance given during Remote
Learning this term. Of course, we must also commend
the students on their effort and commitment.
FOOTY COLOURS DAY
Just a reminder that tomorrow is Footy Colours Day.
We encourage the Year 2 and Year 3/4 students
learning on site to come dressed in their favourite
football team colours, and please bring a gold coin
donation. Thank you.

CANTEEN CLOSED UNTIL TERM 4
Due to there only being Preps & Year 1/2’s on site and
to alleviate the feeling of the Year 3-6’s missing out,
we have decided to close the Canteen until next term.
Apologies for any inconvenience.
Tammy Fear & Matt Pearce

COMMUNITY NEWS

STUDENT AWARDS
Congratulations to the students who received Student
Awards this term. It is wonderful to acknowledge the
many student achievements and endeavours in
English, Mathematics, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and
the School Values. Details on back page.
HOLIDAYS
We would like to wish everyone a safe and happy
holidays. Keep up the reading, and we look forward to
hopefully seeing everyone again at the start of Term 4.

READ WITH MATT – IT’S BACK!

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 5/6 CAMP
We are hoping it will go ahead, but will advise if
anything changes ASAP. All monies paid will be fully
refunded if the camp has to be cancelled.
Just a reminder that all bedding will need to be
provided and we are strongly suggesting that a
sleeping bag is brought along as well.
Could the full permission / medical camp notes please
be sent digitally to teachers? We’ll get the originals
when we’re back to face-to-face learning.
TERM 4 EVENTS
Notes will be sent home next term for Swimming, 2022
Year 6 Graduation Shirt orders, and our Senior Unit
Break-Up – which we are very excited about!
We are hoping to have the Health & Human Relations
session rescheduled to November 12, stay tuned for
confirmation.

Click the links below to
Read with Matt!
Episode 1 The Blue Day Book for Kids

https://youtu.be/71Y49FPxEM
Episode 2 –
Baa Baa Smart Sheep

https://youtu.be/tqiAs
xDKwSo

Just for a bit of fun we will have a Footy Colours Day on the last day of Term, Friday, 17th September.
Children in Years P – 2 can dress up and wear your footy colours to school and donate a gold coin to help
fight cancer. Children in Years 3-6 can also participate remotely by dressing up and taking a photo and
sharing, or dressing up whilst during a Webex class meeting. There is a link below if you wish to donate.
All the money we raise through Footy Colours Day funds Fight Cancer Foundation’s education support
programs.
By us hosting a Footy Colours Day event we are ensuring kids with cancer can put their cancer behind them,
reach their full potential at school and get back to doing what they do best - being a kid!
For more information please visit: https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footy-colours-day-homepage

If you’d like to StepUP! for Down syndrome in 2021 but there isn’t a local
event near you, never fear! Join in online with #21YourWay.
#21YourWay is a national campaign hosted by the Down Syndrome Australia Federation raising funds for state and
territory associations. All funds raised will support the Down Syndrome Australia Federation to continue their work in
supporting and empowering people with Down syndrome to have full access to social and economic inclusion.
You might pledge to walk 21 minutes a day, bake 21 cookies, plant 21 trees, or run 21 kilometres throughout October.
The choice is yours!
Why 21? Down syndrome is also known as trisomy 21 which refers to the presence of a third copy of chromosome 21
in everyone who has Down syndrome.
https://www.stepupfordownsyndrome.org.au/campaign/6/21yourway-vic?mc_cid=d7f433b764&mc_eid=fb4c45910d

Need inspiration on what to do in October?

Play 21 songs

Plant 21 trees

Take 21 photos

Bake 21 cupcakes

Ride, Run or Walk 21km

Give 21 acts of kindness

Learn 21 dance moves

Do 21 push ups each day

Art Photos – Newspaper Challenge

Bradley

Abigail

Ella

Amber

Avery

Samuel

Valentine
Skylah

Hope

Jazmine

You Pick!
Students were given some optional tasks to select from
or they could produce art work in any form they chose!

Jai

Jordan

Jaz P

Mikayla

Logan

Sonny

Willow

Tait

Matilda

Zane

STUDENT AWARDS – TERM 3, 2021
Outstanding Achievement in English:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Gabrielle B
Makenzie B
Chelsea A
Jordan M
Taj A

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Anna S
Poppy S
Arya B
Melia H

FSP:

Ava C

MW:
SK:

Isabella G
Asha M

Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Braxton B
Riya S
Keenan S
James G
Mikayla F

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Heath B
Lyla E
Harley N
Sonny D

FSP:

Jaxon S

MW:
SK:

Xavier K
Tom S

Endeavour Award in English:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

John C
Nikirra S
Scarlett N
Jett G
Piper H

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Jade L
Ella M
Jacob V
Harley W

FSP:

Oliver M

MW:
SK:

Xavier P
Chelsea W

Endeavour Award in Mathematics:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Zoe B
Tasman HL
Bobby S
Bailey P
Xavier M

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Jax N
Abbigail D
Addisyn J
Owen G

FSP:

Jacinta D

MW:
SK:

Connor W
Jett E

Outstanding Display of School Values:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Charlie L
Rhett C
Isla G
Jai N
Matilda R

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Allyera G
Mila M
Vienna F
Matilda M

FSP:

Christopher W

MW:
SK:

Rydder G
Sienna H

FSP:

Abigael L

MW:
SK:

Mia M
Chloe V

Principal’s Award:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Bradley H
Calae D
Kohen S
Cordelia M
Tiffany P

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Max B
Benji S
Jarrod M
Joshua VS

Outstanding Achievement in Art:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Angus D
Patrick R
Zoe W
Rylan S
Miller D

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Valentine J
Avery F
Skylah D
Chase D

FSP:

Jacob F

MW:
SK:

Grace VS
Sophie W

Outstanding Achievement in MUSIC:
FSJ:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Macy F
Mason P
Xavier D
Noah P
Piper H

FSN:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Lucy H
Oscar W
Billie H
Lacey J

FSP:

Eden M

MW:
SK:

Samuel S
Felicia B

