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THURSDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER 2020
CALENDAR
Thursday, 19th November
Thursday, 26th November
Friday, 27th November
Friday, 4th December

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ORDERS DUE
Year 2 Sleepover
Last day for applications for CSEF

Wednesday, 9th December
Friday, 11th December
Monday, 14th December
Wednesday, 16th December

Last day for Pizza Day orders
PIZZA DAY (last canteen day for 2020)
Year 6 Graduation (modified ceremony)
Senior Unit Breakup

Thursday, 17th December
Friday, 18th December

Curriculum Day
LAST DAY FOR 2020
Early dismissal of 1:30pm

BOOKLIST ORDERS DUE – ONLINE ONLY

2021
Tuesday, 19th January

Booklist Collection Day

Wednesday, 27th January
Thursday, 28th January

Teachers return
Curriculum Day

Friday, 29th January
Monday, 1st February

Year 1 – 6 students commence for 2021
Prep students commence for 2021

Monday, 2nd March

Somers Camp (successful applicants)

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
Week 7 has been quite settled considering how far into the term we are, how tired the children appear to be and how
excited our students are for a holiday. Our Year 6’s, generally, are showing signs of being ready to move on… and
honestly… this is normal in any year, let alone this one. Don’t be worried if your Year 6 child is starting to show
fatigue, has an attitude that Primary School is a thing of the past etc. It’s all part of getting ready to let go. As we
approach the end of the year, your child/ren may present as extra tired, irritable etc. It’s ok on those occasions to
decide if a rest is in order. It has been a very taxing year – especially for our children… and this term has been
catching up on literacy and maths… so lots of work has been done. Navigate the next few weeks as best you can,
hopefully with all days on site and happy children at home.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Tuesday night it was wonderful to catch up with all School Councillors via Webex / phone. It was a productive
meeting, with finances approved, updates occurring around school operations, discussions around 2021 etc, all
forming the focus of our work. At this stage, we may meet in early December. We have Tuesday, 15th December earmarked as a possible date to meet… and perhaps celebrate the end of the year.
2021 BOOKLISTS & PARENT PAYMENT POLICY
Please ensure you let the Office know if you have not received your child’s 2021 booklist. These were sent home over
a week ago… and will need to be attended to ASAP. Please contact the Office if you have not received one or have
misplaced the documentation, including the PARENT PAYMENT POLICY.
OPERATIONAL CHANGES FOR TERM 4 - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW...
By now, you would understand what is required of you to keep our children, our staff and yourselves safe. To ensure
you are aware of all that is required, please note the following points:


Adults (other than our staff) are not supposed to be on site during Term 4 – please ensure you drop your
child/ren off at school and depart. Do not congregate outside school exit / entry points – social distance and
ensure you wear a face mask. If you have to come on site, please ensure you do not enter buildings or linger
long. Contact with teachers can occur over the phone, via email, Dojo, Webex etc,



Children will be dismissed in a staggered way during Term 4 – Prep, Year 1/2’s will be dismissed at 3:05pm
(along with older siblings). Please be ready to pick children up at this earlier time. Years 3 – 6 will be
dismissed at 3:15pm. The Ravenswood bus will depart earlier at 3:05pm, but will not leave children
unattended at bus stops if arriving early and no adult is present. The Kangaroo Flat bus will run as normal –
children will just stay on site with a yard duty teacher until the bus arrives,



Whilst the Office is open, please follow social distancing regulations in the foyer by waiting outside until invited
in, or when there are fewer than 2 families waiting. Instead of approaching the usual counter, a table has
been set up in the foyer with a bell to attract attention,



Our OSHC program will run normally each morning and afternoon – bookings made in the usual way through
the Office / Janet Dean Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au,



Our school canteen is open and providing delicious lunches as normal, all within COVID-SAFE guidelines.
Please order online – cashless payments only. Thank you,



Our school crossing supervisor has returned to the Calder Highway crossing - so your children can walk home
safely and cross the road securely with the guidance of Wendy, our Crossing Supervisor,



Drink bottles must be sent to school each day – we don’t have bubble taps in operation due to COVID-19
concerns. If children do not come with a drink bottle, we endeavour to provide them with a plastic cup for the
day,



All children should be in full uniform – including wearing a hat in Term 4.

BUSHFIRE PREVENTION WORKS
This week we have had lots of long grass cut again along the front of the school and green waste removed from the
boundary of the school. In addition to this, we have had Hickmans in to clean all of our gutters and drains in
preparation for hot weather. In the coming weeks, we will have some trees removed and several garden beds
converted to river pebbles and low-growing grasses that are deemed fire safe choices. Eventually when parents are
allowed back on site, you might be able to look at some of the works and notice the improvements to the areas
outlined.
FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, cough,
sneezing etc, then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will
need to. For adults visiting the school for pick up etc, please ensure you stay off site if feeling unwell. Staff and families
have done the right thing and stayed off site and been tested. To date, we have remained COVID free. Your support in
ensuring this continues is greatly appreciated by keeping children home when you or your children are unwell.
FACE MASKS
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a FITTED face mask under new Victorian law –
this won’t change in Term 4. Teachers and Education Support Officers can remove them when teaching or working
directly with a child to instruct. Please ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children do not
have to wear masks in Primary Schools, even those who are 12. If your child prefers, they are more than welcome to
wear one if they feel safer.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2021… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions. With
some restrictions changing, we are now able to have up to 10 children visit at a time, but they cannot mix with other
children and must stay in a designated area of the school with one of our teachers. By now, parents of children
commencing in Prep 2021 should have been offered a 1 hour visit time for their child to attend Big Hill PS. The date
where we welcome our new Prep children is Tuesday, 1st December – please contact the Office if your child has not
been offered a visit time. We will also ensure the first two days of school for Prep in 2021 are focused around settling
in and getting used to school. This will be on Monday, 1st February (first day of school for 2021 Preps at Big Hill PS)
and Tuesday, 2nd February.
MOVING AT THE START OF 2021 OR THE END OF 2020?
It's quite common for families to move interstate or to other locations over summer. If you know this is happening for
your child/ren, please advise the Office ASAP. This helps with planning for 2021.
STAFFING
Next week, Brett Strange remains on sick leave – with his class supported by Leisha Morrison on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday and Jayden Sheean on Friday. Roberta Mathers continues to teach the class on a Thursday, which
has been the case all year.
Jen Nicholls is also very unwell… and will be absent for the indefinite future. We send our best wishes out to Jen and
hope she makes a speedy recovery. During Jen’s absence in Week 8, the girls and boys will work with Ben Dyett
(Monday, Wednesday and Friday) and Meryl Jacobs (Tuesday and Thursday). We farewell Jo Totta, as she returns to
Camp Hill PS until the end of the year.
We welcome Nick Reid back next week, after enjoying time with his newly born son, Evander. It will be great to have
Nick back teaching music.
Next week Renae Westley is absent as she takes required sick leave. During Renae’s absence, Zoe Wright will work
her class. Staffing classes has been a significant challenge with elective surgery, personal illness and COVID testing
requirements all contributing to all local schools finding replacement teachers difficult. Rest assured that every day, I
structure the school the best way I can with the resources available. If required, as a last resort, classes have to be
split.

YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER
Next Thursday, 26th November, our Year 2’s will have a bit of a treat, with the annual YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER occurring
at the Bendigo Discovery Centre. Students arrive at the Discovery Centre at 5:30pm. Please ensure they arrive with
all their overnight requirements including a sleeping bag, pillow, sleepwear and a drink bottle. Please ensure
medications have been given to Rhys and Catherine before leaving school at the end of the day, Thursday. Parents
are reminded to pick their child up between 7:30am and 8:00am Friday morning. For many children, school on Friday
may be a challenge due to being overtired, so please advise the Office if your child is going to rest on Friday, 27th Nov.
TRANSITIONS
This week we had a small group of students attend Crusoe as part of additional transition supports offered to funded
students, or those with particular needs. Remember, if you think your child needs an additional visit, please talk to
your child’s teacher. We are hoping, with the easing of restrictions predicted on Sunday, that transitions for our Year 6
to Year 7 will be possible. If this is the case, the Statewide Transition Day on Tuesday, 8th December may go ahead.
Watch this space.
CLASS PLACEMENTS
We have almost finished creating classes for 2021. We have endeavoured to take formal requests into account and
friendships, however, at the end of the day, we will place children where they need to be. Sometimes this is different
to what they want – but ultimately, children should work where they need to work as a priority. Classes will be
revealed on Tuesday, 8th December, when we have our transition morning. Changes won’t be made after this morning
if a child is disappointed. If you find your child is upset by the placement, remind them that classes are learning
groups and they will still have their friends to play with each break.
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
It’s been possibly the worst time to lose a Chaplain after returning from lockdown and in the year of the COVID-19
pandemic. As we approach Week 8, we have only just been notified that suitable applicants have been found as a
replacement for Megan Haddon. Due to this, I will be involved in interviewing a potential Chaplain on Tuesday
afternoon of next week. By next week’s newsletter, I hope to have some good news to share… and it will be about
time too!
END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS
All classes will be looking forward to end of year treats, ranging from FISH & CHIP lunches, movies, visits to the pool
etc. We offer these opportunities as a reward, therefore, expect that all children participating have earnt the right to be
there. To be fair, speak to your child about ensuring their behaviour continues to be respectful and safe at school in
order to participate in our end of year celebrations. Where a child cannot commit to our fair expectations, they may
not be included in such treats as a result. It often helps to for the child, teacher and parents to be on the same page in
this situation… and what you find is the child is able to succeed with the support of school and home. We anticipate
all treats will occur in the last week of school.
ABSENT?
If your child is absent, please either ring the school before 9:30am or text 0438 738 788 to advise. Please ensure you
indicate the reason for the absence also – eg: Unwell, appointment etc, so we can code the absence correctly.
FOUND
A second place ribbon has been found in the yard. If you believe it is yours, please collect it from the Office.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Liam W, Sierra S, RJ T, Benji S, Lilli W, Keenan S, Ben O, Abigael L, Mia S & Brodie H.
Week 8 approaches… and signals only 4 weeks of schooling in 2020. Keep your child well-rested and focused. Stay
in touch with your child’s teacher to iron-out any issues also. Let’s make the next 4 weeks as enjoyable for our
children as possible.
Until next week…

Matt Pearce, Principal

FIRST STEPS NEWS
BOX DONATIONS
Instead of throwing out your empty food or drink
containers / boxes, the First Steps classrooms would
greatly appreciate it if you donated them to your child’s
classroom. Children have been enjoying using these
containers / boxes for construction activities. If you
have any at home, please send them in with your child
to give to their classroom teacher.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For participating and following instructions during our
hands on capacity maths activities:
FSJ
FSP
FSN

Lyla E
Grace V
Lily J

Jen, Pauline, Nicole & Sharyn

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER
We are getting very close to the Sleepover taking
place at the Discovery Centre next Thursday, 26th
November. Our apologies as we did not send the
white medical forms home with the purple permission
forms. The white forms went home Friday. Could
these also please be returned ASAP, if you need a
medical form contact the Office or your student's
teacher.

HOMEWORK
Just a reminder that homework will continue until the
end of Week 10 this term.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’:
MW
MR
MD

Cohen S
Harley N
RJ T

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Obviously due to COVID-19 restrictions, we have had
to adjust our Graduation Ceremony. Please find the
layout of the day below.
Monday 14th December
12:30pm:
Red carpet arrivals from the
carpark – students to be dropped off and walk down
the red carpet so that parents can get photos and
students can get selfies.
1:00pm-1:45pm:

Certificates &
Award presentation

1:45pm-2:15pm:
Special fish and chip lunch for
Year 6 only (order via QKR or using account credit via
the Office)
2:15pm-3:15pm:

Year 6 celebration

JUNIOR UNIT BREAKUP
We have finalised plans for our end of year breakup.
This will take place on Tuesday, 15th December.

We will be livestreaming the award ceremony via our
Facebook page to support families to view the awards.
We are suggesting that students bring a change of
clothes for the ceremony. Year 6 students will be
greeted by the Year 4 & 5 Senior Unit students on
arrival via the red carpet.

We are planning a trip to the Golden Square outdoor
pool and a fish and chip lunch for those who would like
one. Notes for the breakup will be going home shortly.

PREP PHOTOS
Please bring in your Prep photos by Tuesday, 1st
December!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For showing the School Value of ‘Responsibility’ by
consistently reading at home, filling in their reading
diary and ensuring it comes to and from school every
day:
JC
JR

Chase L
Mia M

Catherine & Rhys

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
END OF YEAR BREAKUP
We are currently awaiting announcements regarding
venues and their allowed numbers before committing
to our end of year function. Hopefully, we will be able
to share more information with you next week.
KRIS KRINGLE
The Middle Unit classes will be participating in Kris
Kringle, towards the end of this term. Each teacher
will go about arranging their own class event. The
exchanging of gifts will be held on Wednesday, 16th
December.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION LUNCH
A special Fish and Chips or Chips and Gravy lunch is
available to order on QKR for Year 6 students only.
Please have orders in by Monday, 7th December. It
can be ordered using the credit on your account –
check with the Office to see how much you have and
order.
BREAK UP
Senior Unit Break up notes have gone out this week.
Please sign and return these to the office by Monday,
7th December.
BEHAVIOUR
With such a topsy turvy year almost behind us and the
start of new chapters ahead of us, it is fair to say that
most students are tired and ready for the end of year.
To support students in making positive choices we will
be implementing our 3 Strikes Policy. This means that
students who are struggling to make positive choices
in class, the yard or in specialist will be placed on a
behaviour chart and will have their behaviour
monitored to support positive choices to ensure their
attendance to the Senior Unit Break Up and Year 6
Graduation. If your child has been placed on a chart,
please expect an email from their classroom teacher.

SENIOR UNIT KRIS KRINGLE
Your child is invited to participate in
the Annual Senior Unit Kris Kringle. IF
you would like your child to participate,
please send them in with a wrapped
gift to place under the tree, from
Monday, 7th December.
Please ensure that the gift is;
Wrapped
Non- Gendered
Age Appropriate
Please avoid food items (Candy canes,
lollies etc)
Costs no more than $10.00
Our Kris Kringle will be an opportunity to give a small
token gift to a classmate. The students will choose a
number from 1-25 and will choose in that order.
Students who have picked beforehand will have an
opportunity to steal a gift chosen before it has been
unwrapped.
Our Kris Kringle will happen on Wednesday, 16th
December.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating responsibility during class:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Ava A
Ella R
Lilli W
Bailey P

Even if you don’t hit the “submit” button, you might still
be sending your information to scammers if you start
putting your data into their forms.
Scams come in many forms, if you see a message in email
form from someone you know that doesn’t quite seem
like them, their account may have been hacked and
harvested by cyber criminals who are trying to extort
money or personal information from you or your
account. So be very careful how you respond.
If in doubt, delete before opening!
Be suspicious of unexpected emails or texts from your
bank or financial institution. Remember banks don't do
business via email and never ask for confidential
information via email or text.
Common ruses include asking you to urgently send them
money, claiming to be stranded in another country or
saying that their phone has been stolen so that they
cannot be called. The message may also tell you to click
on a link to see a picture, article or video, which actually
leads you to a site that might steal your information.
These are also often ways used by those who want to
cause malicious damage to computers by infecting them
with Viruses. Err on the side of caution before opening
attachments and files on emails, no matter who has sent
them!

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

DIGITAL WORLD TRAVEL
Just, as we cannot guarantee risk free travel on the
highways, the air, or by sea, we cannot guarantee
100% risk free travel in the ever-expanding Digital
World.
However, we can try to help you limit the risks!
No, you probably haven’t won the lottery. You really can’t
make that much working from home. And if you think that
deal is too good to be true it probably is!
The internet can be a great place; unfortunately not
everyone online has good intentions! Cyber criminals are
developing more and more ways to scam the unsuspecting
digital traveller!
Some ways to avoid scammers and stay safe in your digital
travels.
Remember Mum and Dad’s advice ‘Be wary of strangers
bearing gifts!’
A popup message is probably up to no good if it
congratulates you for being a website’s millionth visitor,
offers a tablet computer or other prize in exchange for
completing a survey or promotes quick and easy ways to
make money or get a job ‘get rich quick working from your
home in just two hours a day!”
If someone tells you you’re a winner and asks you to fill out
a form with your personal information usually including your
mobile number, don’t be tempted to start filling it out.

Always stop and think before you click!
When shopping online, research the seller
Be wary of suspiciously low prices, just like you would if
you were buying something at a local shop. Scrutinize
online deals that seem too good to be true. No one
wants to get tricked into buying fake goods. Websites or
people, who promise normally non-discounted expensive
products or services for free or at 90% off, likely have
malicious intent.
Watch out for scams using the well-known brand names
like Google or PayPal, there are many out there claiming
that you have been selected for various giveaways and or
work, training. There is always a catch! They may need
payment for training or personal details including mobile
phone numbers etc.
When in doubt, play it safe
If you are even slightly suspicious of advertisement or a
special onetime offer? Trust your instinct! Only click on
ads or buy products from sites that are safe, reviewed,
and trusted.
On the upside many online shops have trusted sellers.
These sellers typically have visible stamps of approval in
their profiles. If you can’t find this, check out the number
of reviews by other customers and the content of these
reviews; they can often give good insight into the quality
of the goods on offer.

Safe Travel 
Kate Dole, ICT Coordinator

FREE BREAKFAST CLUB
EVERY FRIDAY MORNING
This continues tomorrow morning – hope to see you all
there. It is open from 8:30am to 8:45am.
We have Cheerios, Weetbix, milk and fruit cups.

OSHC NEWS
Please remember to keep up those fortnightly
payments to secure your child/ren's place in our OSHC
program.
All accounts must be finalised by the end of the school
year before care can commence in 2021.
Enrolment forms for 2021 will be available in early
December.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are having
trouble paying your account, as a payment plan can be
arranged if needed. Thank you.
Janet Dean, OSHC Admin

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
READING AWARD AND
BIG REWARD WINNERS
FIRST STEPS STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

JUNIOR UNIT STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

FIRST STEPS READING AWARDS

JUNIOR UNIT READING AWARDS

COMMUNITY NEWS

MIDDLE UNIT STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

SENIOR UNIT STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

BIG REWARD WINNERS

FRIDAY, 11TH DECEMBER
PIZZA DAY MEAL

$5.00
HAWAIIAN
OR

MEATLOVERS
OR

VEGETARIAN
WITH PRIMA OR MILK
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk)

If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $2.00 per slice
Orders can be put in an envelope, or ordered on our Qkr app
Orders are to be placed in the classroom or ordered using the Qkr app
by 9am Wednesday, 9th December. Late orders cannot be accepted.
Ice creams will be available as normal,
AND YOU CAN NOW ORDER ICED TREATS ON QKR!

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL FOOD MENU
IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY

