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THURSDAY, 18th MARCH 2021
CALENDAR
Friday, 19th March
Sunday, 21st March
Monday, 22nd March
Wednesday, 24th March
Thursday, 25th March
Monday, 29th March
Wednesday, 31st March

National Ride to School Day – ride, scoot, walk – meet at Phillis Street at 8:30am
LOTS OF SOCKS – World Down Syndrome Day – more information inside
Socks for sale at the Office for $15 a pair – limited stock, be quick!
Whole School Incursion ‘Let’s Get Moving’ commences (more information inside)
Hot Cross Bun Order Forms / Money due at the Office (or on Qkr) by 3:15pm
FREE Breakfast Club – all welcome 
LAST DAY for Pizza Day orders – due in on the Qkr app by 9:00am
Hot Cross Bun Collection Day & Guess The Easter Egg Competition & Easter Raffle Drawn
PIZZA DAY-no normal menu food items available, iced treats are and can be ordered on Qkr
2nd Instalment of $50 due for Year 3/4 Camp
Newsletter day for this week only – announcing student awards for presentation on last day of term

Thursday, 1st April

LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM
OUT OF UNIFORM DAY – gold coin donation for Good Friday Appeal
Assembly at 9:00am for student awards – family members welcome

Monday, 19th April

First day for Term 2

Tuesday, 20th April

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY – please wear full school uniform

nd

Thursday, 22 April
Thursday, 29th April

Photo day order forms will be handed out before end of term
Look on the MSP Photography website for pricing: https://www.msp.com.au/parents/primary/
Final payment of $60 due for Year 3/4 Camp
Year 3/4 (including Senior Unit Year 4’s) Camp departs (note sent home last week)

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
Week 8 has been very productive and busy with classroom programs charging along and the children working very
hard. With the end of term in sight, some children are beginning to tire…which is normal towards the end of the term.
Lots of rest and early to bed when you notice the signs.
CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
 Wear a mask when you can’t social distance. Preference is to wear a mask in the Office, but you don’t have to
if there are no others in the foyer and you can social distance,
 Hand sanitise on entry to the school grounds,
 Stay off site if unwell,
 Keep children at home if unwell – sore throat, runny nose, cough, fever/chills etc. Children at school who are
unwell have to be sent home – please ensure your emergency contacts are up-to-date,
 If your child has a recurring illness with symptoms similar to COVID-19, such as an allergy, persistent cough
etc. the advice is you must take your child to see a GP, get COVID tested and return your child to school with
a doctor’s certificate and negative test result.
NATIONAL RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY
Tomorrow, Friday, 19th March, is NATIONAL RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY. Your child can meet teaching staff at Phillis
Street at 8:30am and ride, scoot or walk to school. Parents can join in the fun too. This is a great way to end the
week and promote the importance of staying fit and healthy.
THE RESILIENCE PROJECT
If you missed last week’s Parent Webinar, Ainsley Stanley has posted a link to the live recording in the Senior Unit
News section, that way you can share in the wisdom. More information for both parents and students in this week’s
newsletter.
LET’S GET MOVING
It will be a very busy time next week with our LET’S GET MOVING sessions kicking off with Alli Watts on Monday…
and continuing throughout the week. By week’s end… the children will put on a full scale performance… which should
be lots of fun. If you haven’t paid for your child’s LET’S GET MOVING incursion, please ensure you do so at the
office, via our Qkr payment app, or call the school. Cost is $15.
ASSEMBLY
Normal assembly Monday, although Dean’s class will be straight into the multipurpose for their allocated session with
Alli Watts for LET’S GET MOVING. We will endeavour to call Dean’s STUDENT OF THE WEEK out to assembly to
get their certificate, however.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC)
Our first session went well on Monday afternoon. The SRC met with Cara and myself and focused on school
improvement, fundraising, the role of SRC, recycling and got to know each other better. The fundraiser for this term is
THE GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL. On the last day of term, Thursday, 1st April, your child can come to school OUT OF
UNIFORM with a gold coin donation to the Good Friday Appeal. The SRC thought the RCH was a great cause as so
many of our children and families have relied on the RCH in the past, currently do OR might need to in the future.
SMILE SQUAD DENTISTS
We’ve said goodbye to SMILE SQUAD for 2021. Here’s hoping you made good use of this free dental service.
Hoping we will have them back again next year.
SCHOOL NURSE
In Week 10, we will be visited by the DET School Nurse, who will routinely screen all Preps hearing, vision etc as an
entry to school requirement. If you have concerns about your child’s vision or hearing, envelopes to refer to the school
nurse are available at the Office.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 23rd March. During this meeting, the Annual Report for 2020 will
be presented, Office Bearers will be elected (ie: School Council President, Vice President, Secretary etc) and the
broader community are invited to attend… but as observers. This invitation to all is for the AGM that will run from
6:30pm – 7:00pm. Attendance can be via Webex or in person. Feel free to email me if you would like the link sent.
Our Finance Committee will meet at 6:00pm, with the March meeting commencing at 7:00pm after the AGM. This is
the first meeting of the year for our newly elected School Council. Remember – I have a vacancy, so if you are
interested… please contact me to discuss further.
END OF TERM AWARDS, ASSEMBLY AND EARLY DISMISSAL
At the end of each Term, teachers award children in their classes certificates in the following areas: EXCELLENCE IN
ENGLISH, MATHS, VISUAL ARTS and MUSIC, ENDEAVOUR IN ENGLISH and MATHS, OUTSTANDING
DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES and THE PRINCIPALS AWARD. This assembly will be conducted at
9:00am on Thursday, 1st April… the last day of Term 1. Parents are invited to attend if their child is being presented
with an award. Winners will be announced in the newsletter on Wednesday, 31st March (change of newsletter day due
to a shorter week). School will dismiss at 2:15pm on Thursday, 1st April too. Both buses will be in operation and
parents are reminded to pick their children up at this earlier time.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Erica K, Noah P, Mia L, Nate J, Sonny D, Mannix A, Angus D & Bel Y.
Have a lovely Friday… a restful weekend and see you all again on Monday for more fun and learning at Big Hill
Primary School!

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS
LET’S GET MOVING
Next week all children have the opportunity to take part
in the Let’s Get Moving program. This dance program
incorporates fitness, performing arts, beat, rhythm and
many other components of the curriculum. If you have
not yet returned your child’s permission note and
payment please do so as soon as possible.
MORNING ROUTINE
Each morning our Prep students have been practising
writing their own name with a capital letter at the
beginning and then lowercase letters. They have also
been practicing forming lowercase letters and numbers
to 10 correctly. Our Year 1 students have been
practising their spelling words and writing numbers to
100.
LABELLING CLOTHING
With the cooler weather approaching us, we are
starting to collect many unnamed jumpers in our
classrooms. Can we please remind parents to label
their child’s belongings and ensure that they are
dressed appropriately for the colder mornings?

VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for any parents that are skilled in
sewing and would be willing to make some table top
tents for our classrooms. We are also looking for
volunteers to help cover some new readers we have
recently purchased. If you are able to help out please
speak to your child’s teacher. Thank you.
HOME READING
Congratulations to the majority of our First Steps
children who received their 25 nights of home reading
award so far this term and to those who will receive
their reading award at Monday’s assembly. We look
forward to celebrating reading milestones with your
child each week at assembly as they practise and
progress in their home reading.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For being persistent when practising new skills:
FSN
FSP
FSR

Jax N
Vincenzo P
Angus D

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Rhys

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
HANDWRITING FOCUS
In the last few weeks we have commenced our focus
on handwriting across the Junior Unit. With such an
interrupted year last year, we have noticed a strong
need to explicitly teach and reinforce correct pencil
grip, letter placement and formation. Children will take
part in daily handwriting practise and modelled
handwriting lessons.
As we work through the remainder of this term and into
the next, we look forward to celebrating the
achievements of our students using our mountain
climber goal walls and the collection of ‘brag tags’ for
the completion of our handwriting goals.
When writing at home, either as part of home spelling
practice or writing unrelated to school, we ask that you
encourage your child to do their very best. Regular
practise using correct pencil grip, letter formation and
placement of letters will see your child achieving
success in this area.
We are all looking forward to seeing the leaps and
bounds of progress for each of our students!
ZONES OF REGULATION
As part of our ‘Learning to Learn’ study, the children
have been learning about The Zones of Regulation.
This is a way to teach regulation by categorising all of
the different ways we feel and states of alertness we
experience into four coloured zones. Children are
learning how to identify which zone they are in at any
given time, how they got to be in that zone and how
they can move themselves out of that zone if needed.

Ask your child to share their learning with you.
PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM
As mentioned in last fortnight’s newsletter, the children
are thoroughly enjoying their weekly Perceptual Motor
Program (PMP) lessons. We have included a handful
of photos in this week’s newsletter to give you an idea
of the types of activities your child is doing as part of
the program.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For respectfully and safely engaging in PMP activities
during our class PE lessons:
JC
JJ

Mia T
Mackenzie L

Catherine, Jen & Zoe

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
WEEK 8
This week our focus in Reading has been on
responding to a variety of Literal and Inferred
Questions about set texts. We have used Reading
Eggs as a teaching resource and encourage all
students to access this online program for home
reading. In Writing, students have continued working
on their own narrative pieces with an emphasis on
Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent
Word Choice and Sentence Fluency. Our learning
outcomes in Mathematics have focused on Subtraction
including the strategies and vertical problems.
Next week students will have the opportunity to
participate in Let’s Get Moving. It is a fun and
engaging movement to music program, incorporating
Dance, Health and PE. Cost is $15 and can be paid via
the Qkr app or at the Office.
BILLABONG RANCH CAMP
Thank you to the families who have returned
permission slips and paid the $50.00 camp deposit.
This greatly assists with the planning and organisation
of the Middle Unit Camp which will be held on
Thursday, 29th April to Friday, 30th April. Please return
the permission form and make payment at the Office,
or using the Qkr app.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’:
MW
MR
MD

Jack E
Kirra W
Zoe W

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
RESILIENCE PROJECT
As a partnership school, we have exclusive access to
webinars and online resources that focus on the key
GEM principles of Gratitude, Empathy and
Mindfulness. See within for activities.
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carerhub/
Our next parent session is June 16th, further details will
be sent ASAP.
We hope that you enjoyed last week’s 'Discovering
Resilience' presentation with Hugh.
Here is the link to the recording which will expire at
midnight on Friday, 26th March.
Topic: The Resilience Project presents, 'Discovering
Resilience' with Hugh van Cuylenburg, Meeting
Recording:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/0O_N7MdA0m5cls
6fWfFZV3CoowuhzcnH1H8WN9uGC0DDh49FEfPrjGo
U3jO5j2Pn.guXTF6EcW6ZTu_qB

PHILLIS STREET
Great to see so many students actively travelling to
and from school with helmets on when riding and
scooting. Keep up the great work!
STUDENT DIARIES
Diaries are expected to be at school every day - these
are checked weekly to see that all reading, GEM tasks
and spelling have been filled out.
CAMPS AND SPORTS PROGRAMS
Just a reminder of the upcoming programs for 2021:
Gymnastics at Palmers Gym – Week 1, Term 3
Coastal Forest Camp – Week 1, Term 4
Swimming at Golden Square Pool – Week 10, Term 4
Exact costs and permission notes will be sent home
closer to the dates above.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating responsibility during class:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Issy B
Melia H
Ruby H
Remy W

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

“Let’s Get Moving Incursion”
“Let’s Get Moving is back! This is the fourth year
Alli Watts has provided a dance program that is
suitable and engaging for all of our students.
For those not familiar with Alli’s program and
performance, it is a dance inspired fun movement
to music program, developed by local primary
educator, Alli Watts.
“Let’s Get Moving” incorporates fitness,
performing arts, beat, rhythm and many other
components of the curriculum. Routines are age
specific.
Presenter Alli Watts will work with every class for
three sessions, commencing on Monday, 22nd
March and culminating in a whole school
performance on Friday, 26th March.

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

SRC NEWS
On the last day of term, Thursday, 1st April, we are
planning with the SRC to have an out of uniform day to
raise money for the Good Friday appeal.
Please bring a gold coin donation (or more if you
want!). Thank you!

HEAD LICE NEWS
There has been quite a number of cases of Head Lice
throughout Big Hill PS. Please remember to let the
school know if your child has head lice – there is no
shame – we just need to know so we can inform
everyone from their class that head lice are around,
without naming anyone, and advise ways to treat head
lice and the eggs.
If you do discover head lice, please keep your child
home until the day after treatment.
Please be vigilant with weekly home checks.

The cost per student is $15 and if you have
applied for the CSEF, it will be covered by these
funds.
Unfortunately, parents will not be able to attend
as in previous years, due the COVID-19 social
distancing requirements.
Please complete, detach and return the note and
make payment by Wednesday, 17th March.
--------------------------------detach--------------------------------

“Let’s Get Moving”
Child/ren name/s:

Home Group/s:

_____________________

________

_____________________

________

_____________________

________

Thank you for your cooperation.

OSHC NEWS
ACCOUNTS EMAILED – ISSUES
Apologies to families, but we are having major trouble
logging into our program for OSHC. There are delays
with getting accounts out to families and unfortunately
there is nothing we can do at the current time.
Hopefully though, we can get the problem fixed ASAP.
Please note that you can always pay ahead of the
account with a credit on the program for future visits.
ACCOUNT PAYMENTS
Please remember to make fortnightly payments to
keep your accounts manageable and to secure your
place in the program.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to
contact Janet in the Office.

I have made payment via Qkr, or ticked the
box below to use the CSEF, or will come into
the Office or call the Office to pay for my
child/ren’s participation in the “Let’s Get
Moving” program commencing on Monday,
22nd March to be conducted at school.
Signed: _____________________
(parent/guardian)
Date: ____________

□ Qkr

□ CSEF

□ EFTPOS

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
GUESS THE EASTER EGGS COMPETITION
Our guess the Easter Eggs competition is well
underway at the Office. Lots of numbers have already
been taken, so get in quick to have your guess or
guesses!
It is 50 cents a guess and the lucky winner of the jar
(closest to the number if not exactly the number) will
be drawn on Wednesday, 31st March.
Good luck to everyone and we hope you all enjoy this
competition again this year!
EASTER RAFFLE DONATIONS
We are running our annual Easter Raffle again this
year and would greatly appreciated if any families
might be able to donate something towards the raffle.
If you need some ideas, here are a few things you
might like to donate:
Easter Eggs
Easter Craft Activities
Blocks of Chocolate
Easter Baskets
Cellophane or Wrapping Paper
We would like to thank all families again so much for
your support with our fundraisers, we couldn’t do it
without you!

We have 1st, 2nd and just some of the other prizes
on display at the Office – why not check out what
you could win if you enter today?
HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE &
EASTER RAFFLE TICKETS
We are running our annual Hot Cross Bun Drive and
Easter Raffle again this year.
Order forms and raffle tickets have been sent home
with your child.
If you didn’t receive your order form or raffle tickets,
there are spares at the Office. Also if you would like
any extra raffle ticket books, they will also be at the
Office.
Order forms will need to be returned to the Office and
paid for by Wednesday, 24th March. You can pay at
the Office or using our Qkr app. Remember, if you
order on the Qkr app, please still send in your order
form. Thank you.
Collection Day for the Hot Cross Buns is Wednesday,
31st March. More information to come closer to the
collection date.
P&F FACEBOOK PAGE
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our
Facebook Community:
www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/
Our page provides reminders and updates on all the
activities as well as connecting you with other families
at our school.
Thank you all for your support with P&F activities,
it’s really appreciated

SECOND HAND UNIFORM
SHOP NEWS
Our stock on the Qkr app has been updated to our
Summer stock, so get in quick – ALL ITEMS $2. If you
don’t have access to the Qkr app, please contact Janet
in the Office to see what is available.
We do still have some winter uniform, so if you need
something, please call or email Janet in the Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS

We have limited pairs of socks for sale at the Office

Cost is $15 a pair.
We only have 4 adult LARGE pairs left!!

WEDNESDAY, 31ST MARCH
PIZZA DAY MEAL

$5.00
HAWAIIAN
OR

MEATLOVERS
OR

VEGETARIAN
WITH PRIMA OR MILK
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk)

If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice
Orders can be put in an envelope, or ordered on our Qkr app
Orders are to be placed using the Qkr app by 9am Monday, 29th
March. Late orders cannot be accepted.
Ice creams will be available as normal,
AND YOU CAN NOW ORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR!

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU
IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY

