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THURSDAY, 29TH OCTOBER 2020
CALENDAR
Friday, 30th October

Day for Daniel walk to school day –
Please wear red and make a gold coin donation

Tuesday, 3rd November
Friday, 13th November
Monday, 16th November
Thursday, 26th November
Friday, 27th November

Melbourne Cup Day – modified version – unfortunately no parents on site, and we have:
CANTEEN DAY (this week only INSTEAD of Wednesday)
Last day for Mango Drive orders on Qkr app or over the phone (no order form required)
Payment due for Year 2 Sleepover
Year 2 Sleepover
Last day for applications for CSEF

Monday, 14th December
Wednesday, 16th December

Year 6 Graduation (modified ceremony)
Senior Unit Breakup

Thursday, 17th December
Friday, 18th December

Curriculum Day
LAST DAY FOR 2020
Early dismissal of 1:30pm

School Organisation
Dear Parents / Guardians,
Week 4, with the Bendigo Cup Holiday in the middle, has meant that the week has had to be focused and productive.
Teachers, Education Support and students are working well together to ensure vital literacy and numeracy is
undertaken – ensuring that children are not left behind due to the lockdowns and restrictions that have interrupted so
much of the year. As we work towards the mid-point of the term, we will certainly continue to work very hard as we
approach the end of the year.
MELBOURNE CUP
Whilst next Tuesday is the Melbourne Cup, it is not a holiday for schools in Greater Bendigo. We have Bendigo Cup
Holiday instead, which as you know, occurred yesterday. Next Tuesday, it’s school for all students and staff… only
difference is, we will be running a modified Melbourne Cup Day for our students.
Sadly, there are no parents or visitors allowed on site due to current restrictions – we apologise to you all, however,
have to follow restrictions and ensure everyone is safe. To make the day part of our normal Term 4 calendar, we are
still doing many of the Big Hill Melbourne Cup things, but just in a COVID SAFE way.
From 9:00am – 9:30am we will be doing hats and fashions in the classroom. Each class will do a mini parade and
award the BEST HAT, BEST DRESSED BOY and BEST DRESSED GIRL.
From 9:30am – 10:15am, the Middle Unit (Year 3/4) will hold their picnic races on the Tiger Turf.
At 10:15am the Year 4’s will do their long distance run.
From 10:30am – 11:15am, the Senior Unit (Years 4, 5 & 6) will conduct their races.
After recess, our First Steps Unit (Prep & Year 1) will do their races from 12:00pm – 12:45pm.
At 12:45pm, our Year 1’s will do their long distance races.
From 1:00pm – 1:45pm our Junior Unit (Year 1/2’s) will do their races.
Each class does a long distance race during their allocated race time, apart from Year 1 and 4 due to the crossover in
Units. Our canteen will be open on this day for children to buy lunch and have a picnic with students and staff under
cover in the yard. For the remainder of the day, children will return to classes with their teacher, with the staggered
dismissal sending our Prep & Year 1/2’s home at 3:05pm and everyone else home at the normal time of 3:15pm. If
your child comes dressed up, please provide them with their normal school hat to wear after the festivities and during
race time outside. Drink bottles will also be required, as well as a change of clothes to compete in. I suggest sending
uniform in bags to change into.

OPERATIONAL CHANGES FOR TERM 4 – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW...
By now, you would understand what is required of you to keep our children, our staff and yourselves safe. To ensure
you are aware of all that is required, please note the following points:


Adults (other than our staff) are not supposed to be on site during Term 4 – please ensure you drop your
child/ren off at school and depart. Do not congregate outside school exit / entry points – social distance and
ensure you wear a face mask. If you have to come on site, please ensure you do not enter buildings or linger
long. Contact with teachers can occur over the phone, via email, Dojo, Webex etc,



Children will be dismissed in a staggered way during Term 4 – Prep, Year 1/2’s will be dismissed at 3:05pm
(along with older siblings). Please be ready to pick children up at this earlier time. Years 3 – 6 will be
dismissed at 3:15pm. The Ravenswood bus will depart earlier at 3:05pm, but will not leave children
unattended at bus stops if arriving early and no adult is present. The Kangaroo Flat bus will run as normal –
children will just stay on site with a yard duty teacher until the bus arrives,



Whilst the Office is open, please follow social distancing regulations in the foyer by waiting outside until invited
in, or when there are fewer than 2 families waiting. Instead of approaching the usual counter, a table has been
set up in the foyer with a bell to attract attention,



Our OSHC program will run normally each morning and afternoon – bookings made in the usual way through
the Office / Janet Dean Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au. Please email Janet your requirements for Term 4,



Our school canteen is open and providing delicious lunches as normal, all within COVID-SAFE guidelines.
Please order online – cashless payments only. Thank you,



Our school crossing supervisor has returned to the Calder Highway crossing - so your children can walk home
safely and cross the road securely with the guidance of Wendy, our Crossing Supervisor. Please welcome her
back as you use the crossing,



Drink bottles must be sent to school each day – we don’t have bubble taps in operation due to COVID-19
concerns. If children do not come with a drink bottle, we endeavour to provide them with a plastic cup for the
day,



All children should be in full uniform – including wearing a hat in Term 4.

BUSHFIRE AND CODE RED DAYS
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest
options for preserving life. Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire AtRisk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined
in their Bureau of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is
listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter, the
Big Hill PS website, Big Hill PS and P&F Facebook pages and on the Flexischools app. A Code Red day will be
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1:00pm the day before the potential closure.
Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the
school day. Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also
important to note that: No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. Out
Of School Hours care will also be cancelled on these days. School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located. As a bus coordinating
school all bus routes will be cancelled, ie: Ravenswood bus run. Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is
impacted, other bus route (not coordinated by Big Hill PS) cancellations may affect our school eg: Kangaroo Flat bus.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children. For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the
CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the
morning of the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and
completed our Emergency Management Plan, reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the
threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
What can parents do? Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed. Ensure we have your current contact details, including your
mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website
www.bighillps.vic.edu.au or Facebook pages and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the
teaching staff about our emergency management plan. Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a
holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain
vigilant during your stay. If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan. You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and
Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx For up-to-date
information on this year’s fire season see: https://emergency.vic.gov.au Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) Twitter
(twitter.com/CFA_Updates) ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters and the VicEmergency
Hotline (1800 226 226).

FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, cough,
sneezing etc, then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will
need to.
For adults visiting the school for pick up etc please ensure you stay off site if feeling unwell. This week there have
been quite a few students and staff unwell with cold-like conditions. Staff and families have done the right thing and
stayed off site and been tested. To date, we have remained COVID free. Your support in ensuring this continues is
greatly appreciated, by keeping children home when you or your children are unwell.
FACE MASKS
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a FITTED face mask under new Victorian law –
this won’t change in Term 4. Teachers and Education Support Officers can remove them when teaching or working
directly with a child to instruct. Please ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children do not
have to wear masks in Primary Schools, even those who are 12. If your child would prefer, they are more than
welcome to wear one if they feel safer.
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2021… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions. With
some restrictions changing, we are now able to have up to 10 children visit at a time, but they cannot mix with other
children and must stay in a designated area of the school with one of our teachers. We will be contacting Kinder
parents to indicate a date and time for your child to come to school as part of transition.
MOVING AT THE START OF 2021 OR THE END OF 2020?
It's quite common for families to move interstate or to other locations over summer. If you know this is happening for
your child/ren, please advise the Office ASAP. This helps with planning for 2021.
STAFFING
Next week we will be welcoming back Kate Dole to her 5/6 class. This comes as a very exciting time for Kate and her
class, so Monday is bound to be a very happy day for the children in Senior Kate. As Kate returns, Leisha will return to
other duties at school and we thank her for doing such a super job during Kate’s absence. Nick Reid is currently on
Paternal Leave, after the arrival of his beautiful little boy – Evander. A huge congratulations to Nick and his wife on
their little bundle of joy! I anticipate that Nick will be away for the next 3 weeks and on most days, Nick’s program will
be delivered by Zoe Wright.
DAY FOR DANIEL – TOMORROW
Don’t forget that tomorrow is DAY FOR DANIEL… so send your child to school wearing red and with a gold coin
donation. We are encouraging children to meet at Phillis Street by 8:30am to walk, ride or scoot to school. Staff will
meet children along the track, in fact, I will start the walk at Phillis Street right on 8:30am. Many children have also
done fundraising for DAY FOR DANIEL too and I thank you for your attention to this. If you can’t make the walk, you
can do laps around the oval instead.
TRANSITIONS
Some transitions are able to go ahead in a modified way. Above, I explained what is happening for our new Kinder
children. As for our Year 6’s, each school will alert families and us to what is happening at each site. At this stage, it’s
a matter of staying posted. We will certainly share information as it becomes available.
CLASS STRUCTURE
Next year, we look like running the following structure – which is similar to this year – 3 Prep/Year 1 classes (First
Steps), 2 Year 1/2 classes (Junior Unit), 1 Year 2/3 and 2 Year 3/4 classes (Middle Unit) and a Year 4/5 and 3 Year
5/6 classes (Senior Unit). Staffing for classes has not been done yet, so for now, you at least know we will run with a
12 classroom structure in 2020.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Recently, all parents were emailed a personal link to the PARENT OPINION SURVEY. The password given was one
digit short. Please use 215042 when connecting via the link in your email. If you did not receive an email, your contact
details at the office may be wrong or we have an old email on file. Please advise your new email so we can send you
the email and link. We’d love all families to respond to the survey about Big Hill and the recent Remote and Flexible
Learning period. Looking forward to seeing how you think we did as a school during the year that has been 2020 J
RAVENSWOOD BUS
Next week, Barry and Brian will be teaching our new bus driver, Angie, the Ravenswood bus route. This will be your
first chance to meet Angie, so please introduce yourself and make her feel welcome if using the Ravenswood bus
service next week.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Macy F, Maeson D, Aleeah M, Matilda B, Sophia C & Scarlett N.

Next week we return to a 5 day week, which programs wise, is always best as classes and specialists are not
interrupted with a day out. Even though Melbourne Cup is occurring, we have still been able to ensure general
programs are running as normal on Tuesday. By the end of next week, we will almost be at the halfway mark of the
term too, which is quite scary considering how fast the year is going by. I guess we need to work very hard in the
coming weeks before the Christmas / Summer break is upon us all. Shortly booklists for 2021 will be shared with
families, so keep a look out for these in coming weeks too.
Until next week…

Matt Pearce, Principal
FIRST STEPS NEWS
MELBOURNE CUP DAY
Next Tuesday, 3rd November will be our Melbourne
Cup Day celebration. We will be looking for winners in
each classroom in the categories of Best Hat and Best
Dressed and holding picnic races such as hobbyhorse,
running, skipping and egg and spoon races. Come
dressed in your best Fashions on the Field outfit and
pack some suitable running clothes for the races.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents
will not be able to attend the day as in previous years.
The canteen will also be available on this day, instead
of the usual Wednesday for this week.
HATS AND DRINK BOTTLES
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear
their broad brimmed hat this term. Please ensure that
your child’s hat is clearly labelled with their name. If
children do not have their hat they will be directed to
play under the large pavilion. Hats are available for
purchase from the Office for $10 or use our Qkr app.
Our bubble taps are still not available at this stage due
to COVID-19 restrictions. Please ensure that child
brings a labelled drink bottle to school each day.
DAY FOR DANIEL
Just a reminder that tomorrow is Big Hill PS Day for
Daniel. Students are encouraged to wear red and
make a gold coin donation to help raise funds for the
Daniel Morcombe Foundation. We will also be meeting
at Phillis Street from 8:30am to walk, ride or scoot to
school. If you can’t make the walk, you can do laps
around the oval instead.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating the School Value of ‘Responsibility’
by being helpful in the classroom and respecting
school property:
FSJ
FSP
FSN

Milly B
Makenzie B
Ethan M

Jen, Pauline, Nicole & Sharyn

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
MELBOURNE CUP
On Tuesday we will be participating in a modified
Melbourne Cup Fun Day. Our fashions on the field will
take place in classrooms, so we still encourage
students to dress up in their finest racing attire. Races
will take place in individual year levels.

CELEBRATIONS
The Junior Unit are currently studying celebrations. We
are looking at local, national, and celebrations from
around the world. As part of this we would love to see
some photos from your family celebrations. If you
would like to share some photos could you please
send them to your teacher via email or Class Dojo.
YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER
Just a reminder that notes went out last week. Could
you please ensure your child's permission note is
returned as soon as possible? If you need an extra
note contact your student's teacher or the Office.
Payment can be made using credit from the previously
cancelled incursion, CSEF, Qkr or over the phone by
card, sorry, still no cash accepted. Thank you.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For always displaying great effort and pride in their
writing pieces:
JC
JR

Willow W
Kelson G

Catherine & Rhys

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS
SWIMMING PROGRAM
Regretfully, we have decided to cancel our Middle Unit
Swimming Program. As we are yet to receive
clarification about indoor swimming pools, it will not be
possible to notify you four weeks prior to the program
commencing.
MELBOURNE CUP DAY
Next Tuesday, we will be conducting a mini Hat and
Fashion Parade in each classroom. This will be
followed by races on the oval during the morning
session. Please remember a change of clothes,
school hat and water bottle. Remember it is also a
Canteen day instead of the usual Wednesday.
DAY FOR DANIEL
Students are encouraged to wear a red item of clothing
and bring a gold coin donation tomorrow in recognition
of Day for Daniel. You can walk, bike or scoot to
school from 8:30am, or walk laps of the oval to raise
money.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Responsibility’:
MW
MR
MD

Sam H
Owen G
Felicia B

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean

SENIOR UNIT NEWS
YEAR 6 GRADUATION 2020
It is coming up to the time where we acknowledge and
celebrate the fantastic achievements of our Year 6
group. Obviously this is a big event for our Year 6’s
and due to current COVID-19 restrictions we have had
to adjust the celebration and plan based on the
restrictions as they are now, which means that we
cannot have parents on site for this event.
Whilst it is unfortunate that this has celebration cannot
go ahead as it has in the past, we need to be mindful
of the health and safety of our students, staff and
school community. We will be livestreaming the event
in some capacity to include parents on this important
day. There will be no cost to students for Graduation.
Graduation – Monday 14th December
12:30pm

1:00pm-1:45pm
1:45pm-2:15pm
2:15pm-3:15pm

Red carpet arrivals from the carparkstudents to be dropped off and walk
down the red carpet so that parents
can get photos and students can get
selfies.
Certificates & Award presentation
Lunch break- students to bring their own
Year 6 celebration

PREP PHOTO
Could families please send in a photo of their Year 6
student when they were in Prep? Thank you.
SENIOR UNIT BREAKUP
We have secured a booking for our break up on
Wednesday, 16th of December at the Faith Leech Pool.
We will be asking students to bring their own food and
drink bottles and will be spending the majority of the
day at the pool. Once we have been advised of costs,
we will send a note out to families.
2021 YEAR 6 GRADUATION SHIRTS
Thank you to all families for submitting timely
payments and notes for Graduation shirts. We will
keep you updated with the order process.
YEAR 7 TRANSITION
As yet, there has been no more information given to us
via the department of Education and Training in
regards to Year 7 transition. Once we are advised, we
will let families know.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For demonstrating respect during specialist programs:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Jaxson S
Addison M
Samantha C
Chelsea W

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

Before posting think…
Could we be harming family, friends or colleagues with the
information we are sharing with others online?

Kate’s Safe Travel Tips
How do you respect the privacy of others online?
Chances are you already have an online reputation, even if
you do not know it! I live with a self-admitted technophobe
who often boasts that he cannot be found online as he
doesn’t know how to use a computer. Recently he
overheard a family member commenting that you can find
everyone and anyone on Facebook. Unfortunately in his
bubble of digital unawareness his response was, because he
doesn’t use computers and social media, it means no one
can find him online!
Those of us who use the internet are becoming more aware
that we create an image of ourselves through the
information we share in blogs, comments, tweets,
snapshots, videos, and links.
Others add their own opinions (good or bad), which
contribute to our reputation.
What a lot of us don’t consider when we are making posts,
sharing photos or videos, is that we sometimes offer up
information about others without permission. For this
reason even if you don’t think you have a digital profile, it is
highly likely that you do have an online presence that you
may be unaware of!
Remember that by accident or by design we are all capable
of compromising the online privacy of someone else by
tagging, copying, and distributing that person’s photos or
video, or sharing the person’s personal information.

Always Think Before You Post!
Think








Regularly check your online profile

DIGITAL WORLD TRAVEL




Just, as we cannot guarantee risk free travel on the
highways, the air, or by sea, we cannot guarantee
100% risk free travel in the ever-expanding Digital
World.





However, we can try to help you limit the risks!

We talk a lot about keeping ourselves protected online;
the other side of the coin that we must also consider is
how to respect the privacy of others while online.

Will I compromise the privacy of someone else
online by tagging, copying, and distributing that
person’s photos or video, or sharing the person’s
personal information?
Is it ok if I share this information about someone
else?
Would I like someone else to share photos of
myself with strangers?
If it was me, would I like my information shared
with others I don’t know?
Will posting photos of others, impact on their
reputations and relationships?
Should I ask someone’s permission before posting
their photo or information, especially if it may seem
embarrassing?
Find out what is on the Internet about you.
Type your first and last name into several popular
search engines.
Search for images as well as text.
Try Google and Bing
These are just 2 popular search
engines, there are many others
that you can try as well.

Safe Travel 
Kate Dole, ICT Coordinator

CANTEEN NEWS

PARENTS & FRIENDS
MANGO DRIVE

The canteen will be open on Tuesday, 3rd November
instead of Wednesday, 4th November for that week
only, due to the Melbourne Cup Day.

MELBOURNE CUP DAY

THE CANTEEN WILL ALSO BE OPEN THIS DAY

FLEXISCHOOLS
ABSENCE NOTIFICATION
When you open the app, scroll down until you see this
menu.

Orders via Qkr app or over the phone to the School.
No order form required

READING AWARDS,
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AND BIG REWARD WINNER
PHOTOS
FSP Reading Awards
At the bottom right tap the green circle that says
MORE and you will then get this screen:

And from here you can submit your absence, or send
through a contact query.

FREE BREAKFAST CLUB
This resumes tomorrow morning – hope to see you all
there. It is open from 8:30am to 8:45am.
We have Cheerios, Weetbix and milk and fruit cups.
Fresh fruit will hopefully be available next week.

First Steps Stars of the Week

Junior Unit Students of the Week

Middle Unit Students of the Week

Senior Unit Students of the Week

JC Reading Awards

Big Reward Winners

REMEMBRANCE DAY POPPIES
These can be bought at school from next Monday.
Also, if anyone would like to support the RSL, they
will have a pop up stall in the front of the RSL, Station
Street, Kangaroo Flat on Monday, 9th and Tuesday,
10th November between 10am & 4pm
Poppies range in price from $2.00 to $5.00

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Dear Parent/Guardian,
We will be holding the Day for Daniel FUNraiser this year on Friday, 30th October. We’re doing it in
support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, with funds helping them achieve their mission of keeping kids
safe in Australia!
Big Hill PS Day for Daniel Friday, 30th October
Wear Red and Walk, Scoot and Ride to School. Event is only open to students from Big Hill PS




OR WEAR RED AND WALK AT SCHOOL – 13 LAPS OF THE OVAL

Wear red on the day and make a gold coin donation.
Meet at Phillis Street from 8:20am – 8:40am and walk, scoot and ride to school.
Or arrive at school and join in the walk on the oval 13 laps is approximately the same distance (only
walking on the oval).
 Classroom activities centred around child safety thanks to the Foundation.
 Everyone can enjoy a free frozen ice treat at 1st break (thanks for participating and having fun with
friends).
 We’re walking to school and wearing red in support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, helping
them achieve their mission of keeping kids safe in Australia.
Wearing red and walking, scooting and riding to school give opportunities for fundraising all money goes to
the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. Unfortunately, this year only children at BHPS can participate (not
family members).
How Does My Child Fundraise?
All fundraising is completed online, so please create your profile at d4dFUNraiser.com.au. Share your link
through social media, email and even text. As a bonus, all donations are tax deductable!
For raising just $10, students will receive a reward for their effort. The more they raise, the better the
reward!
Remember, the money raised will help the Daniel Morcombe Foundation raise awareness, so please share
your fundraising link far, wide and often! It will guarantee the best results.
About the Day for Daniel FUNraiser
The Day for Daniel FUNraiser promotes awareness for child safety while raising funds for the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation. The Foundation works tirelessly to educate communities on child safety strategies
and support victims of crime involving children. We’re supporting by holding a Day for Daniel FUNraiser
and we hope you will support us by participating in the fundraising and organise for children to wear red on
the 30th October.
What will the money raised go towards?
This year the Foundation is hoping to raise $150,000, which will allow them to create a new educational
program called ‘Keeping Safe With Morky’. This program can educate millions of Australian children, so
we hope we can help them get there! If not, the money raised certainly won’t be wasted. In fact, $1,000
provides counselling for one young victim of crime, $2,000 - funds 20 schools with resources to help Keep
Kids Safe and $25,000 funds the creation of one Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson, which is free for
everyone and educates children on relevant child safety.
Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE
Make sure you keep an eye on the website, as it will tell you when to order your prizes. If you have any
questions, please call the FUNraiser team on 1800 386 786.
Thank you, good luck and happy fundraising!

