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THURSDAY, 3RD JUNE 2021
Friday, 4 June

CALENDAR
CURRICULUM DAY – no on site supervision or OSHC

Monday, 7th June

Return to Face to Face Learning – please return all learning materials

Thursday, 10th June

Middle Unit Melbourne Museum Excursion POSTPONED

MONDAY, 14TH JUNE

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday, 15th June

P&F Elmore Bakery Pie Drive Order forms and payment due

Wednesday 16th June

Payment due for Senior Unit Gym
FREE Connected Parenting Workshop 6:30–8:00pm in multipurpose room (see attached flyer)
email Ainsley Stanley to book your place (if restrictions still apply, it will be a virtual workshop)

Wednesday, 23rd June

Pizza Day orders due on Qkr ONLY by 9:00am

Thursday, 24th June
Friday, 25th June

P&F Elmore Bakery Pie Drive delivery day 3:00pm to 4:00pm

th

Monday, 12th July
Tuesday, 13th July
Wednesday, 14th July
Thursday, 15th July
Friday, 16th July
Monday, 19th July

LAST DAY FOR TERM 2 – early dismissal of 2:15pm
PIZZA DAY – no normal food items available but iced treats will be available
First Day for Term 3
Senior Unit Gym commences
Senior Unit Gym continues
Senior Unit Gym continues
Senior Unit Gym concludes
Year 6 Human Relations session
Year 5/6 Camp 3rd instalment of $80 due

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
A few weeks ago, none of us would have thought that Week 7 would be spent in Lockdown and remote learning. It’s
really crazy to think how quickly things can change and spiral out-of-control during this pandemic. It’s a reminder to us
all to stay vigilant and not think this pandemic is over yet. We’ve done well at Big Hill PS this year so far, so let’s keep
up the good work going forward.
CURRICULUM DAY TOMORROW
Tomorrow, Friday, 4th June is a Curriculum Day at Big Hill Primary School. Due to this, there is no remote learning, on
site supervision or OSHC. As you would know, we set 4 curriculum days for the year in February and tomorrow is one
of them. Due to this, your child has a day off. If they have not finished all of their remote learning work however,
please take the day to catch them up, ready to return materials on Monday.
WELLBEING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19 LOCKDOWNS AND THROUGHOUT THE PANDEMIC
This pandemic is tough on us all, especially our children. Due to this, I’ve included support materials for families and
children to access through Lockdowns and whilst the pandemic continues. During such times, it can be challenging to
process and manage changes to routines and the uncertainty that comes with COVID-19 and related restrictions –
including moving to remote learning. To support our school community during this time, resources and support are
available for parents, carers and families. These resources will help to support the mental health and wellbeing of our
students and the young people in our care during this time. I encourage everyone in our community to access these
resources and take care of themselves during this time.
A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources sheet can be found by visiting:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mentalhealth-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf and is available for students, parents and carers looking to access expert
guidance and resources to support wellbeing. Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students remains our
priority this year, especially during the continued COVID-19 pandemic and while students are learning from home
during the current circuit breaker restrictions.
For students, the guide includes resources to support their own mental health and wellbeing:
• Advice and resources for students about ways to adapt their learning during coronavirus, to look after
themselves and where to get help,
• Wellbeing activities featuring AFL and AFLW players with tips on managing stress, staying active & gratitude,
• Kick it with Victory physical activities with Melbourne Victory Football Club.

The guide also includes resources and supports for parents and carers to help them with:
•

Supporting children’s physical, mental health and wellbeing,

•

Wellbeing activities and conversation starters,

•

Raising Learners podcast series,

•

How to talk to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19).

Wellbeing guidance for parents and carers is also available on the Department of Education and Training’s website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/default.aspx or through the confidential parent support hotline,
Parentline, available 8:00am to midnight, seven days a week on 13 22 89.
RETURN TO ON SITE LEARNING – MONDAY, 7TH JUNE
Unless there is a sudden change in advice today, we can expect to return to on site learning on Monday, 7th June. All
children, from all year levels will return to Big Hill Primary School on Monday, remembering to bring back all learning
materials sent home. We look forward to welcoming our students back on site on Monday. Please don’t be confused
by the media – Melbourne will remain remote next week, whereas Regional Victoria get to return to FACE-TO-FACE
learning.
CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
Whilst we return to FACE-TO-FACE learning, the following will be in place in the coming weeks. Please familiarise
yourself with the following regulations. Hopefully they will change in the coming weeks, but for now please adhere to
the following:
❖ Wear a mask at all times – whether this be in the car park, on site etc,
❖ No adults on site, unless absolutely necessary. Only enter a classroom if invited by a staff member,
❖ Social distancing of 1.5m required in and around the school. Police will be doing patrols, so be careful in the
carpark too!
❖ Hand sanitise on entry to the school grounds,
❖ Stay off site if unwell,
❖ Keep children at home if unwell – sore throat, runny nose, cough, fever / chills etc. Children at school who are
unwell must be sent home – please ensure your emergency contacts are up-to-date,
❖ If your child has a recurring illness with symptoms similar to COVID-19, such as an allergy, persistent cough
etc, the advice is you must take your child to see a GP, get COVID tested and return your child to school with
a doctor’s certificate and negative test result,
❖ If you are asked to self-isolate, please advise the Office and do not come on site,
❖ Sign in at the Office if you are on site longer than the period of time taken to drop off OR pick up your child.
This is a regulation of the Victorian State Government that we keep records of adults on site,
❖ If you need to speak to your child’s teacher, please endeavour to do so via email, phone, Webex etc in
preference to in-person,
❖ If you absolutely have to visit the Office, please ensure there are no more than 3 adults in the foyer at one
time, follow the signage in place and wear a mask, hand sanitise etc. Again – if you don’t have to come to the
Office in person, please call or email.
MABO DAY TODAY / NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
Today is significant for all Australians, especially our First Nations, as it’s Mabo Day. As outlined last week, finding out
about Eddie Mabo and the significance of today would be a great activity to do together. As part of Reconciliation
Week, there are also some amazing indigenous films on television and on subscriptions like NETFLIX and STAN.
There’s actually a great movie MABO that was on NETFLIX last year that would be interesting for older students to
watch with an adult and learn about why Eddie is so important. If remote has tired you out and you face Friday with no
set ideas of what to do, why not look into a great INDIGENOUS movie to view together? As Reconciliation Week
draws to a close, we have put up some great displays by our Year 4, 5, 6’s around the school. I’ve included some
photos of some of the great work on display in the school at the moment.
FIRST STEPS / JUNIOR UNIT & MIDDLE UNIT EXCURSIONS
Sadly, Lockdown has interrupted not only our teaching and learning Face to Face, but some great events at the
school. The First Steps / Junior Unit excursion to the Ballarat Wildlife Park was impacted by this week’s Lockdown
and next week’s Middle Unit excursion to the Melbourne Museum will be paused due to the continuation of the
Metropolitan Melbourne Lockdown. We hope to reschedule both excursions as soon as we can. For now, keep up to
date with your child’s Unit news in the newsletter and discuss with your child’s teacher if you have any questions.
LONG WEEKEND
Just a reminder that next weekend is a Long Weekend, with Monday, 14th June a Public Holiday in observance of the
Queen’s Birthday in Victoria.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Conna B, Oliver S, Vincenzo P & Ella M.

With three weeks to go, there’s not a lot of Term 2 ahead of us. As we return to Face to Face, children and staff will
be working hard to catch up and prepare for end of term reports. These will be sent home during Week 10 (the last
week of term).
Looking forward to welcoming students back on Monday and hope all of our children enjoy a day off tomorrow.
Hopefully they have earnt it during remote
.

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS

BALLARAT WILDLIFE PARK EXCURSION
As you are all aware our excursion to the Ballarat
Wildlife Park had to be cancelled this week due to the
COVID-19 situation. We will hopefully be able to
reschedule to a later date this term.

REMOTE LEARNING
The Middle Unit students transitioned successfully to
remote learning this week. We would like to
congratulate the students on their efforts during these
four days. Thank you to the parents and students for
ensuring that work samples were uploaded onto Dojo
each day.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
After many discussions we decided to postpone
student of the week awards this week due to the
COVID-19 restrictions.
We understanding this is a very special experience for
students to be awarded their certificate at assembly
and take home Remi Roo for the weekend, however
this was not possible for last week’s or this week’s
students.
Therefore, last week’s recipients will be awarded their
certificate at Monday’s assembly (unfortunately no
parents allowed on site at this stage, apologies).
Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Josh

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
REMOTE LEARNING
Thank you to all of our families who were engaged with
remote learning this week and supervising the
outstanding work of our Junior Unit students.
We are so lucky to have the support of our wonderful
families and hope that you enjoyed working with your
child as much as we do.
We will be so happy to see them back and refreshed
on Monday.
EXCURSION
We were disappointed have to postpone our excursion
to the Ballarat Wildlife Park. We are looking into
rescheduling our excursion and will provide additional
details when we can. Thanks again to those parents
who volunteered to come along to the excursion, I’m
sure we will be needing your assistance in the future.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For showing the School Value of ‘Respect’ through
working with enthusiasm and diligence during remote
learning:
JC
JJ

Amber L
Imogen K

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

It will be great to welcome students back to classroom
learning on Monday. Just a reminder for students to
return their readers, homework booklets and pencil
cases.
MELBOURNE EXCURSION
Unfortunately, with the current COVID restrictions it
has been necessary to postpone our Melbourne
Museum excursion next Thursday. We will provide
further updates on our excursion in future newsletters.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Values during Remote
learning:
MW
MR
MD

Xavier K
Charlie T
Maeson D

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Students will attend a ninety minute session,
accompanied by their classroom teacher on Friday,
16th July. This program explores the physical and
emotional changes of puberty and includes sexual
development, the process of fertilization and
development of a baby, and discussion regarding
general aspects of health, including relationships and
body image. Please return permission notes from
Monday, 7th June.
CAMP
Medical notes and formal permission notes will be sent
home early next term, along with a list of items that
students can bring along to camp.
For families paying by instalments, the second
instalment of $100 was due on Friday, 28th May, so if
you haven’t yet made this payment, please do so at
your earliest convenience or contact the Office to make
other arrangements. Thank you.

GYM
Please ensure your return notes (from Monday, 7th
June) and make payment as soon as possible (Qkr is
still available to make payments). The due date for
payment and notes is Tuesday, 15th June.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – LAST WEEK
For demonstrating Empathy at school:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Shanay O
Matilda M
Felicia B
Peyton C

Next balancing deadline 30 June
We are reminding families about the next deadline for
balancing Child Care Subsidy (CCS).
There are two important deadlines that fall on 30 June
2021:

THIS WEEK
For positive participation in Remote learning:

•

the second deadline for confirming 2018–19
income, and

SA
SB
SK
SL

•

the first deadline for confirming 2019–20
income.

Tellium M
Joshua VS
Zane L
Mikayla F

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
ELMORE PIE DRIVE
Orders are due in by 9:00am Tuesday, 15th June.
Payment can be made in cash, card (over the phone to
the Office), or direct deposit to the Elmore Bakery.
When paying for your order using direct deposit,
please write on the order form in the paid space ‘DD’
and then scan or take a photo and email it to Janet at
janet.dean@education.vic.gov.au, to save you having
to enter the Office at this time.
Pie Drive collection day will be Thursday, 24th June
from 3:00pm – 4:00pm in the multipurpose room. We
hope you all enjoy ordering again this year and we
would like to thank you again so much for your support
with our fundraisers, we couldn’t do it without all you.
P&F FACEBOOK PAGE
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our
Facebook Community:

Confirming 2018–19 income
Most families confirmed their 2018–19 income before
the first deadline on 31 March 2021. Any families who
still haven’t confirmed their 2018–19 income must do
so by the second deadline on 30 June 2021. If they
don’t, they may need to pay back all the CCS they got
in 2018–19.
Confirming 2019–20 income
Many families have confirmed their 2019–20 income
already. If they haven’t, they must do so by the first
deadline on 30 June 2021. If they don’t, their CCS will
stop and they’ll need to pay full fees for child care.
How do families confirm their income?
You confirm your income by:
• lodging your tax return, or
• telling Services Australia you don’t need to lodge
a tax return. Families can complete an Advise
non-lodgement of tax return using their Centrelink
online account through myGov or through the
Express Plus Centrelink mobile app. You’ll need
to do this even if you’ve already told the Australian
Taxation Office they don’t need to lodge.

Our page provides reminders and updates on all the
activities as well as connecting you with other families
at our school.

If a parent separates from their partner/s, Services
Australia will also need their ex-partner's income. If a
parent is concerned that their ex-partner/s won’t lodge
their tax return by the deadline they should call
136150.

Thank you all for your support with P&F activities, its
really appreciated.

COMMUNITY NEWS

(http:/www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/)

Parents and Friends

OSHC NEWS
ACCOUNTS
Thank you to all families who are keeping up with their
payments, remember, we are here to help if you are
having trouble with your payments.
Another option is to pay in advance. You are most
welcome to pay in advance instead of waiting for
accounts to be emailed, and the money will sit there to
be used on the OSHC fees as your child/ren attends.
You will still receive accounts so you can keep track of
how much credit you have, and should you cease your
child/s enrolment, we can refund any remaining credit.

Our school, in conjunction with Havilah Road
Preschool are collecting bread tags to help

Bread Tags for Wheelchairs
This project recycles bread tags into wheelchairs,
so save them up and bring them into the Office.
This is an ongoing project.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
We have had an order handed in to the Office with no
name on it. It was for $14, so if it was yours, please let
me know. Thank you.
Janet Dean

At this stage we will host in the multipurpose room on Wednesday, 16th June.
Please register your interest with Ainsley Stanley
by emailing her at Ainsley.Stanley@education.vic.gov.au by Friday, 11th June.
If COVID-19 restrictions stay in place, we will offer the Workshop virtually.

ART PHOTOS
The Prep – Year 2 Art task this week was to create a colour wheel using everyday objects found at home!

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK ART PHOTOS

FRIDAY, 25TH JUNE
PIZZA DAY MEAL

$5.00
HAWAIIAN
OR

MEATLOVERS
OR

VEGETARIAN
WITH PRIMA OR MILK
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk)

If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice
Orders can be put in an envelope, or ordered on our Qkr app
Orders are to be placed using the Qkr app by 9:00am Wednesday, 23rd
June. Late orders cannot be accepted.
Ice creams will be available as normal,
AND YOU CAN ORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR!

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU
IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY

