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THURSDAY, 26TH AUGUST 2021
CALENDAR
Thursday, 26th August

BOOK FAIR COMMENCES IN THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM – cancelled
First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues postponed

FRIDAY, 27TH AUGUST

ON SITE SUPERVISION BOOKING FORMS FOR NEXT WEEK DUE BY 11:00AM

Friday, 27th August
Monday, 30th August
Thursday, 2nd September

Monday, 6th September
Thursday, 9th September
Tuesday, 14th September
Wednesday, 15th September
Thursday, 16th September

Middle Unit Gym Program continues postponed
Final Payment due for Year 5/6 Camp of $45
First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues
Father’s Day Stall & Raffle possibly cancelled – more information next week
Middle Unit Gym Program continues (IF BACK TO FACE TO FACE)
Year 5/6 Basketball – selected students only POSTPONED
Year 6 Big Day Out at Crusoe College POSTPONED TO TERM 4
First Steps & Junior Unit Gym hopefully continues
Parents & Friends fundraiser – Coin Rush Drive FINISHES
Prep CSEF Uniform pack order forms due at the Office
Senior (Years 3 to 6) Concert: Matinee 12pm, Evening 6pm – TBC

Friday, 17th September

LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM

Monday, 4th October

First day for Term 4

Friday, 3rd September

School Organisation
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s,
As we navigate through Week 7, we seem to have found ourselves back in a Statewide Lockdown. So much changed in the
course of a day, after last week’s newsletter… and with outbreaks in Shepparton, like so many things, school has had to
change. With Monday as a Curriculum Day, we were able to reset and launch into REMOTE and ON SITE SUPERVISION
on Tuesday. We have found rhythm as the week has progressed, with small numbers on site (which is good) and the great
majority of staff working from home. Like you, staff are only permitted on site when required to supervise, so generally, each
day, teachers and education support are ordered to stay at home and work. Due to this, your child’s classroom teacher is
more than likely on site for a half day a week. With this in mind, best contact with teachers is through email, Dojo or learning
platforms such as Showbie.
LEARNING AT HOME… AN UPDATE WITH THREE WEEKS OF TERM TO GO!
From lots of reports received from teachers and parents, Remote Learning is going really well, with the majority of children
(and families) engaging often with teachers over Webex, through Showbie, Dojo, email etc. Just like we have found in the
past, reports are that live video is a real positive… and children are the benefactors of this approach. It’s good for mental
health for children to see their friends and even have a chat. Our staff continue to work hard to support anywhere from 20 –
26 children remotely, with many teachers doing multiple catch ups with children on a weekly basis where possible. We know
this period of time is critical for their learning, so please work with us to ensure you are getting your child to commit. Yes…
it’s hard work getting a child to sit and learn, but if you don’t do it, your child will fall behind and we just don’t want that. We
are all required to do hard things at the moment and this is no different for our children – so work through the hard patches
and get to that routine of learning at home. Remember – 2 hours for Prep & Year 1/2 and 3 hours for Years 3, 4, 5, & 6’s is
enough – if you set your mind on it… your child could have all their work done in one or two blocks, with the afternoon free to
relax. I know the majority are doing this well – let’s just try and get everyone through this period with the best outcomes
possible. Teamwork is key – let’s all do our bit
.
The following platforms are being used across the school – please check in each day to find out what your child should be
doing:
For children in Pauline, Nicole/Leisha & Josh’s classes – Prep and Year 1
Weekly Planner / Work: https://bhpst3.edublogs.org/ sent home via this app with supporting packs each week already
provided.
For children in Jen/Zoe or Catherine’s classes – Year 1 and 2
https://12bhps.edublogs.org/ and DOJO for communication.
For children in Dean, Wendy and Renae/Leisha’s classes – Year 2/3 & 3/4
Weekly Planner / Work: https://34bighill.edublogs.org/
SPECIALIST SUBJECTS – Visual Art, Chinese and Music will be communicated through each classroom program
Our Senior Unit Students (Year 4/5’s & 5/6’s) are working through SHOWBIE – all Year 4/5/6 children use SHOWBIE at
school every day and are familiar with using this platform. If you have access issues, please contact your child’s teacher via
email (available on the website or call the Office). Communication across the majority of classes will come in the form of
WEBEX meetings, although Senior Unit classes are catching up through SHOWBIE. We are endeavouring to schedule
WEBEX meetings at different times to ensure that there are no clashes for families with multiple children.

USING OUR ON SITE SUPERVISION PROGRAM
By now, we have stable numbers of students on site, with only families that have workers permits and no other option
using the service. With the Shepparton outbreak and so many children picking up the virus, when keeping children
home is an option, this is being done by the majority of families. Obviously, we keep children as safe as possible,
however, time at school presents multiple exposures to your child. Whilst they probably wouldn’t get very sick if they
were unlucky enough to be exposed, children do carry germs… so consider carefully the absolute need to expose
your child.
It’s also important to know note, the Victorian Chief Medical Advisor reports that there are risks for children in schools
and are encouraged to wear a mask when inside. If you child does come on site, please encourage them to wear a
mask. We aim to ensure this is the case.
The on site program can only be used where a conversation has been undertaken with myself… forms are then
shared, where a parent legally signs off their reasoning for using the service and provides updated copies of
AUTHORISED WORKERS PERMITS. Please note, the service is not to be used when there is an adult at home who
can supervise the children, even if that adult is working remotely at home, studying or sleeping after a shift. It is to be
used when there are no adults to supervise… and no other options.
Children in Out Of Home Care also qualify, as do those considered vulnerable by THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES (DHHS) or our school. Children with a diagnosed disability (eg: a funded student under the
Program for Students With Disabilities and Impairments program) also qualify.
On site supervision is not for families who can’t be bothered, are sick of having to do remote learning, are fed-up etc.
The direction is clear by law… if they can learn from home, they must. Please be mindful to keep your children home
when there is an adult to supervise them. We are all in this together… so keeping small numbers on site and safely
distancing adults from each other is a high priority. We want everyone safe… children, families, parents and our staff.
Thanks for your consideration of the rules when booking into on site supervision.
A general reminder to current users of the program that forms are due in by 11:00am TOMORROW to either myself
(Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au) or Janet Dean (Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au). No late forms will be
accepted in line with our DET Operations Guide. Staffing for the coming week is done early Friday afternoon, outlining
why numbers must be known by the Friday morning. I have to issue permits to our staff for specific days, so once the
roster is done, we can’t accept late bookings.
Supervision is of course just that… adults supervising your children doing remote learning. It’s basically having
another adult other than you watching them do their work. Teachers aren’t doing supervision – they are busy doing
remote learning with their class each day. As most run sessions throughout the day, they can’t be in two places at
once, so priority is to the remote program. Children on site will work with Casual Relief Teachers, Specialist Teachers,
Learning Tutors, Education Support Officers and Out of School Hours staff.
OSHC
Our Out of School Hours Care program is running in line with the on site supervision students, with Before School
Care available from 7:00am – 8:45am and After School Care from 3:15pm – 6:00pm SHARP. If you are using the on
site supervision program and are an existing user of OSHC, feel free to book days and times the normal way – by
contacting Janet Dean via email Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au. If your child is attending on site supervision and
you are starting work early, or leaving work late, you must book them into OSHC.
FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, cough,
sneezing etc. then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will
need to. For adults visiting the school for pick up etc, please ensure you stay off site if feeling unwell.
ADULTS ON SITE
The only adults on site should be our staff. We all sign in on a COVID-19 register each day – in case there is an
outbreak and contact tracing occurs. If you are dropping your child off or picking them up, please wait in the top
carpark, or if collecting earlier, please ring the Office and we will have your child sent up. If you need to come to the
Office, please use the QR code to check in and wait at the tables for Janet or Kerry to approach.
FACE MASKS
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a face mask under new Victorian law. Please
ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children are also asked to wear masks when on site –
indoors only. We can’t make them, but encourage them to wear masks. If you could do the same by encouraging
your child to wear a mask when on site, that would be much appreciated..
GYM, CONCERT ETC
We have had to postpone gym, CONCERTS etc, and will endeavour to reschedule them where possible. If we can’t
reschedule an event, we will refund any monies paid to families. Please stay up-to-date with what is happening via the
newsletter each week, our FACEBOOK page or by downloading the FLEXISCHOOLS app.

WELLBEING SUPPORTS
We have shared our supports online with you, however, should you ever need assistance, feel free to contact the
Office and Sharyn, Cara (our Chaplain) or I will be in a position to make contact with you. I know pride can sometimes
get in the way of asking for help, however, I want to assure anyone that if you come directly to me I am very
understanding, confidential, supportive and non-judgemental. Please make contact if you are struggling…I might be
able to give you a simple solution to what might be a big problem. At the very least, I can be someone to talk to. As
mentioned, both Sharyn and Cara are also only too happy to help where we can. In addition to what we have outlined,
you can also follow the hyperlinks to these supports:
•
•

Parents and carers can access tips to support their child’s mental and physical health and wellbeing.
Headspace has also created a video providing tips to support parents and carers during lockdown and are
running webinars for parents and carers about offering support when they are concerned about a young
person’s mental health.
• Wellbeing activities and conversation starters are available for parents of primary school-aged children and
parents of secondary school-aged children.
To support our school community during this time, resources and support are available for parents, carers and
families.
These resources will help to support the mental health and wellbeing of our students and the young people in our care
during this time.
I encourage everyone in our community to access these resources and take care of themselves during this time.
Services and support for students and their families
A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources is available for students, parents and carers looking
to access expert guidance and resources to support wellbeing.
Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students remains our priority this year, especially during the
continued COVID-19 pandemic and while students are learning from home during the current circuit breaker
restrictions.
For students, the guide includes resources to support their own mental health and wellbeing.
• Advice and resources for students about ways to adapt their learning during COVID-19, to look after
themselves and where to get help.
• Wellbeing activities featuring AFL and AFLW players with tips on managing stress, staying active and
gratitude.
• Smiling Mind mindfulness activities for senior secondary school students, including short videos, online tip
sheets and meditations.
The guide also includes resources and supports for parents and carers to help them build their child’s physical and
mental health and wellbeing. This includes:
• resources to support children’s physical, mental health and wellbeing
• wellbeing activities and conversation starters for parents of parents of primary school-aged children and
parents of secondary school-aged children
• Raising Learners podcast series
• how to talk to your child about COVID-19
• headspace is running webinars for parents and carers about offering support when they are concerned about
a young person’s mental health.
Wellbeing guidance for parents and carers is also available:
• on the Department’s website
• headspace has created a video providing tips to support parents and carers during lockdown
• through the confidential parent support hotline, Parentline, available 8am to midnight, seven days a week,
Phone: 13 22 89.
STAFF CONTACTS
In addition to the wellbeing supports outlined above, we have also clearly shared contact details for each staff
member, their days of work and contact hours on our website and on Facebook. Please remember, like you, our staff
have set hours of service and are not contactable 24 hours a day. Please be patient and understanding if there is a
delay in a response, especially when contact is made out-of-hours or on weekends. I know our staff are very
dedicated and happy to help – so please, always approach them with respect and consideration – even if you are
feeling really under pressure. Tough times for all – we’re all in this together.
ATTENDANCE
We mark the roll each day… however, if a teacher feels a child is not engaging in their work, they may have to mark
the roll as an absence. To ensure your child is marked present each day, ensure you are responding to teacher
emails, answering phone calls, attending scheduled Webex meetings OR return completed work to teachers when
requested. The First Steps, Junior Unit and Middle Unit are using Class Dojo now to communicate – making things
easier…. whereas the Senior Unit have the children working on Showbie and submitting work there. The First Steps,
Junior Unit and Middle Unit are using Webex this time around too, so if your child attends a meeting… this is a sign of
attendance.
Should
your
child
be
unwell,
please
email
your
child’s
teacher,
myself
(Matthew.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au) or Janet Dean (Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au) so the roll can be marked
accordingly. When your child is unwell, there is no expectation that they would be working remotely… we just need to
mark the roll to reflect this.

KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2022… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions.
When a time arrives when this can be done safely, we will advise on our website.
DOSE OF SUNSHINE!
I said this last year… and it’s true now more than ever… whilst we can’t go far from home under current Restrictions,
the weather tomorrow and over the weekend is looking particularly fine. There’s a lot of research around regarding
getting adequate sun exposure for that dose of Vitamin D. As the UV threat is low presently, why not make some time
this weekend, with the family, to be outside in the day. You will notice the almost immediate effects on wellbeing of
being outside for a prolonged period of time. Prioritise yours and your families mental health this weekend by enjoying
the sun.
Better still – have a SCREEN FREE day over the weekend (no iPad, computer or TV).
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Sophie B, Jett G, Zane L & Lyla E.
As we head into Week 8, it’s hard to believe we only have 3 weeks of Term to go! With this in mind, work hard with
your child to keep them up-to-date with their learning. We don’t want children slipping behind.
Glorious weather ahead for a few days, so make the most of it. Stay safe and stay connected to loved ones. Enjoy the
company of your children and how special such times truly can be!
Until next week…

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS

REMOTE LEARNING
Thank you for the amazing effort you have put into
ensuring your child continues to progress in their
learning during this very difficult time. Please stay in
touch with your child’s teacher and indicate your child’s
attendance in Remote Learning each day. Please
contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions
about your child’s learning or wellbeing, we are more
than happy to help in the best way we can. Your child’s
teacher can be contacted via Dojo or by email. All
emails are listed on our Big Hill Primary School
website. If you are unable to reach your teacher please
contact the Office on 5447 7022.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
our Junior Unit families and children for your amazing
support during this remote learning period. We are
extremely appreciative of the support you are able to
provide at home and welcome any feedback
throughout this period. Dojo will continue to be the
main avenue of communication, so if you have any
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact your child’s teacher through the Dojo message
service.

GYMNASTICS
Hopefully, with everything going well and with hopefully
an ease of restrictions, children will be able to
participate in their Gymnastics program at Jets
Gymnastics
on
Thursday,
9th
September.
Unfortunately we were unable to participate in 2
Gymnastics lessons due to COVID-19 Restrictions. We
are currently looking into whether we can reschedule
these lessons. We will update you when we know
more and have confirmations.
CONCERT
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions the First
Steps and Junior Concert was unable to take place.
We are currently looking into if and when we can
reschedule this event. If in the event that we are
unable to reschedule, money paid for tickets will be
refunded.

It has been wonderful to see children sending in their
work to their Dojo Portfolio over the last few days.
Please ensure that you share the comments and
feedback with your child that are written on their
approved portfolio pieces. Thank you 😊.
JETS GYMNASTICS PROGRAM
The children were all very excited to head to Jets Gym
last Thursday morning and I’m sure they will be feeling
a little disappointed that we are not able to go today.
With the current Lockdown we are working on
rescheduling the remaining gym sessions for later in
the term or in Term 4. We will advise you as soon as
we have news regarding this. Thanks for your
patience.

STARS OF THE WEEK
Look forward to Stars of the Week when we return to
school.

JUNIOR CONCERT COSTUMES
Thank you to all the parents who have sent in their
child’s costumes for the performance. We still have
quite a few children who have not brought in their
costumes. We are hoping it can be rescheduled, so
please send in your child’s clearly labelled costume as
soon as we return to face-to-face learning. If you are
unsure of your child’s costume requirements, please
contact your child’s teacher.

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS

CANTEEN NEWS

REMOTE LEARNING
The Middle Unit students have again quickly adjusted
to Remote Learning this week. We would like to thank
all the students for uploading their work pieces to Dojo
and attending our daily Webex meetings. It is important
to monitor class attendance and ensure student
engagement during Remote Learning.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our canteen is run by the school with profits going
back into the school. With the help of our volunteers,
we are able to keep prices down. If you are interested,
you will only be required once or twice per term and
your help is greatly appreciated. Don’t forget, you
don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, uncles
and grandparents are all welcome. Thank you.

In Literacy, the reading and writing tasks have focused
on narratives.
In Mathematics, the students have been measuring,
ordering and comparing the length of different objects
using informal and formal metric units.
PALMER’S GYM
With the current restrictions, our Gym Program has
been postponed this week. We will notify parents of the
new gym dates.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’
during Remote Learning:
MW
MR
MD

Lacey B
Phoebe C
Isla G

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
CAMP PAYMENTS
Final payment for camp is due on Monday, 30th
August. Please ensure that all outstanding payments
are made by this date. Medical forms are to be
returned to the Office once we return to face-to-face
learning. If you have misplaced your form, please
contact the Office for a replacement.
REMOTE LEARNING
Congratulations to all Senior Unit students who are
continuing to show impressive independent learning
skills by completing their daily tasks via Showbie. All
Senior Unit staff are so proud of all of our students for
transitioning to remote learning so well!
ATHLETICS
This event will hopefully be re-rescheduled – watch
this space.
DIVISION BASKETBALL
This has been postponed. We will advise more
information once we know.
BIG DAY OUT
This has been postponed to Term 4. Stay tuned!
CRUSOE COLLEGE ENROLMENT FORMS
By now all Year 6 students who have been accepted to
Crusoe College will have received their information
pack which includes the enrolment form. Please
complete and return to the Big Hill PS Office when we
return to face-to-face learning. Thank you.
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

CANTEEN VOLUNTEER FORM
FRIDAYS
NAME

__________________________

PH NUMBER

__________________________

TIME AVAILABLE

□ 9:00am to 10:00am
□ 12:45pm to 2:00pm

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager

COMMUNITY NEWS

Victor Nune inspired artwork

Abigail H

Caleb H

Charlie W

Asha M

Hope G

Benji S

Jordan M

Imogen

Ryan W

Jaz P

Samuel S

Lyla E

Sophie W

Addi H

Oscar G

Jai N

Liam W

