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WEDNESDAY, 31ST MARCH 2021
CALENDAR
Thursday, 1st April

LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY – gold coin donation for Good Friday Appeal:
Donation envelopes due back at the Office by 9:00am
Assembly at 9:00am for student awards – family members welcome
Kangaroo Flat & Ravenswood bus running at the earlier time

Monday, 19th April

First day for Term 2

Tuesday, 20th April

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY – please wear full school uniform and bring forms on this day

nd

Thursday, 22 April
Thursday, 29th April

Photo day order forms have been handed out
Final payment of $60 due for Year 3/4 Camp
Year 3/4 (including Senior Unit Year 4’s) Camp departs

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
It’s not very often we have a Wednesday newsletter, but due to this week being so short due to the Easter holiday
period, we have an early edition this week.
CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
With current restrictions easing in Victoria, fingers crossed we can continue to run next-to-normal when we return next
term. For now, please remember the following…
 Wear a mask when you can’t social distance. Preference is to wear a mask in the Office, but you don’t have to
if there are no others in the foyer and you can social distance,
 Hand sanitise on entry to the school grounds,
 Stay off site if unwell,
 Keep children at home if unwell – sore throat, runny nose, cough, fever/chills etc. Children at school who are
unwell have to be sent home – please ensure your emergency contacts are up-to-date,
 If your child has a recurring illness with symptoms similar to COVID-19, such as an allergy, persistent cough
etc, the advice is you must take your child to see a GP, get COVID tested and return your child to school with
a doctor’s certificate and negative test result.
CROSS COUNTRY
Today our Year 3-6’s took part in a Cross Country event at school. The main reason for doing so was to allow children
the chance to qualify for the District Cross Country, that will hopefully run in early May. Thanks to Brett and Dean for
their organisation of this event. Our children did well today and enjoyed having another event back on the calendar!
THE RESILIENCE PROJECT
Last night our staff undertook a 1 hour session, taking on the key points and learnings of THE RESILIENCE
PROJECT. The GEM approach – Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness were great reminders to us all around how we
self-care and ensure our mental health is a priority. Just like our children, we need to be practicing GEM and self-care
practices, particularly through challenging times. Remember, The Resilience Project is a huge commitment made by
our school to support all children’s mental health and wellbeing – for more information, please talk to your child’s
classroom teacher.
LET’S GET MOVING
Last week’s LET’S GET MOVING program was a great success. The majority of girls and boys really enjoyed working
with Alli Watts as she taught the children some groovy new moves to different beats. LET’S GET MOVING is a great
program to showcase dance as part of our Physical Education and Arts program – an area that can easily be
overlooked. Thanks to Alli, we have made a great start to dance lessons at Big Hill PS this year.
STUDENT AWARDS ASSEMBLY TOMORROW, 9:00AM
Tomorrow morning, at 9:00am in the undercover area, we will showcase and celebrate those children chosen by our
staff as demonstrating EXCELLENCE in ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, VISUAL ARTS and PERFORMING ARTS,
ENDEAVOUR in ENGLISH and MATHS, OUTSTANDING DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and special
consideration under THE PRINCIPALS AWARD. Parents are welcome to attend and take a photo of their child
receiving the certificate. Congratulations to all our winners who are named in today’s newsletter!

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) – OUT OF UNIFORM… GOLD COIN DONATION TOMORROW!
Our SRC met again this week and are running an OUT OF UNIFORM DAY tomorrow… for THE ROYAL CHILDREN’S
HOSPITAL’S “Good Friday Appeal”. Feel free to send your child out of uniform tomorrow, but with a gold coin donation
for this worthy charity. So many of our families need the RCH… so we always endeavour to support them so they can
continue to support our children and families should they ever need it. Hopefully you won’t… but if you do… it will be
there. Donation envelopes are due in by 9:00am tomorrow.
EARLY DISMISSAL TOMORROW AT 2:15PM – SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Tomorrow, Thursday, 1st April is the last day for Term 1. Friday is of course the GOOD FRIDAY Public Holiday! We
will dismiss tomorrow at 2:15pm – please ensure you are available to pick your child/ren up at this earlier time. If not,
our OSHC service is available to those currently enrolled. Both Ravenswood and Kangaroo Flat buses will run at an
earlier time for your convenience. School holidays will run for the next two weeks, with Term 2 commencing on
Monday, 19th April at 9:00am.
NEW TEACHER / STAFFING
This week the First Steps Team and I interviewed replacements for Rhys’ classroom for the remainder of the year. I
am pleased to announce that next term, Mr Joshua Savage will commence at Big Hill PS, working in the First Steps
Unit with Rhys’ current class. Joshua will remain with that class until the end of the year. Joshua, whilst young, has a
lot of experience in State Schools and will be a real asset to our First Steps Team. I hope you will make him feel very
welcome. Although Rhys finishes up formally tomorrow, we will still get to see him. The plan is for Rhys to continue
doing some days as a Casual Relief Teacher, which will be good not only for Rhys, but the students and staff who
have so enjoyed working with him. Jo Cordy has also spent many Tuesdays and Fridays during the second half of this
term ensuring Rhys’ class has been taught effectively when Rhys has been unavailable. On behalf of our school, I’d
like to thank Jo for her hard work and support during this time. We look forward to continuing to work with Jo in the
coming months as a CRT.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Last night we had our Finance Meeting, Annual General Meeting (AGM) and March Meeting. Needless to say, it was a
very productive, but busy night. At our AGM, I presented the Annual Report for 2020. This document will be shared to
you via the newsletter next term. Copies will also be available in the foyer. In addition to presenting the Annual Report,
we elected new office bearers for 2021… up until March 2022. Congratulations to Melissa Miller (School Council
President), Shane Chapman (Vic School Council President), Jono Westcott (Treasurer) and Pauline Mulcair
(Secretary). Our next meeting of School Council will be held in May.
PARENTS AND FRIENDS – EASTER RAFFLE, EGGS & HOT CROSS BUNS
A big thank you to our P&F who did an amazing job putting together an excellent raffle for Easter, a great GUESS THE
EGGS competition and a tasty HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE. Thanks to all families who either donated items for the
raffle, sold / bought tickets, helped set up prizes, organised the bun delivery or bought buns. A great team effort. We
are so lucky to have an amazing P&F and community that is so generous. If you won a raffle prize, guessed the eggs
correctly or bought buns… may you enjoy the treats in the coming days .
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY
Don’t forget, the second day back of term, Tuesday, 20th April, is our SCHOOL PHOTO DAY. Photo order forms have
been sent home early to avoid the rush and confusion at the start of term. Action your order online now… or fill it in
and return to school on the first Monday… that way all you will need to do on the first Tuesday back is ensure your
children are in uniform and their hair is styled to the max.
SECURITY OVER THE HOLIDAYS
As always, our school holiday period creates times where the school is quiet and exposed. If you are travelling around
the boundary of our school over the next two weeks, notice suspicious persons or activity on site, please don’t hesitate
to call 000 immediately to have the school visited by Police. It’s best to be safe than sorry… so vigilance and your
support is welcomed.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Tiffany H, Xavier M, Tait R, Makenzie B, Cooper S, Chad S, Jake W, Chelsea H, Cooper C, Miller
D, Latoya F & Chase L.
As we approach the end of a 10 week term, you might be asking yourself… where did it go? That seems to be a
commonplace feeling we all have with time – perhaps reminding each of us to focus on now and enjoy those special
times in our lives with our children. With that in mind, heading into the holidays… a great opportunity presents to do
just that. Enjoy quality time with your child/ren, your loved ones etc and stay safe… whether you are on the roads
travelling around the state, interstate etc… or just staying local. Looking forward to working with you all again next
term.
Kind regards,

Matt Pearce, Principal

FIRST STEPS NEWS
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday. Your child will
bring home 3 readers for the holidays, please continue
to read these books and also your favourite books at
home over the holidays. Also please check your child’s
‘Take Home book’, inside you will find heart words for
your child to practise reading automatically. You can
also find these words in books you have at home.
Please continue to revise the letters of the alphabet
that have been taught so far. You might like to find
things around your home that start with this letter and
also practise writing these letters using the correct
starting points and formation.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We would like to wish our children and their families a
happy and safe Easter break. We hope you enjoy
spending some quality time with your loved ones over
the next two weeks and we look forward to an exciting
and productive Term 2.
Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
LET’S GET MOVING
Last Friday, the students in the Middle Unit
demonstrated their dancing and movement skills
during the Let’s Get Moving performance. It was a very
enjoyable event and all the students should be
commended on their efforts. A big thank you to Alli.

Year 1’s please continue to practise spelling the sight
words in your ‘Take Home Book’.
VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for any parents that are skilled in
sewing and would be willing to make some table top
tents for our classrooms. We are also looking for
volunteers to help contact some new readers we have
recently purchased. If you are able to help out, please
speak to your child’s teacher. Thank you.
Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Rhys

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
LET’S GET MOVING
The Junior Unit staff would like to congratulate all of
our children on their great performance at last Friday’s
‘Let’s Get Moving’ presentation. The children were all
very excited to share the routines they had been
working on during Week 9 and did a wonderful job.

STUDENT AWARDS
Congratulations to the students who received Student
Awards this term. It is wonderful to acknowledge their
achievements
and
endeavours
in
English,
Mathematics, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and the
School Values.
Finally, we wish everyone a happy and safe holiday.
Please keep up the home reading and access our
online learning programs.
Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
THANK YOU
A massive thank you to our families and students for
all of the effort and support shown this term. We hope
you have a wonderful, safe break!
CAMP
Our first camp note for the Year 5/6 Coastal Forest
Camp was sent home today. Please return ASAP to
signal whether your child/ren can attend and secure
your spot with a non-refundable deposit.
CAMPS AND SPORTS PROGRAMS
Below is more information about the upcoming
programs for 2021:
Gymnastics at Palmers Gym – Week 1, Term 3
Cost $29.00
(Notes to be sent home next term)
Coastal Forest Camp – Week 1, Term 4
Cost $325.00
(Expression of attendance for your child notes have
been sent home today). Please note that CSEF cannot
be used for the $100 deposit, but can be for the
remainder of the cost.

Some ideas for donations could be:
Chocolates (boxes / blocks)
Mugs
Biscuits / sweets (eg: Tim tams)
Cellophane / Wrapping paper
Gardening items
Bathroom accessories (eg:
washers)

soap,

face

On behalf of the Parent and Friends Association we
would like to thank you all for your ongoing support
throughout the year. We wish everyone a Happy
Easter and a safe, happy holiday.
Parents and Friends

FLEXISCHOOLS
ABSENCE NOTIFICATION
When you open the app, scroll down until you see this
menu.

Swimming - Golden Square Pool – Week 10, Term 4
Cost $25.00
(Notes to be sent home next term)
The swimming program this year has been heavily
subsidised by the Government Grant to be passed
onto families, hence the lower cost this year compared
to last year.
RESILIENCE PROJECT
Whilst we are not asking for any work to be done over
the break, we do encourage all students to keep up
with their reading log and also complete their daily
GEM tasks in their diaries.

At the bottom right tap the green circle that says
MORE and you will then get this screen:

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
HOT CROSS BUNS
A HUGE thank you to Woolworths for
donating the hot cross buns for our Hot
Cross Bun Drive.
Thank you to
everyone who supported this fundraiser
and we hope you enjoy your goodies.
EASTER RAFFLE
Thank you to all families who donated to our Easter
Raffle - it was a huge success with 14 amazing prizes.
Congratulations to all of our winners!!
EASTER EGG COUNT
Congratulations to Lacey B who won the Easter Egg
count with the guess of 196 eggs!
MOTHERS DAY STALL
In Term 2 we will be holding our Mothers Day stall on
Thursday, 7th May. We would really appreciate any
donations for our stall at the start of Term 2. Please
drop all donations to the Office.

And from here you can submit your absence, or send
through a contact query.

SRC NEWS
On the last day of term, Thursday, 1st April, we are
planning with the SRC to have an out of uniform day to
raise money for the Good Friday appeal.
Please bring a gold coin donation (or more if you
want!). Thank you!
We have also sent home Good Friday Appeal
envelopes. Please give for the kids. Envelopes are
due back at school by Wednesday, 31st March.

HEAD LICE NEWS
There has been quite a number of cases of Head Lice
throughout Big Hill PS. Please remember to let the
school know if your child has head lice – there is no
shame – we just need to know so we can inform
everyone from their class that head lice are around,
without naming anyone, and advise ways to treat head
lice and the eggs.
If you do discover head lice, please keep your child
home until the day after treatment.
Please be vigilant with weekly home checks.
Thank you for your cooperation.

OSHC NEWS
ACCOUNTS EMAILED – ISSUES
Apologies to families, but we are having major trouble
logging into our program for OSHC. There are delays
with getting accounts out to families and unfortunately
there is nothing we can do at the current time.
Hopefully though, we can get the problem fixed ASAP.
Please note that you can always pay ahead of the
account with a credit on the program for future visits.
END OF TERM ACCOUNT PAYMENTS
Please remember to pay this term’s account in full
before the start of next term. Our Qkr app will be open
over the holidays for payments. Thank you.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to
contact Janet in the Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS

There are couple of events over the school holidays.
Bookings: Bookings are essential and can be made
via the Parks Victoria Junior Ranger website,
https://juniorrangers.com.au/whats-on/
For more Information call: 13 1963

Let’s Get Moving Photos

STUDENT AWARDS – TERM 1, 2021
Outstanding Achievement in English:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Allyera G
Mica B
Zoe W
Tait R
Miller D

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Jacob F
Avery F
Billie H
Alexis C

FSR: Macy F
MW:
SK:

Lacey B
Ruby H

Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Conna B
Kelson G
Isla G
Jaxon C
Leila D

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Abigael L
Jacob S
Harley N
Beau B

FSR: Hannah G
MW:
SK:

Chase L
Liam W

Endeavour Award in English:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Evelynne K
Addison H
Maeson D
Chelsea H
Khye H

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Celeste N
Oscar W
Braxton L
Tyrone D

FSR: Arlow D
MW:
SK:

Dexter L
Jacob W

Endeavour Award in Mathematics:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Conor F
Cooper S
Bobby S
Harry S
Shelby S

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Ainslee S
Caleb H
Korbin H
Cohen S

FSR: Angus D
MW:
SK:

Mia M
Nate J

Outstanding Display of School Values:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Patrick Q
Mia T
Willow W
Isobel Y
Nate F

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Lucas Q
Poppy S
Tiffany H
Mia L

FSR: Lily J
MW:
SK:

Grace VS
Sophie W

Principal’s Award:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Abby M
Logan O
Ty R
Ayla R
Addison ML

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Ezra B
Wil G
Henry P
Chase D

FSR: Hunter G
MW:
SK:

Thalia M
Benjamin M

Outstanding Achievement in Art:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Mannix A
Bonnie S
Isla G
Charlotte C
Mikayla F

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Ezra B
Harper O
Olivia K
Matilda M

FSR: Hannah G
MW:
SK:

Layla F
Oliver S

Outstanding Achievement in MUSIC:
FSN:
JC:
MD:
SA:
SL:

Jade L
Sienna B
Evie S
Jordan M
Ayman M

FSP:
JJ:
MR:
SB:

Vincenzo P
Jobe D
Arya B
Logan K

FSR: Otis M
MW:
SK:

Hailee H
Keira H

