Calder Chronicle
Number 34

Phone

(03) 5447 7022

Email:
big.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.bighillps.vic.edu.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/

THURSDAY, 5TH NOVEMBER 2020
CALENDAR
Monday, 9th November

Expressions of Interest for Somers Camp due at the Office

Friday, 13th November

Last day for Mango Drive orders on Qkr app or over the phone

Monday, 16th November
Thursday, 26th November
Friday, 27th November

Payment due for Year 2 Sleepover
Year 2 Sleepover
Last day for applications for CSEF

Monday, 14th December
Wednesday, 16th December

Year 6 Graduation (modified ceremony)
Senior Unit Breakup

Thursday, 17th December
Friday, 18th December

Curriculum Day
LAST DAY FOR 2020
Early dismissal of 1:30pm

2021
Tuesday, 19th January

Booklist Collection Day

Wednesday, 27th January
Thursday, 28th January

Teachers return
Curriculum Day

Friday, 29th January
Monday, 1st February

Year 1 – 6 students commence for 2021
Prep students commence for 2021

Monday, 2nd March

Somers Camp (successful applicants)

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
Week 5 has been a productive and enjoyable week for the majority of students, with a bit of fun Tuesday for the
Melbourne Cup and lots of work continuing in classes to ensure children are progressing well with their literacy,
numeracy etc.
MELBOURNE CUP
Tuesday’s Melbourne Cup Day may have been a little different to normal years, but we’re proud to say the day ran
really well and the children enjoyed being able to dress up, compete in races and fashion parades etc. Each class took
different approaches to the fashions and hats, with most classes generally sharing amongst classmates and within
classrooms, however, our First Steps and Junior Unit were able to separate classes and do a mini parade outside.
Many children still dressed up, we loved seeing some wonderful hats… and the races were good fun! Egg and spoon,
sack races and long distance races were all in order… with many children going home with a ribbon or even a
medallion! It was sad without all of our parents, grandparents, family members etc present… however, feel pleased
that we were able to run the day in a reduced form for the children. Certainly not the same as our big and bold normal
years, but overall… a COVID SAFE and fun day had by all. A huge thank you to Renae Westley for her organisation of
the day and our staff for ensuring things ran smoothly with marshalling, supervising, organising etc.
2021 BOOKLISTS & PARENT PAYMENT POLICY
The 2021 Parent Payment Policy and Booklists are being sent home this week. Parents have the choice to purchase
the stationery items (Pack A) from JI Office Products (the preferred supplier) or purchase all listed items elsewhere
(must be exactly the same item please). If you are ordering elsewhere, you will need to pay the school directly for the
Essential Education items in Part C. Year 5 students: if your child already has a dictionary, please use the Year 6
booklist to order online as this is exactly the same as Year 5 except it doesn't include the dictionary or earbuds. iPad
charges - please note that students in the Senior Unit (which includes some Year 4’s) have 1 to 1 access to an iPad
for the entire year, (which means every student has their own iPad, not sharing as done in lower Year levels), hence
the higher charge. Please also note we have reduced this charge considerably this coming year, in an effort to reduce
the total cost for parents in consideration of COVID financial implications for families. If you have any questions or
queries regarding the booklists of parent payments, please feel free to contact the Office.
OPERATIONAL CHANGES FOR TERM 4 - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW...
By now, you would understand what is required of you to keep our children, our staff and yourselves safe. To ensure
you are aware of all that is required, please note the following points:
 Adults (other than our staff) are not supposed to be on site during Term 4 – please ensure you drop your
child/ren off at school and depart. Do not congregate outside school exit / entry points – social distance and
ensure you wear a face mask. If you have to come on site, please ensure you do not enter buildings or linger
long. Contact with teachers can occur over the phone, via email, Dojo, Webex etc,










Children will be dismissed in a staggered way during Term 4 – Prep, Year 1/2’s will be dismissed at 3:05pm
(along with older siblings). Please be ready to pick children up at this earlier time. Years 3 – 6 will be
dismissed at 3:15pm. The Ravenswood bus will depart earlier at 3:05pm, but will not leave children
unattended at bus stops if arriving early and no adult is present. The Kangaroo Flat bus will run as normal –
children will just stay on site with a yard duty teacher until the bus arrives,
Whilst the Office is open, please follow social distancing regulations in the foyer by waiting outside until invited
in, or when there are fewer than 2 families waiting. Instead of approaching the usual counter, a table has been
set up in the foyer with a bell to attract attention,
Our OSHC program will run normally each morning and afternoon – bookings made in the usual way through
the Office / Janet Dean Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au. Please email Janet your requirements for Term 4,
Our school canteen is open and providing delicious lunches as normal, all within COVID-SAFE guidelines.
Please order online – cashless payments only. Thank you,
Our school crossing supervisor has returned to the Calder Highway crossing - so your children can walk home
safely and cross the road securely with the guidance of Wendy, our Crossing Supervisor. Please welcome her
back as you use the crossing,
Drink bottles must be sent to school each day – we don’t have bubble taps in operation due to COVID-19
concerns. If children do not come with a drink bottle, we endeavour to provide them with a plastic cup for the
day,
All children should be in full uniform – including wearing a hat in Term 4.

BUSHFIRE AND CODE RED DAYS
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the
safest options for preserving life. Schools and children’s services listed on the DET
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating
day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is
listed on the BARR.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter, the
Big Hill PS website, Big Hill PS and P&F Facebook pages and on the Flexischools app. A Code Red day will be
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1:00pm the day before the potential closure.
Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the
school day. Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also
important to note that: No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. Out
Of School Hours care will also be cancelled on these days. School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located. As a bus coordinating
school all bus routes will be cancelled, ie: Ravenswood bus run. Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is
impacted, other bus route (not coordinated by Big Hill PS) cancellations may affect our school eg: Kangaroo Flat bus.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children. For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the
CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the
morning of the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and
completed our Emergency Management Plan, reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the
threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
What can parents do? Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed. Ensure we have your current contact details, including your
mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website
www.bighillps.vic.edu.au or Facebook pages and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the
teaching staff about our emergency management plan. Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a
holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain
vigilant during your stay. If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan. You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and
Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx For up-to-date
information on this year’s fire season see: https://emergency.vic.gov.au Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) Twitter
(twitter.com/CFA_Updates) ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters and the VicEmergency
Hotline (1800 226 226).
FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose,loss of smell or taste, cough,
sneezing etc, then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will
need to. For adults visiting the school for pick up etc, please ensure you stay off site if feeling unwell. To date, we have
remained COVID free. Your support in ensuring this continues is greatly appreciated by keeping children home when
you or your children are unwell.

FACE MASKS
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a FITTED face mask under new Victorian law –
this won’t change in Term 4. Teachers and Education Support Officers can remove them when teaching or working
directly with a child to instruct. Please ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children do not
have to wear masks in Primary Schools, even those who are 12. If your child prefers, they are more than welcome to
wear one if they feel safer.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2021… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions. With
some restrictions changing, we are now able to have up to 10 children visit at a time, but they cannot mix with other
children and must stay in a designated area of the school with one of our teachers. We will be contacting Kinder
parents to indicate a date and time for your child to come to school as part of transition.
MOVING AT THE START OF 2021 OR THE END OF 2020?
It's quite common for families to move interstate or to other locations over summer. If you know this is happening for
your child/ren, please advise the Office ASAP. This helps with planning for 2021.
STAFFING
It’s been wonderful to welcome Kate Dole back to her classroom this week. I know the students in the Senior Unit
have been excited to see her . Brett Strange takes sick leave as of today for at least the next 3 weeks – whilst we
await Brett’s return from surgery, we will ensure his class is supported by Leisha Morrison (and on the odd day, Zoe
Wright). Jen Nicholls is also quite unwell… and will be absent for the next few weeks. We send our best wishes out to
Jen and hope she makes a speedy recovery. During Jen’s absence in Weeks 6 and 7, we welcome Jo Totta to the
school for the majority of days. Nick Reid remains on Paternal Leave for next week also – with Alice Adams and Zoe
Wright delivering Nick’s program.
DAY FOR DANIEL – WHAT A SUCCESS!
Last Friday the path from Phillis Street to Big Hill Primary School (and our Tiger Turf) was a sea of red… in recognition
of DAY FOR DANIEL. So many children dressed up in red to support this worthy cause and quite a lot of money was
raised as a result of sponsorship and out of uniform donations. Thank you! We have some great photos from the walk
for you to enjoy on our Facebook Page. Days such as this don’t just organise themselves – so a big thank you to
Sharyn Burnett for ensuring the day was well-organised and successful.
TRANSITIONS
Year 7 transitions have stalled due to restrictions, however, if your child has PSD funding or extreme needs, parents
can contact their 2021 school to organise additional COVID-SAFE visits. As outlined above, we will be welcoming new
Prep (Kinder) students in groups of ten in the coming weeks. We have restrictions to follow, such as no adults, only
one staff member permitted to work with the visitors… and remaining isolated from other groups of children at school.
Whilst this will be operationally a challenge, we believe that one of our Prep teachers for 2021 will easily enjoy working
with 10 students in our new multipurpose room when they do visit… and a tour of the school (outside) would also be in
order!
CLASS STRUCTURE AND TEACHER PLACEMENT
In 2021, we will be running the following structure: 3 Prep/Year 1 classes (First Steps), 2 Year 1/2 classes (Junior
Unit), 1 Year 2/3 and 2 Year 3/4 classes (Middle Unit) and a Year 4/5 and 3 Year 5/6 classes (Senior Unit).
I can now announce that our First Steps Team for 2021 is Nicole Peach, Pauline Mulcair and Rhys Bull.
Our Junior Unit for 2021 is Catherine Kelley and Jen Nicholls.
In the Middle Unit for 2021, Wendy Hicks will teach Year 2/3, whilst Dean White and Renae Westley will teach the
Year 3/4’s. Finally, our Senior Unit consists of Brett Strange teaching Year 4/5 and Kate Dole, Ainsley Stanley and
Lauren Adcock teaching Year 5/6.
Other staff, including specialists, have yet to be organised for 2021. This will be shared in the future. As for formation
of the classes, we have started placing children into classes for 2021 taking into account the parent requests (which
closed a few weeks ago – sorry…no late requests), student friendship groups, current teacher’s opinion of academic,
social, emotional and behavioural needs etc.
This will take some time to refine, with classes revealed on our WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION DAY scheduled for
Tuesday, 8th December.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Recently, all parents were emailed a personal link to the PARENT OPINION SURVEY. The password given was one
digit short. Please use 215042 when connecting via the link in your email. If you did not receive an email, your contact
details at the office may be wrong or we have an old email on file. Please advise your new email so we can send you
the email and link. We’d love all families to respond to the survey about Big Hill and the recent Remote and Flexible
Learning period. Looking forward to seeing how you think we did as a school during the year that has been 2020.

RAVENSWOOD BUS
Next week we welcome Angie, our new bus driver, to Big Hill Primary School. If your child uses the Ravenswood bus,
please take the time to briefly introduce yourself to Angie and make her feel very welcome .
NAIDOC WEEK – NEXT WEEK
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held around the country each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The week is celebrated not just in Indigenous communities but also in
increasing number of government agencies, community organisations, local councils, workplaces, schools and
sporting groups. With COVID-19 postponing this year’s NAIDOC week in July, next week marks the rescheduling of
this important week for our community. We will be acknowledging NAIDOC next week within classes and throughout
the school, however, encourage you to go to www.naidoc.org.au to find out more about NAIDOC and participate in
some of the fantastic events held online. So what does NAIDOC stand for? How about you see if you can find out with
your child?
ABSENT?
If your child is absent, please either ring the school before 9:30am, send an absence through our Flexischools app, or
text 0438 738 788 to advise. Please ensure you indicate the reason for the absence also – eg. Unwell, appointment
etc, so we can code the absence correctly.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Snow T, Addison H, Sienna B, Willow W & Taya K.
As we approach Week 6, we also approach the half way mark of the term. It’s certainly a case of week’s flying by…
and the end of the year approaching fast. With this in mind, let’s remind our children, particularly the Year 6’s, that
time is of the essence… and to make the most of every bit of time left.
Until next week…

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS

MELBOURNE CUP FUN DAY
Even though our Melbourne Cup Fun Day was run a
little bit differently this year, it was still a fun day. It was
great to see so many children from First Steps
dressing up in their fancy race wear. We saw some
beautiful dresses, smart shirts and vests and creative
hats and head wear. Children were able to take part in
a small scale parade under the pavilion. Later in the
day children were excited to participate in the races on
the tiger turf. These races included sprints, skipping,
egg and spoon race, horse race and a long distance
running race around the tiger turf. All children tried
their best and cheered on their peers when they were
watching others.

YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER
The Year 2 Sleepover at the Discovery Centre is
rapidly approaching, taking place on Thursday, 26th
November.

DRINK BOTTLES AND HATS
Currently our bubble taps are still not available at this
stage due to COVID-19 restrictions. Please ensure that
your child brings a labelled drink bottle to school each
day. It is important that children stay hydrated
throughout the day, especially as it is warming up.
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear
their broad brimmed hats this term while outside.
Please ensure that your child’s hat is clearly labelled
with their name. If children do not have their hat they
will be asked to play in the shade under the rotunda.
Hats are available for purchase from the Office for a
cost of $10 each, or by ordering using our Qkr app
under the donations tab.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For participating enthusiastically and cheering on their
peers during our Melbourne Cup Fun Day:
FSJ
FSP
FSN

TBA
Tasman H
Oscar W

Jen, Pauline, Nicole & Sharyn

A couple of reminders: any outstanding permission
forms need to be returned no later than Monday, 16th
November. Please check with the Office to see if you
have a credit on your school account before paying,
and then payment can be made through our Qkr app
or over the phone using a credit card.
WARM WEATHER REMINDERS
As the weather warms up a reminder for families to
ensure their child has both a hat and drink bottle at
school every day.
Drink bottles are especially important this year as due
to COVID-19 restrictions bubble taps are not in use.
Making sure both of these items are clearly labelled is
also important to avoid things getting misplaced or
used by other students. Thank you.
READING AT HOME
As we approach the halfway mark of Term 4, it is
important for students to continue their home reading
and making sure reading diaries are filled in.
Remember that the goal is for 225 nights of reading by
the end of the school year.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For participating and trying their best in all Melbourne
Cup Fun Day activities:
JC
JR

Isabelle O
Dexter L

Catherine & Rhys

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
DAY FOR DANIEL
Last Friday was the annual Day for Daniel, to raise
awareness of child safety and protection. Many
students supported this day by wearing a red item of
clothing and making a donation. Thank you to the
students who also walked to school or completed the
equivalent laps around the oval.
MELBOURNE CUP FUN DAY
We would like to thank all the students for their
involvement in our modified Melbourne Cup Fun Day
on Tuesday. Many students enjoyed dressing up and
wearing a special hat for the occasion. Congratulations
to all the children who participated in the races. We
would also like to acknowledge the students who
competed
in
the
Long
Distance
Races.
Congratulations to the winners and placegetters – it
was a mighty effort. Finally, thank you to Renae for
organising this wonderful day.
HOMEWORK
There will be no homework next week due to class
assessments.
SOMERS CAMP
Year 4 & 5 students in the Middle and Senior Unit have
an opportunity to signal their interest in the Somers
Camp program running in March 2021. Please hand in
your EOI (found at the Office) back to the Office by
Monday, 9th November. The fee for the camp is $260
and must be paid in full before children can attend. The
fee includes transport, accommodation, meals and
pocket money.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Respect’:
MW
MR
MD

Skye D
Arya B
Charlie W

PREP PHOTO
Could families please send in a photo of their Year 6
student when they were in Prep? Thank you.
SENIOR UNIT BREAKUP
We have secured a booking for our break up on
Wednesday, 16th of December at the Faith Leech Pool.
We will be asking students to bring their own food and
drink bottles and will be spending the majority of the
day at the pool. Once we have been advised of costs,
we will send a note out to families.
YEAR 7 TRANSITION
Today we had a visit from Joel McLean from Crusoe
SC, presenting some information to our Year 6
students about next year. Students were able to ask
questions and gain some understanding of the school
structure prior to (hopefully) attending the transition
day in December.
SOMERS CAMP
Year 4 & 5 students in the Middle and Senior Unit have
an opportunity to signal their interest in the Somers
Camp program running in March 2021. Please hand in
your EOI (found at the Office) back to the Office by
Monday, 9th November.
The fee for the camp is $260 and must be paid in full
before children can attend. The fee includes transport,
accommodation, meals and pocket money.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating our School Values:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Eliza K
Jacob W
Indi N
Sebastian S

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

DIGITAL WORLD TRAVEL

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 6 GRADUATION 2020
It is coming up to the time where we acknowledge and
celebrate the fantastic achievements of our Year 6
group. Obviously this is a big event for our Year 6’s
and due to current COVID-19 restrictions we have had
to adjust the celebration and plan based on the
restrictions as they are now, which means that we
cannot have parents on site for this event.
Whilst it is unfortunate that this has celebration cannot
go ahead as it has in the past, we need to be mindful
of the health and safety of our students, staff and
school community. We will be livestreaming the event
in some capacity to include parents on this important
day. There will be no cost to students for Graduation.

Just, as we cannot guarantee risk free travel on the
highways, the air, or by sea, we cannot guarantee
100% risk free travel in the ever-expanding Digital
World.
However, we can try to help you limit the risks!
Cyberbullying is the use of technology to harass, threaten,
embarrass, or target another person. By definition, it occurs
among young people.
When an adult is involved, it may meet the definition of
cyber-harassment or cyber-stalking, a crime that can have
legal consequences.
How is it different to face-to-face bullying?
While cyberbullying is similar to face-to-face bullying it also
differs in the following ways:


Graduation – Monday 14th December
12:30pm

1:00pm-1:45pm
1:45pm-2:15pm
2:15pm-3:15pm

Red carpet arrivals from the carparkstudents to be dropped off and walk
down the red carpet so that parents
can get photos and students can get
selfies.
Certificates & Award presentation
Lunch break- students to bring their own
Year 6 celebration






it can give the person doing the bullying a sense of
being anonymous,
it can occur 24/7 and be difficult to escape,
it is invasive and you can be targeted while at
home,
it can have a large audience - sent to groups or
posted on a public forum,
it can be permanent.

Kate’s Safe Travel Tips
Bullies, mean girls and boys, have been around forever!
However, new technologies have given them a whole new
platform for their actions.

PARENTS & FRIENDS
MANGO DRIVE

As adults, we're becoming more aware that the "sticks and
stones" adage no longer holds true; both real world and
online name – calling can have serious emotional
consequences for our children and teens. Just like bullying
in real life, there can be terrible lasting effects on those who
experience cyberbullying.
Fortunately, our growing
awareness of cyberbullying is helping us all learn a lot more
about how to prevent it.
Being bullied can lower your self-esteem and you may feel
alone, sad, angry and scared.
If you are being bullied, it is not your fault and there is
nothing wrong with you.
Don’t be afraid to let someone know that you are being
bullied, as they may be able to help you.
How do I deal with it?
 Don’t retaliate or respond.
 Block the person doing the bullying and change
your privacy settings.
 Report it - Click the report abuse button.
 Collect the evidence - keep mobile phone messages
and print emails or social networking
conversations.
 Talk to someone you trust, like a family member or
friend.
Talking to your teachers or parents can make a difference!
I would recommend that parents read all the information
provided by the eSafety Commissoner.
See the link below:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/cyberbullying
This page provides information about online bullying
affecting people under the age of 18. It also offers advice
for adults experiencing online abuse.

Safe Travel 
Kate Dole, ICT Coordinator

FREE BREAKFAST CLUB
EVERY FRIDAY MORNING
This continues tomorrow morning – hope to see you all
there. It is open from 8:30am to 8:45am.
We have Cheerios, Weetbix and milk and fruit cups.
Fresh fruit will hopefully be available next week.

REMEMBRANCE DAY POPPIES
These can be bought at school NOW.
Also, if anyone would like to support the RSL,
they will have a pop up stall in the front of the
RSL, Station Street, Kangaroo Flat on Monday, 9th
and Tuesday, 10th November
between 10am & 4pm
Poppies range in price from $2.00 to $5.00

Orders via Qkr app or over the phone to the School.
No order form required

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY
Last Friday we celebrated World Teacher Appreciation
Day. Our P&F, along with the leadership team, put
some time into spoiling our teachers and Education
Support Officers at school today.
Our P&F provided the following beautiful gifts, whilst
our Leadership Team put on a lovely morning tea.
We are so lucky at Big Hill PS to have amazing
teachers and education support officers and the
remote and flexible learning period really showcased
this! I’m sure you’d agree . Thank you to our
teachers and education support for all that you have
done and continue to do for our school.
Huge appreciation goes out to our P&F for their
attention to detail once again 

Matt Pearce, PRINCIPAL

