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CALENDAR 
Monday, 15th March   SRC badge presentation at 9:00am Assembly – all welcome! 
Wednesday, 17th March   Payment of $15 due for Whole School Incursion ‘Let’s Get Moving’ 
     Deposit of $50 due for Year 3/4 Camp 
Thursday, 18th March   FREE Breakfast Club – all welcome  
Sunday, 21st March   LOTS OF SOCKS – World Down Syndrome Day – more information inside 
     Socks for sale at the Office for $15 a pair – limited stock, be quick! 
Monday, 22nd March   Whole School Incursion ‘Let’s Get Moving’ commences (more information inside) 
Wednesday, 24th March   Hot Cross Bun Order Forms / Money due at the Office (or on Qkr) by 3:15pm 
Thursday, 25th March   FREE Breakfast Club – all welcome  
Monday, 29th March   LAST DAY for Pizza Day orders – due in on the Qkr app by 9:00am 
Wednesday, 31st March   Hot Cross Bun Collection Day & Guess The Easter Egg Competition & Easter Raffle Drawn 

     PIZZA DAY 
     2nd Instalment of $50 due for Year 3/4 Camp 

Thursday, 1st April  LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – EARLY DISMISSAL OF 2:15PM 
Monday, 19th April    First day for Term 2 
Tuesday, 20th April   SCHOOL PHOTO DAY – please wear full school uniform 
     Photo day order forms will be handed out before end of term 
     Look on the MSP Photography website for pricing: https://www.msp.com.au/parents/primary/ 
Thursday, 22nd April   Final payment of $60 due for Year 3/4 Camp 
Thursday, 29th April   Year 3/4 (including Senior Unit Year 4’s) Camp departs (note sent home today) 
 

School Organisation 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 
Having only 4 days of schooling due to Monday’s Public Holiday, Week 7 has flown by!  With only three weeks to go, 
and a short Week 10… it will be the end of the term before we know it.  Thankfully, with no community spread of 
COVID-19, schools have been able to remain open and work hard at catching up children from last year. 
 
CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

 Wear a mask when you can’t social distance. Preference is to wear a mask in the Office, but you don’t have to 
if there are no others in the foyer and you can social distance, 

 Hand sanitise on entry to the school grounds, 

 Stay off site if unwell, 

 Keep children at home if unwell – sore throat, runny nose, cough, fever/chills etc. Children at school who are 
unwell have to be sent home – please ensure your emergency contacts are up-to-date, 

 If your child has a recurring illness with symptoms similar to COVID-19, such as an allergy, persistent cough 
etc the advice is you must take your child to see a GP, get COVID tested and return your child to school with a 
doctor’s certificate and negative test result. 

 
PREPS 
By tomorrow, our Preps will have done their first run of 4 days.  They will be tired of course, but this is to be expected.  
Over the coming weeks, you can help your child in Prep by ensuring they go to bed early, eat well and are rested. 
You’ll be surprised how quickly they adapt to full time schooling.  From our observations, they are doing really well. 
 

THE RESILIENCE PROJECT 
Last night an excellent Parent Webinar happened on Zoom.  Invitations to all parents were extended through last 
week’s newsletter and via our Facebook page. Here’s hoping you got to the session and found it informative and 
useful.  We will have a Resilience Project session for our children and staff throughout the year.  Each week, children 
across the school are working on The Resilience Project curriculum and most classes use RESILIENCE DIARIES.  
 

PHILLIS STREET… WALKING, RIDING AND SCOOTING 
Whilst we can’t control all behaviour as soon as children step out the gate, we have a responsibility to ensure our 
children are acting safely etc and when in uniform, we want to show the community how great our school is.  With this 
in mind, please talk to your child/ren about their conduct on the way to and from school – especially if they walk, ride 
or scoot.  Problem areas are driveways and Phillis Street… with some children not crossing the street safety and being 
a little unpredictable.  If you notice behaviour of concern, rather than say something to the child, please ring the Office 
and report as much as you can about the behaviour.  I’m happy to call parents and report the problem.  Thanks for 
your assistance. 
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ASSEMBLY 
Assembly is back on next Monday!  We look forward to celebrating our Student of The Week, Reading Awards and Big 
Rewards in person.  Photos of last week’s winners are in our newsletter today (as we didn’t have an assembly) and 
also posted to Facebook this afternoon. 
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 
Badges for SRC will be presented on Monday at our 9:00am assembly.  All parents are welcome to come along and 
see their child presented with a badge by our Chaplain, Cara.  Sessions of SRC will run each fortnight of a Monday 
afternoon – after lunch.  The first session with Cara is next Monday afternoon – exciting times! 
 

SMILE SQUAD DENTISTS 
Our Smile Squad journey continues, with the Dental Van arriving on Wednesday morning… and setting up in the staff 
car park beside the art room.  The van will stay into next week to catch up with those students identified as needing 
treatment. 
 

SOMERS CAMP 
Welcome back to Asha, Ben, Connor, Miller and Addison who have returned from Somers Camp full of stories and 
praise.  From the perspective of the children who attended, it was a wonderful time away!  We now wait until 2023 to 
offer Somers Camp again to our students – as the DET camp is offered to school networks across the state every 
second year. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
As the number of nominations equalled (or were less than) the number of vacancies… I can announce our School 
Council members without going to a ballot.  Congratulations to Pauline Mulcair, Ainsley Stanley, Shane Chapman and 
Naomi Pietzsch who join us for the next two years.  Ainsley returns after an absence, whereas Shane, Naomi and 
Pauline have renominated.  We farewell Toby Sullivan – as his children have moved onto Secondary Schooling.  A big 
thank you to Toby for all of his work and effort.  Toby’s Parent Member Vacancy remains, so if you are keen to learn 
about how a School Council works – feel free to contact me to discuss.  The commitment is two nights a Term for 
about an hour.  Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 23rd March.  During this meeting, the Annual 
Report for 2020 will be presented, Office Bearers will be elected (ie: School Council President, Vice President, 
Secretary etc) and the broader community are invited to attend… but as observers.  This invitation to all is for the AGM 
that will run from 6:30pm – 7:00pm on the 23rd.  Attendance can be via Webex or in person.  Feel free to email or 
contact me if you would like the link sent. Our Finance Committee will meet at 6:00pm, with the March meeting 
commencing at 7:00pm after the AGM. 
 

STAFFING 
This week we have seen Sharyn Burnett away on Long Service Leave.  Sharyn will return to her normal duties on 
Monday after a refreshing break.  It’s been great to have Ainsley Stanley back this week after a period of illness and 
some leave.  Her class were very glad to see her.  As outlined last week, Rhys Bull will teach Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, with experienced Prep / Year 1 teacher Jo Cordy working with the class on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Rhys has announced his departure from Big Hill PS as an ongoing teacher at the end of Term 1.  Families of children 
in Prep / Year 1 were advised of this first, last week.  As Rhys follows another career path, we will select a suitable 
replacement over the coming weeks to commence with his class at the start of Term 2.  It won’t be goodbye to Rhys 
however, as we hope to have Rhys working as a Casual Relief Teacher on days where he is not focusing on his new 
career direction . 
 

NEW SOCKS! 
I just bought the best new pair of socks today!  They are bright, original and bound to get noticed!  You might wonder 
why I am boring you with such a trivial fact about my life… so I should elaborate – the socks are a fundraiser for 
DOWN SYNDROME AUSTRALIA – LOTS OF SOCKS and are on sale in our Office for $15 a pair.  I’ll wear them to 
Monday’s assembly just to get some extra attention (nb: just kidding) – or rather, to drum up interest in this worthy 
cause.  If, like me, you like a bright pair of socks every once in a while, why not buy a pair from our Office?  Stocks 
won’t last… the early bird catches the worm! 
 

EARLY ARRIVALS 
If your child is travelling to school by walking or riding / scooting… please ensure they leave at a time so as not to 
arrive before 8:45am.  We aren’t required to have staff in the yard until then, so please, encourage your child to travel 
to school and arrive at 8:45am.  If parents require an earlier drop off, please make use of our BEFORE SCHOOL 
CARE PROGRAM.  It’s safe and affordable… and subsidised for most families. 
 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS (P&F) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 
Congratulations to our new office bearers for the coming term of P&F! Yesterday the P&F held their AGM in the shade 
of one of our beautiful trees. Melissa Guthrie returns as our President, Sharon Jones as our Vice President and Claire 
Arscott as our Treasurer. This year, Amy Grimes takes on the position of Secretary. A big thank you to all for being 
prepared once again to step into these very important, but voluntary roles. 
 

Only 3 weeks to go! Time is going to fly past and with the final week of school dismissing early (2:15pm) on Thursday, 
1st April – the last week of term is going to go even quicker. With that in mind, keep supporting your child/ren with 
reading each night, completing school homework tasks if set and work with your child’s teacher to iron-out any issues 
etc. We can’t afford not to do it now – time just doesn’t allow us to be complacent. With that in mind, let’s focus on the 
next three weeks as a huge opportunity to help our children excel futher. 
 



 
BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Christopher W, Xavier D, Ty R, Zoe W, Joshua VS, Max W, Isla G & Sebastian S. 
 
Happy Friday for tomorrow… and enjoy the weekend when it arrives. 

 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 
TAKE HOME BOOKS 
Today your child brought home a ‘Take Home Book’. 
In this book you will find heart words and some letters 
of the alphabet. Please start practising reading the 
heart words with your child each day. With regular 
practise your child will be able to automatically identify 
these words. The letters found in this book are the 
letters that children have been learning since they 
started school. Please revise the letter name and the 
sound it makes with your child.  
 

Year 1 students will find spelling words in their ‘Take 
Home Book’ to practise each day.  
 

Please keep the ‘Take Home Book’ in your child’s 
reader bag. This book will be used at home and at 
school each day, so please keep this book in your 
child’s black reader bag.  
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
For showing the School Value of ‘Be Responsible’ by 
looking after their personal belongings: 
 

FSN Harry E 
FSP Ezra B 
FSR Hannah G 
 

Nicole, Leisha, Pauline & Rhys 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
HOME READING 
Congratulations to our Junior Unit children who 
received their 100 and 125 nights of home reading 
awards since returning to face to face learning at 
school. We look forward to continuing to celebrate 
reading milestones with your child each week as they 
practise and progress in their home reading. Keep up 
the great home reading.  
 

 
 

How do I get my 20 minutes? 
 Read during snack time, 
 Keep a few books in the car, 
 Make a set time to read aloud to your child and 

to have them read to you, 
 Add reading into transitions - reading while you 

cook dinner or finish getting ready to leave, 
 Read everything! Signs, food boxes, 

magazines, etc, 
 Keep books by the bed, 
 Have a set time for your child to read quietly to 

themselves, 
 Play reading games like hangman or word 

card memory, 
 Read while you wait at a restaurant or doctor’s 

office, 
 Listen to stories online, 
 Use Reading Eggs at home. 

 
HOME SPELLING 
Following the assessment of the first 200 most 
commonly used words earlier in the term, the children 
have been working through the words they don’t know 
how to spell. Each week your child works on 6 words 
by completing their daily ‘Look, Say, Name, Cover, 
Write, Check’ booklet and undertaking tasks during 
their weekly ‘Word Work’ time. Please ensure that you 
encourage your child to complete spelling practise at 
home at least 2 times a week using the spelling choice 
board in the front of their Home Spelling books. 
 
JUMPERS 
We would like to again ask that your child’s jumper is 
clearly labelled with their full name. With jumpers often 
left in the classroom, playground and around the 
school, named jumpers can quickly be reunited with 
their owners. Unfortunately, unnamed items are often 
unclaimed and are added to the ever growing lost 
property pile. 
 
LET’S GET MOVING 
In Week 9 of this term (less than 2 weeks away) the 
children will be taking part in the Let’s Get Moving 
program. This dance program incorporates fitness, 
performing arts, beat, rhythm and many other 
components of the curriculum. Each class will learn a 
routine that is age specific. If you have not already 
done so, please complete, detach and return the note 
in this newsletter and make payment by Wednesday, 
17th March. 
 
STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating the School Value of ‘Respect’ by 
displaying outstanding listening skills: 
 

JC Linken A 
JJ Nathaniel S 
 

Catherine, Jen & Zoe 
 



 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

READING 
This week in Reading, we have focused on the 
comprehension strategy of questioning. Students have 
been encouraged to ask and answer questions (When, 
What, Where, Who, Why and How) after reading a 
variety of texts. Keep up the home reading and 
remember the goal this year is 225 nights.  
 

MATHLETICS 
The Year 2 students in MW (Wendy’s class) now have 
the opportunity to purchase a subscription to 
Mathletics, an online Mathematics program. It covers 
all areas of the Victorian Mathematics Curriculum. The 
students will use Mathletics at school (and home) to 
practise a variety of mathematical concepts. The cost 
of the subscription (for 12 months) is $16 and payable 
at the Office in person using cash or card or over the 
phone using card. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Just a reminder that students in MR and MW have PE 
on Monday and Friday. Please note that MD has PE 
on Monday and Wednesday. 
 

CAMP 
The initial permission form for our Year 3/4 Billabong 
Ranch Camp was sent home today.  We have 
provided payment details on the note.  Camp is taking 
place from Thursday, 29th April to Friday, 30th April 
 

 
Cayden H from MD had some 
exciting news for us this week.  
Cayden was a winner in the Cadet 
9’s go-cart racing at Puckapunyal 
on the 26th of February. 
 
He brought his trophy in to share 
with his teacher and classmates. 
This is one of many past and 
future trophies Cayden will be 
presented with, I’m sure. Well 
done Cayden! 
 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of Respect: 
 

MW Mia T 
MR Korbin H 
MD Max W 
 

Renae, Leisha, Wendy & Dean 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

HOMEWORK (repeat) 
This year in order to support families and students in 
the Senior Unit, we are giving students the option to 
complete homework each week.  
 

Students will be provided spelling and maths 
homework in the form of spelling words from targeted 
lists and access to activities via Essential Assessment: 
Sunset Maths for all students but it will be not 
considered mandatory for students to complete 
weekly.  
 

 

We feel that with the strain of COVID-19 and the extra-
curricular activities that impact on families as students 
progress throughout their schooling, we want to 
support all students emotional & mental health.  
 

Please keep in mind that all students will have work 
given to them but it is up to students and families to 
decide whether it can be completed in the week that it 
is due.  Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher 
for any concerns or questions.  
 

LEADERSHIP DAYS 
Congratulations to all Year 5/6 Students who 
participated in the Leadership Days.  Certificates will 
be given to students at a later date. 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating Respect during specialist programs: 
 

SA Jordan M 
SB Sam H 
SK Ollie S 
SL Jarvis M 
 

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta 
 

HEAD LICE NEWS 

 

There has been quite a number of cases of Head Lice 
throughout Big Hill PS.  Please remember to let the 
school know if your child has head lice – there is no 
shame – we just need to know so we can inform 
everyone from their class that head lice are around, 
without naming anyone, and advise ways to treat head 
lice and the eggs.   
 

If you do discover head lice, please keep your child 
home until the day after treatment.   
 

Please be vigilant with weekly home checks.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

OSHC NEWS 
 

ACCOUNTS EMAILED – ISSUES 
Apologies to families, but we are having major trouble 
logging into our program for OSHC.  There are delays 
with getting accounts out to families and unfortunately 
there is nothing we can do at the current time.  
Hopefully though, we can get the problem fixed ASAP.   
 

Please note that you can always pay ahead of the 
account with a credit on the program for future visits. 
 

ACCOUNT PAYMENTS 
Please remember to make fortnightly payments to 
keep your accounts manageable and to secure your 
place in the program. 
 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 

Janet Dean, OSHC Admin 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 

SHOP NEWS 
 

Our stock on the Qkr app has been updated to our 
Summer stock, so get in quick – ALL ITEMS $2.  If you 
don’t have access to the Qkr app, please contact Janet 
in the Office to see what is available. 
 

We do still have some winter uniform, so if you need 
something, please call or email Janet in the Office. 
 



 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 “Let’s Get Moving Incursion” 
 

“Let’s Get Moving is back!  This is the fourth year 
Alli Watts has provided a dance program that is 
suitable and engaging for all of our students. 
 
For those not familiar with Alli’s program and 
performance, it is a dance inspired fun movement 
to music program, developed by local primary 
educator, Alli Watts.   
 
“Let’s Get Moving” incorporates fitness, 
performing arts, beat, rhythm and many other 
components of the curriculum.  Routines are age 
specific. 
 
Presenter Alli Watts will work with every class for 
three sessions, commencing on Monday, 22nd 
March and culminating in a whole school 
performance on Friday, 26th March. 
 
The cost per student is $15 and if you have 
applied for the CSEF, it will be covered by these 
funds. 
 
Unfortunately, parents will not be able to attend 
as in previous years, due the COVID-19 social 
distancing requirements. 
 
Please complete, detach and return the note and 
make payment by Wednesday, 17th March. 
 
--------------------------------detach-------------------------------- 
 

“Let’s Get Moving” 
 

Child/ren name/s:       Home Group/s: 
 
_____________________        ________ 
 
_____________________        ________ 
 
_____________________        ________ 
 
I have made payment via Qkr, or ticked the 
box below to use the CSEF, or will come into 
the Office or call the Office to pay for my 
child/ren’s participation in the “Let’s Get 
Moving” program commencing on Monday, 
22nd March to be conducted at school. 
 

Signed: _____________________ 
 (parent/guardian) 
 

Date: ____________ 

□ Qkr □ CSEF □ EFTPOS 

 

 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 
GUESS THE EASTER EGGS COMPETITION  
Our guess the Easter Eggs competition is well 
underway at the Office.  Lots of numbers have already 
been taken, so get in quick to have your guess or 
guesses! 
 

It is 50 cents a guess and the lucky winner of the jar 
(closest to the number if not exactly the number) will 
be drawn on Wednesday, 31st March.   
 

Good luck to everyone and we hope you all enjoy this 
competition again this year! 
 
EASTER RAFFLE DONATIONS 
We are running our annual Easter Raffle again this 
year and would greatly appreciated if any families 
might be able to donate something towards the raffle.  
 
If you need some ideas, here are a few things you 
might like to donate: 
 

 Easter Eggs 

 Easter Craft Activities 

 Blocks of Chocolate 

 Easter Baskets 

 Cellophane or Wrapping Paper 
 

We would like to thank all families again so much for 
your support with our fundraisers, we couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 
HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE &  
EASTER RAFFLE TICKETS 
We are running our annual Hot Cross Bun Drive and 
Easter Raffle again this year.   
 
Order forms and raffle tickets have been sent home 
with your child.   
 
If you didn’t receive your order form or raffle tickets, 
there are spares at the Office.  Also if you would like 
any extra raffle ticket books, they will also be at the 
Office.  
 
Order forms will need to be returned to the Office and 
paid for by Wednesday, 24th March.  You can pay at 
the Office or using our Qkr app.   
 
Collection Day for the Hot Cross Buns is Wednesday, 
31st March.  More information to come closer to the 
collection date.  
 
P&F FACEBOOK PAGE 
Keep up to date with our P&F activities by joining our 
Facebook Community: 
 
www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/ 
 
Our page provides reminders and updates on all the 
activities as well as connecting you with other families 
at our school. 
 
Thank you all for your support with P&F activities,  
it’s really appreciated 
 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/


 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK, 

READING AWARDS 

& BIG REWARDS WINNERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 

 
Our school, in conjunction with Havilah Road 
Preschool are collecting bread tags to help  

Bread Tags for Wheelchairs 
This is ongoing project that recycles bread tags into 

wheelchairs, so if you have any bread tags lying 
around, please bring them into the Office. 

 
Below is a photo of the bread tags we have collected 

so far – almost 1kg of them! 
Well done everyone  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

We have limited pairs of socks for sale at the Office  
 

Cost is $15 a pair. 
 

Sizes available are SMALL (kids), adult MEDIUM, and adult LARGE 



WEDNESDAY, 31ST MARCH 
 

 
 
 

HAWAIIAN 
 

OR 
 

MEATLOVERS 
 

OR 
 

VEGETARIAN 
 

WITH PRIMA OR MILK 
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk) 

 

 If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice 

 

 Orders can be put in an envelope, or ordered on our Qkr app 

 

 Orders are to be placed using the Qkr app by 9am Monday, 29th 

March.  Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 

 Ice creams will be available as normal, 

 

 AND YOU CAN NOW ORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR! 

 

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU  

IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY 
 

PIZZA DAY MEAL 

$5.00 


