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THURSDAY, 19TH AUGUST 2021
CALENDAR
Friday, 20th August

Middle Unit Gym Program continues

MONDAY, 23RD AUGUST CURRICULUM DAY – PUPIL FREE
TUESDAY, 24TH AUGUST

CANTEEN DAY IN LIEU OF WEDNESDAY, 25TH AUGUST
Parents & Friends fundraiser – Coin Rush Drive commences
Father’s Day Stall Raffle tickets being sent home

Wednesday, 25th August

Junior (Prep to Year 2) Concert: STREAMING ONLY – NO AUDIENCE-apologies
Streaming from 12PM – 11:59PM-contact office for refunds-see inside for more information

Thursday, 26th August

NO CANTEEN ORDERS ON THIS DAY
BOOK FAIR COMMENCES IN THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM –
Please see back page for opening times / pre-ordering

Thursday, 9th September
Tuesday, 14th September
Wednesday, 15th September
Thursday, 16th September

First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues
Middle Unit Gym Program continues
Final Payment due for Year 5/6 Camp of $45
LAST DAY OF BOOK FAIR – 8:30am – 9:00am sales ONLY, no after school sales
First Steps & Junior Unit Gym continues
Father’s Day Stall & Raffle
Middle Unit Gym Program concludes
Year 5/6 Basketball – selected students only
First Steps & Junior Unit Gym concludes
Parents & Friends fundraiser – Coin Rush Drive FINISHES
Prep CSEF Uniform pack order forms due at the Office
Senior (Years 3 to 6) Concert: Matinee 12pm, Evening 6pm – tickets on sale Thursday, 26th August

Friday, 17th September

LAST DAY FOR TERM 3 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM

Monday, 4th October

First day for Term 4

Friday, 27th August
Monday, 30th August
Wednesday, 1st September
Thursday, 2nd September
Friday, 3rd September

School Organisation
Dear Parent/s, Guardian/s and Carer/s,
As we work our way towards the end of Week 6, we take a deep breath and appreciate that a week on site has just
occurred. Every day where we can run a face-to-face program is both welcomed and celebrated. We are working
extremely hard to make the most of such times with your children and are grateful that we, unlike our Melbournebased family, friends and colleagues, are not in a Lockdown situation. As I say each week, things change rapidly and
we need to keep abreast of changes… so, to ensure you don’t miss important announcements, please READ THE
NEWSLETTER each week, FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, check our SCHOOL WEBSITE REGULARLY and
sign up to FLEXISCHOOLS. If you are unsure how to do this, check at the Office – Janet will advise you on how to set
up Flexischools on your device.
COVID-19 REGULATIONS:
It’s important to ensure, especially whilst COVID-19 is a threat in Victoria… that you do the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep children home from school when they have any COVID-19 symptoms – sore throat, cough, fever etc,
Do not come onto the school grounds if you are unwell,
Get tested if you or your child has symptoms,
Return to school only when a negative result has been returned,
Get your child tested if they have persistent symptoms that won’t go away (eg: winter asthma, cough etc) and
return to school with a negative test to indicate they have been screened and a certificate from the doctor
outlining that the condition is a persistent viral infection and not COVID-19,
Socially distance in the car park or when on the grounds (which should only be if absolutely necessary at the
moment),
Wear a mask. If you have an exemption for not wearing a mask, please ensure this is clearly visible on you in
the form of a badge / lanyard. If you refuse to wear a mask, you are not allowed to come onto a Department
site.

CURRICULUM DAY – MONDAY
On Monday we have our final Curriculum Day for 2021. Due to this, there is no school for students on Monday. Staff
will be working hard on the day to review the new INDIVIDUAL LEARNING PLAN format from the Department, refresh
knowledge of CAFÉ and VOICES reading and writing, skill-up on the ESSENTIAL ASSESSMENT platform and action
some Staff Wellbeing.

OPERATIONAL CHANGES – NO CHANGE
To keep our school safe, we have introduced some important operational changes. These operational changes require
staff and parents to wear face masks and maintain good hygiene practices at all times. At this stage, parents are only
permitted on site, if authorised. Any parent or visitor, required to come on site, must check in using the QR Code
System and sign in at the Office. No visitors allowed from Lockdown areas during the current period also – 5km radius
travel rules prevent this. If family from an area in Lockdown are picking up your child/ren, they are not permitted on
site. For the time being, all playgrounds are off limits to families and students waiting at pick up and drop off times.
Please ensure social distancing if you are waiting for children at pick up time. Monday morning assemblies will
continue to occur, but will be held over the PA system and not held outside until further notice. We hope our days of
learning remotely are once again behind us all and we look forward to an extended period free of COVID-19
disruption, however, things can change quickly as we have just seen, so the message for us all is to make the most of
the time we have when on site and be poised… ready to switch to remote at a moment’s notice. Thank you for your
continued support during this time. As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with any feedback or queries.
FOUNDATION / PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2022
Our school has received several calls over the past few weeks for Foundation / Prep enrolments for next year.
Unfortunately at present we cannot take new families on a tour of the school but we will be in touch if you have
registered at the Office with Janet. If there any current Big Hill PS families who have pre-school aged children and
have yet to enrol, please contact Janet at the Office as soon as possible, to assist with planning.
MIDDLE UNIT GYM & FIRST STEPS / JUNIOR UNIT GYM & SPORTS EVENTS
Last Friday our Middle Unit enjoyed their first gym session at Palmers Gym, with the next visit set to occur this Friday.
Our First Steps and Junior Units began their gym program today too, with Jets Gym providing an engaging program
for our younger students. Next Thursday, 26th August will also see the rescheduling of the Cluster Athletics at Flora Hill
Athletics Track. Brett, Ainsley, Lauren and selected Year 4-6’s will spend the day at the Athletics representing our
school. Currently restrictions would NOT permit adults going to the event and mingling directly with staff and students.
PREP CSEF UNIFORM PACK – DEADLINE EXTENDED
If your child is in Prep this year and you receive the CSEF, you are entitled to a free uniform pack. Please visit
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/resources/ to download an order form. Once completed, please send into the Office.
If you have already placed an order and received it this year, please disregard this. Orders are due in before
Wednesday, 15th September. A reminder also to those who have received their Prep Uniform that the vouchers for
Lowes have an expiry in the coming weeks, so please ensure you use the voucher in the coming weeks.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
We had a very productive meeting of council on Tuesday night, welcoming two new members, Daniel Bourke and
Annette Robinson. Daniel and Annette join Jono Westcott, Wayne Murphy, Naomi Pietzsch, Shane Chapman, Sharon
Jones, Nicole Blythman, Bridget Chambers and Melissa Miller as current parent / community members. Melissa is also
our School Council President. It’s worth knowing who our parent members are, as they are here to help and can be
approached should you want something raised at School Council. We meet next in Week 10, on Tuesday, 14th
September.
ABSENCES
Please ensure that each time your child is away, you contact the school before 9:30am to report the absence and
reason for being away. We have to record all absences and code the reason why a child is absent. If you don’t tell us,
we have to code the absence as UNEXPLAINED, which in reality, doesn’t look good when absences build up. Please
call or text 0438 738 788 can be used to text an absence each morning. The school landline can also be called… with
messages left on the answering machine at any time.
IS YOUR CHILD HAVING ISSUES?
It would come as no surprise, given the current state of the world, media bombardment of negative stories etc, that
children pick up on the anxiety of adults around them. In and out of Lockdowns doesn’t help either… and happy events
are often shelved, postponed or cancelled. We know how special events and days counteract the downward trend…
so we are pushing forward with many things at school, substituting if we have to, to ensure our children have some
wonderful experiences. With our children feeling it… they are also susceptible to worries with friends, more sensitive
with adults etc. How can we help you here? My advice is simple – if your child is unhappy about something… reports
worries or concerns… your first port of call should be your child’s teacher. Honesty – probably 80% of things reported
to parents actually haven’t been reported to an adult at school. This is made more difficult when children say YES I
TOLD SOMEONE, when they actually didn’t and don’t want to make you annoyed for not thinking of this obvious
course of action. SO… next time there is an issue, contact your child’s teacher. Set up regular communication lines
with them so that check-ins can occur and we can help children talk to trusted adults at school and home – which is so
important for their future handling of issues. We are here to help – so reach out and stay in contact. It’s the best way to
help your child moving forward in uncertain times.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Last chance if you haven’t already done the survey – it closes this Sunday! All families were emailed with the link and
code. We’d love to hear from you about how we are going – areas to improve, areas to continue… if we do something
well, please tell us. We then know to keep doing more of that
.

FIRST STEPS AND JUNIOR UNIT “BIG HILL 150 YEARS ANNIVERSARY CONCERT”
This exciting event is still set to occur next Wednesday, 25th August (LIVE STREAMING ONLY, NO AUDIENCE). The
concert, held as a matinee over live stream, due to current restrictions… will have all of our First Steps and Junior
Units on stage, in full dress… putting on the show of their lives for our community… and to celebrate the school’s 150th
anniversary. If you have purchased tickets to attend the evening or matinee previously advertised, please bring your
tickets into the Office for a refund (or call to provide your banking details); or use to purchase DVD’s or USB Flash
Drives; or have a credit put onto your child’s school account for future events / canteen / OSHC. One ticket will
provide you access to the live stream… which will go live on Wednesday 12:00pm and also be active online until
11:59pm on Wednesday night.
We need to drum up exciting for our children. Let’s not talk about
disappointment. Let’s flip the thinking of our children… they are going
onstage to perform to a live TV-STYLE audience… a huge audience in fact.
Also – why not promote with your child/children that on Wednesday
evening the family will sit down (with the performer/s) and have a movie
night to enjoy the performance… together. Get out the popcorn and make a
real fuss of your child/ren. Seriously… they will love it… and it will be good
for their mental health. We are ensuring something isn’t taken away –
instead… we are doing the concert differently… and in an exciting new
way.
The costs of the concert are large… and we won’t have audience ticket
sales to help us cover costs. We also don’t charge for the buses to and
from. This will remain the same. Purchasing of streaming tickets will help us
cover some costs, so please promote with family further afield to sign up
and buy one too. Sales of DVD’s after the event will also be a major way to
help us cover costs, so when we advertise purchasing, please consider
buying some as mementos, gifts etc.
Really looking forward to seeing our Preps & Year 1/2’s on stage Wednesday. I know the whole school will also be
tuning in via streaming to enjoy the performance
.
HEAD LICE – PARENT RUN PROGRAM
At Big Hill PS we used to have a parent run head lice checking program during school hours. We would very much
like to be able to have this valuable program start up again. If you have a Working With Children Check and would be
available for around 1 hour per week to help check children on site, please contact me to discuss further. Thank you.
CARPARK – PARKING AND SAFETY
As a School Council we are concerned with the issues our school faces regarding parking, traffic management, unsafe
behaviours of drivers – all of concern when so close to children who are so unpredictable at young ages. We are
writing to Vic Roads, local MP’s, City of Greater Bendigo and engaging the police to try and change things for the
better. It may take time to resolve the congestion that causes so many of our issues – but this doesn’t mean you
should remain parking in unsafe areas, drive erratically near children, vent frustrations at other drivers etc. Your
children are our focus – just as you would expect. I just need to remind you that all children are our focus collectively
as a community – we need to keep your child (and all children) safe… so please… drive carefully around the school,
take your time, be vigilant as children are unpredictable and review where you park. As the weather warms, encourage
active travel to school – two wins… easy parking on Phillis Street and daily exercise which is great for everyone!
BOOK FAIR – STARTING NEXT WEEK
Next Thursday, 26th August will see the launch of our BOOK FAIR, which will be held in our multipurpose room. We
are soldiering on and running it this year, after missing out in 2020. PARENTS ARE NOT ABLE TO COME ON SITE
AT THIS STAGE, however, children can visit with money and orders can also be made online. Check the back page
for more information.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Charlotte C, Mica B, Oscar W, Cameron K, John C, Jade L & Lacey B.
Week 7 will be busy with a Curriculum Day, a Concert, two gym programs and Cluster Athletics. With 4 weeks of term,
we are going to be very busy endeavouring to have our children learning and experiencing. We look forward to your
support during such busy times by making sure children are well-rested and are at school each day on time, ready to
learn (provided they are well, of course).
Enjoy your Friday and the weekend approaching.

Matt Pearce, Principal
p

FIRST STEPS NEWS
GYMNASTICS PROGRAM
Today was our first session at Jets gym and all
children had a wonderful time. They had the chance to
use a variety of equipment including: balance beams,
trampolines, apparatus bars, parallel bars, climbing
ropes & ladders. It was fantastic to see our students
demonstrating our School Values of being ‘Respectful’,
‘Responsible’ and ‘Safe’ whilst out in our community.
Our next gym session will be on Thursday, 26th August.
Please make sure your child wears their school
tracksuit pants, leggings or shorts. For safety reasons
dresses, skirts and tights are not permitted. Please
ensure your child has their name on their jumper as
they usually take them off at the Gym once they have
warmed up. Thank you.
100TH DAY OF SCHOOL
On Monday, everyone was very excited to celebrate
the 100th Day of School! Students arrived in the
morning to find their classrooms decorated with
balloons, posters and streamers. We even had a 100th
day cake. Throughout the day students were very busy
participating in lots of fun and exciting activities. The
students made their own colourful 100 Day crowns to
wear for the day, they made yummy necklaces with
100 Fruit Loops, they used their 100 items from home
to count, sort and make creative pictures and they iced
and decorated biscuits for 100 days of school and
each class read 100 books. Thank you to all the
families who helped support such a successful day at
school by counting items at home with your child.
We’re sure some of you were wondering how you
would ever fit 100 items in a zip lock bag!

JUNIOR SCHOOL CONCERT COSTUMES
Thank you to all the parents who have sent in their
child’s costumes for the performance. We still have
quite a few children who have not brought in their
costumes. Please send in your child’s clearly labelled
costume as soon as possible. If you are unsure of your
child’s costume requirements please contact your
child’s teacher.

HISTORY
Over the past few weeks students have had a
wonderful time making their family trees, comparing
different items throughout the decades such as
houses, televisions etc. We have also sorted different
items from the past and present, such as candles /
lights fire / ovens, horses / cars etc.

CLUSTER ATHLETICS
The Year 4-6 Cluster Athletics will be held on
Thursday, 26th August at the Flora Hill Athletics Track.
The selected Year 4 students from the Middle Unit
have already received notes and will be competing
against students from Maiden Gully, Huntly and Epsom
Primary Schools.

Next week we will be investigating toys from the past.
If you have any toys from the past at home, we would
love to share them with our classes.

BOOK FAIR
The Book Fair will commence next Thursday 26th
August – Wednesday 1st September. Details of the
Book Fair are on the back page of this newsletter.

STARS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating School Values
Gymnastics Program at Jets Gym:
FSN
FSP
FSJ

during

our

Abby M
Christopher W
Cooper C

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS

FATHER’S DAY STALL
Just a reminder that the Father’s Day Stall will be held
on Thursday, 2nd September. There is always a
wonderful selection of special gifts to buy.
JUNIOR CONCERT
We wish the First Steps and Junior Unit students all
the best for next Wednesday, 25th August. With the
current restrictions, the Middle Unit will be unable to
attend the Junior Concert but we look forward to the
live streaming instead.

JETS GYMNASTICS PROGRAM
The children were all very excited to head to Jets Gym
this morning. They displayed our School Values of
Respect, Responsibility and Safety, happily taking part
in all aspects of the program. We look forward to our
remaining 3 weeks of lessons.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Respect’:

JUNIOR SCHOOL CONCERT COSTUMES
Please ensure that all costumes are sent in to school
as soon as possible so that we are able to follow up on
those children who are yet to organise their costumes.
Thanks so much. We did ask that all costumes were
delivered to school by no later than Wednesday, 18th
August.

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Values of ‘Responsibility’
and ‘Safety’ when attending Jets Gym:
JC
JJ

Rhett C
Nathaniel S

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
CURRICULUM NEWS
In Literacy this week we have focused on the features
of narrative texts and used genre (eg: fantasy) prompts
to write narratives.
In the area of Mathematics, students have been
working on fractions and decimals.
This term in Geography, the students will be learning
the states of Australia and their capital cities.
In Science, we are investigating solids and liquids and
the changes between states of matter.
PALMER’S GYM
Last Friday the students participated in their first
gymnastics session at Palmer’s Gym in Bendigo. The
students practised their physical skills including rolling,
jumping and balancing with the assistance of coaches.

MW
MR
MD

Sierra S
Oscar G
Tyler W

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
CAMP PAYMENTS
Final payment for camp is due on Monday, 30th
August. Please ensure that all outstanding payments
are made by this date. Medical forms are also due by
this date. If you have misplaced your form, please
contact the Office for a replacement.
3 STRIKES POLICY
To support students in making positive choices we will
be implementing our 3 Strikes Policy.
This means that students who are struggling to make
positive choices in class, the yard or in specialist will
be placed on a behaviour chart and will have their
behaviour monitored to support positive choices to
ensure their attendance to the Year 5/6 Camp and
upcoming sports days.
If your child receives a strike, we will be endeavouring
to support them to redeem themselves.
If your child has been placed on a chart, please expect
an email from their classroom teacher.
ATHLETICS
This event has thankfully been rescheduled and will be
taking place on Thursday, 26th August. Please be
mindful that due to COVID-19 restrictions, no
spectators are permitted to attend.
HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT SESSION
No date yet as to when this can be rescheduled to –
watch this space.

DIVISION BASKETBALL
This will be held on Friday, 3rd September. Notes have
been sent out to those who have been selected.
Please return notes / payment by Wednesday, 1st
September.
CRUSOE COLLEGE ENROLMENT FORMS
By now all Year 6 students who have been accepted to
Crusoe College will have received their information
pack which includes the enrolment form. Please
complete and return to the Big Hill PS Office at your
earliest convenience. Thank you.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating our School Values throughout the
school week:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Sebastian S
Chase D
Tom S
Shelby S

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

CANTEEN NEWS
CANTEEN DAY IN LIEU OF JNR CONCERT DAY
Due to there being no Canteen on Wednesday, 25th
August due the Junior Concert, we have decided to
open on the Tuesday, 24th August. Apologies for any
inconvenience, just a change of day for this one week,
so the students don’t miss out
.

FATHER’S DAY STALL
We are happy we can run our annual Father’s Day
Stall and Raffle again this year. A note was sent home
with your child yesterday Wednesday, 18th August with
details about this event. There will also be raffle tickets
coming home on Tuesday, 24th August with your child.
We are also seeking donations towards our
FANTASTIC raffle that’s run every year to. We are
sorry about the late notice with this event, its due to
our latest Lockdowns and COVID-19 cases. There will
be more information about this event closer to the day
and thank you again for all your support.
TRIVIA NIGHT
As you all know we have had to POSTPONE our trivia
night. We have been in contact with Kangaroo Flat
Bowls Club and we are trying to sort out a date to run
our night. As soon as we have this date we will run our
trivia night. If you have already purchased tickets
please keep them as they will still be valid for the night.
We will keep you updated with this fundraiser as soon
as we can.
We would like to thank all our fantastic families for their
support with our fundraisers for our school, we couldn’t
do it without your support. A BIG thank you.
Parents and Friends

COMMUNITY NEWS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our canteen is run by the school with profits going
back into the school. With the help of our volunteers,
we are able to keep prices down. If you are interested,
you will only be required once or twice per term and
your help is greatly appreciated. Don’t forget, you
don’t have to be a mum or dad to help, aunties, uncles
and grandparents are all welcome. Thank you.

CANTEEN VOLUNTEER FORM
FRIDAYS
NAME

__________________________

PH NUMBER

__________________________

TIME AVAILABLE

□ 9:00am to 10:00am
□ 12:45pm to 2:00pm

Tammy Fear, Canteen Manager

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
COIN RUSH DRIVE COMPETITION
We are running our Coin Rush Drive Competition
(spare change drive) again this year. Classrooms will
receive their tubs in their rooms on Tuesday, 24th
August. We will be running this competition until
Tuesday, 14th September.
The class with the most money in their tub at the end
of the competition will be the winning class, and will
win a FANTASTIC prize. There will be updates on all
classes throughout the competition and hope it will be
heaps of FUN for everyone involved. GOOD LUCK to
all classes and have fun!!

Kangaroo Flat MARKET
is on again on
Saturday, 28th August
at Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church,
High Street, (opposite ALDI) from
8:00am - 1:00pm.
Featuring a wide variety of Market Stalls
& Car Boot Sales, plus a HUGE GARAGE
SALE there will be bargains for everyone
with Trash & Treasure; s/h furniture;
h/hold items; Tools; Books; Toys;
Clothing; Plants; Craft, Sausage Sizzle,
Devonshire Teas, Live Music & lots more.
COVID-19 restrictions will apply.

For further information or to book a site
please contact Max on 5443 1809

150th ANNIVERSARY JUNIOR CONCERT – WEDNESDAY, 25TH AUGUST

12:00PM MATINEE – STREAMING ONLY
6:00PM EVENING PERFORMANCE – CANCELLED
Due to density limits, we have had to cancel the 6:00pm evening performance, and have the
12:00pm matinee performance that will be STREAMED ONLY – NO AUDIENCE. With
extremely limited seating capacity in the venue due to recent COVID-19 restrictions, we
have had to make it a streamed only event.
The streaming event costs $10, so if you’ve purchased just one ticket, that will get you the
streaming code to watch the performance live, or later in the day.
If you have purchased more than one ticket, please bring those tickets back to the Office to
organise a refund. Please also bring with you your bank account details, as we will have to
do a direct deposit to your bank account (no cash refunds available, sorry). If you prefer, you
can call the school to provide your banking details, to save you coming on site.
Another option is to put the ticket refund amounts towards a DVD or USB Flash Drive, or
even have a credit put onto your child’s school account for future events / canteen / OSHC
etc. You can email a request for this to Janet if you would like to choose this option.
For those families who have purchased tickets, your link to view the event will be emailed to
you on the day. The event will be available to watch using that link until 11:59pm on
Wednesday, 25th August. After then, you will need to purchase a DVD or USB Flash Drive
to watch at your leisure. They also make great presents for friends & relatives!
These will go on sale via Qkr from Thursday, 26th August for a limited time only.
DVD’s cost $10 each, and USB Flash Drives cost $20 each.
We would like to encourage as many of you as possible to buy a DVD, Flash Drive or
multiple streaming tickets to help contribute towards the cost of venue & bus hire. Audience
ticket sales traditionally try to ensure the school is not out of pocket, so your support is
greatly appreciated.
It is disappointing for the children and families that we can’t have an audience, but
unfortunately, we have no other option. By keeping the event at the Junortoun Baptist
Church, we are at least providing our children with a grand, staged event that will be
recorded for treasured family memories. We are also sure that our girls and boys will love
getting to perform on stage.
We will wait and see how things progress before making a decision about the Senior
Concert.

Dear Parents and Families,
Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination and helps children discover who they
are. Here’s what you can do to help children develop stronger reading skills and a love for reading:
• Set the example. Let children see you read.
• Have a collection of books in your home. Update this collection routinely to keep up with changing tastes
and reading skills.
• Support our school’s Book Fair. Allow your children to choose their own books to read.
Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into our school. It’s a
wonderful selection of engaging and affordable books for every reading level. Please consider ordering online,
or sending some money in with your child to choose a book and support our school.

Book Fair dates: 26th August – 1st September
STUDENTS ONLY shopping hours:
3:15pm – 3:45pm
Thursday, 26th August
Friday, 27th August
Monday, 30th August
Tuesday, 31st August
And before school for purchases from
8:30am – 9:00am
Wednesday, 1st September

ONLINE ORDERS ARE PREFERRED, AS PARENTS AREN’T ALLOWED ON SITE AT THIS STAGE

Remember, all purchases benefit our school 😊

