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CALENDAR 

Friday, 16th October  Placement Requests for 2021 due at the Office-guidelines included within 

Tuesday, 20th October  School Council Meeting 

Thursday, 22nd October Due date for 2021 Year 6 grad top orders 

Friday, 23rd October AFL Grand Final Public Holiday 
Wednesday, 28th October Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday 
Friday, 30th October  Day for Daniel walk to school day – wear red and make a gold coin donation 
Tuesday, 3rd November  Melbourne Cup Day – modified version – unfortunately no parents on site 
Friday, 27th November  Last day for applications for CSEF (EXTENDED – more information enclosed) 
Monday, 14th December  Year 6 Graduation (modified ceremony, more information to follow) 

Thursday, 17th December Curriculum Day 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 
Week 2 has been really busy and productive with children and staff falling back into routines. The focus this term is on 
the basics, so lots of work on English and Maths is in order… as well as ensuring children are transitioning back into 
normal routines and are travelling nicely, wellbeing-wise. It will take extra time for some, so don’t be too concerned if 
you notice your child is struggling to leave you of a morning, seems tired at the end of the day, is emotional, over-
stimulated etc. If you think about it, our children have just left the comfort of home and many of them had an adult 
working 1:1 with them every day… this is very different to what happens at school with a teacher to 21 plus students. 
 

OUR FOCUS THIS TERM… 
As outlined last newsletter and above, Term 4 is often full of events and celebrations. Due to the impact of COVID-19 
and disruption of FACE TO FACE learning, we need to work hard on the important things. This means that a lot of the 
usual things don’t occur – which is disappointing, but also very understandable. Rather than compare this term to 
other ends of the year, you will see a term that is settled class wise, has some events organised, but is very much 
centred around the child. Sadly, involvement from the community can’t occur due to restrictions, so this means our 
families (ie. mums, dads, grandparents, older siblngs etc) can’t be involved until it is safe to do so. Remember that our 
main focus areas continue to be LITERACY AND NUMERACY, TRANSITIONS (particularly for new Preps and Year 
6’s departing) and WELLBEING. 
 

LONG WEEKEND COMING UP 
Next Friday, 23rd October is a public holiday for the AFL Grand Final. This will create a long weekend for all of us at 
Big Hill PS. With next week being a 4 day week and the following week the same, due to Bendigo Cup, we will be 
working hard to make the most of the days at school. Please make note of next Friday as a public holiday, as there will 
be no staff on site and the school will be closed. 
 

BOOK WEEK 
Next week is the rescheduling of Book Week. Due to this, we will be celebrating Book Week in our classes, enjoying 
quality literature and talking about books in general. When in the library, children also have the chance to see and 
read some of the books shortlisted this year. We would normally have a parade during Book Week, but due to the 
upcoming Melbourne Cup dress up day, we have decided not to run one due to duplication of dress up days in Term 
4. We will celebrate with great books and lots of reading instead. 
 

OPERATIONAL CHANGES FOR TERM 4 - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW... 
By now, you would understand what is required of you to keep our children, our staff and yourselves safe. To ensure 
you are aware of all that is required, please note the following points: 

 Adults (other than our staff) are not supposed to be on site during Term 4 – please ensure you drop your 
child/ren off at school and depart. Do not congregate outside school exit / entry points – social distance and 
ensure you wear a face mask. If you have to come on site, please ensure you do not enter buildings or linger 
long. Contact with teachers can occur over the phone, via email, Dojo, Webex etc, 

 Children will be dismissed in a staggered way during Term 4 – Prep, Year 1/2’s will be dismissed at 3:05pm 
(along with older siblings). Please be ready to pick children up at this earlier time. Years 3 – 6 will be 
dismissed at 3:15pm. The Ravenswood bus will depart earlier at 3:05pm, but will not leave children 
unattended at bus stops if arriving early and no adult is present. The Kangaroo Flat bus will run as normal –
children will just stay on site with a yard duty teacher until the bus arrives, 

 

 

mailto:big.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.bighillps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BigHillPrimarySchool/


 

 Whilst the Office is open, please follow social distancing regulations in the foyer by waiting outside until invited 
in, or when there are fewer than 2 families waiting. Instead of approaching the usual counter, a table has been 
set up in the foyer with a bell to attract attention, 

 Our OSHC program will run normally each morning and afternoon – bookings made in the usual way through 
the Office / Janet Dean Janet.Dean@education.vic.gov.au. Please email Janet your requirements for Term 4, 

 Our school canteen is open and providing delicious lunches as normal, all within COVID-SAFE guidelines. 
Please order via our Qkr app, or call the Office and pay with card – cashless payments only. Thank you, 

 Our school crossing supervisor has returned to the Calder Highway crossing - so your children can walk home 
safely and cross the road securely with the guidance of Wendy, our Crossing Supervisor. Please welcome her 
back as you use the crossing, 

 Drink bottles must be sent to school each day – we don’t have bubble taps in operation due to COVID-19 
concerns. If children do not come with a drink bottle, we endeavour to provide them with a plastic cup for the 
day, 

 All children should be in full uniform – including wearing a hat in Term 4. 
 

SUNSMART – HATS IN TERM 4 AND UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
Please ensure your child comes with their broad brimmed school hat. No hat, no play. If you have lost your child’s hat 
or need a replacement, we stock hats at the Office and they cost $10. You can order them via the Qkr app under 
payments/donations and we will fit your child’s head, write their name on it and give it out, usually the day after 
ordering. School jumpers should also be worn - we should not be seeing jumpers with logos or local sports clubs at 
school. Please check that your child is in full uniform before they depart each day. 
 
FEELING SICK? FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS? 
If your child reports to you that they have any flu-like symptoms, sore throat, runny nose,loss of smell or taste, cough, 
sneezing etc, then please leave them at home. By law, your child must not come to school if they are feeling unwell in 
any of the ways outlined. It can be a burden having to stay home with unwell children, but in current times, you will 
need to. For adults visiting the school for pick up etc, please ensure you stay off site if feeling unwell.  
 

This week, Week 2 of Term 4, there have been quite a few students and staff unwell with cold-like conditions. Staff 
and families have done the right thing and stayed off site and been tested. To date, we have remained COVID free. 
Your support in ensuring this continues is greatly appreciated by keeping children home when you or your children are 
unwell. 
 
FACE MASKS 
All adults attending on site, whether staff, parent or other have to wear a FITTED face mask under new Victorian law – 
this won’t change in Term 4. Teachers and Education Support Officers can remove them when teaching or working 
directly with a child to instruct. Please ensure you have a mask on when out of your car, on site etc. Children do not 
have to wear masks in Primary Schools, even those who are 12, however, they are more than welcome to wear one if 
they feel safer. 
 
KINDER – PREP ENROLMENT 
If you have not enrolled your child for Prep, 2021… please contact the Office / Janet Dean as soon as possible. For 
parents wanting to organise a tour, we are unable to provide school tours currently due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
When a time arrives when this can be done safely, we will advise on our website. 
 
MOVING AT THE START OF 2021 OR THE END OF 2020? 
It's quite common for families to move interstate or to other locations over summer. If you know this is happening for 
your child/ren, please advise the Office ASAP. This helps with planning for 2021. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEXT WEEK 
Our next meeting is via Webex next Tuesday, 20th October. Finance at 6:30pm and General Meeting at 7:00pm. 
Documentation has begun to be emailed, with my Principals Report due to you by tomorrow afternoon. Hopefully we 
can get all school councillors to attend, as we have to pass some important policies and need a quorum. 
 
MELBOURNE CUP  
If you have been at Big Hill PS for a few years, you would know that our Melbourne Cup Day is a big deal. This year, 
we can’t involve families, however… plan to run the day for the children. We also plan to open the canteen on the 
Tuesday so children can order lunch – since parents can’t bring it. We will have to run the day differently also with the 
children, as we are not allowed to mix them up either… but believe it will work well and the children will still enjoy it. 
Apologies that we can’t have you on site, but regulations do not allow us to do so. 
 
DOGS ON GROUNDS 
Please endeavour to not visit the grounds with dogs, particularly large ones. Whilst owners might know the dog is calm 
and friendly, some of our children don’t know this and are often petrified when seeing them in the yard. To be honest, 
there is no need to even be in the grounds. Perhaps enjoy walking your dog, but wait well away from exit points so as 
not to scare some of our students.  Thank you. 
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SNAKE SEASON 
Whilst we have not had a snake at school recently, they have been seen in the area, including crossing the highway 
between the school and Phillis Street. Grass continues to grow and is long, due to the warm weather, rain and sun. At 
school, we are non-stop mowing and trying to keep up with the growth, however, not all areas along the paths to 
school are the same. To be cautious is the best way – talk to your child about snakes…not to be scared of them, but to 
be on the lookout – and ready to move away from them when they are seen. Discuss sensibly that they generally 
move away when they hear people coming… and are not a threat when walking on the paths and ensuring eyes are 
on the lookout. 
 

TRANSITIONS 
Both Kinder-Prep Transitions and Year 6-7 Transitions are up in the air at the moment. Depending on restrictions, 
transition programs could look very different. For new Kinder children, we have some of our Prep teachers visiting 
children at their kinder in the coming weeks. We are also following regulations and looking into visits 5 at a time. 
Families involved in such an approach will be contacted directly to organise. Regarding Year 6-7, our teachers are 
already sharing data around children academically and socially... however, some of the early transition visits have 
been cancelled due to restrictions, such as Crusoe’s Treasure Hunt. Some schools are finding ways to do this online… 
so as we are made aware of changes, we will ensure you know. Hopefully you are kept in the loop directly by your 
2021 school. If you child is PSD funded, or has a diagnosed need, visits to your school can be organised where it 
would be seen as benefit to your child. 
 

STAFFING 
We continue to operate without a Chaplain for the current period of time, with Korus Connect currently recruiting for a 
replacement. This has left us understaffed in the area of wellbeing, so some of our staff are taking on additional roles 
to support children and families where possible. Kate Dole, as you know, has been working remotely for the start of 
this term and will now continue for Week 3 and 4. During Week 3 and 4, Leisha Morrison will continue teaching the 5/6 
class in Kate’ absence.  
 

CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY 
Included in our newsletter is our CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY. Please understand the process of putting in requests 
to me around placement of your child/ren in 2021. You have a deadline to meet… and protocols to follow when 
requesting. All of our teachers are great choices, so consider carefully how you put in writing your child’s needs for 
2021. Past conversations or requests are not valid now. If you want me to consider your request, please ensure you 
have put your request in writing to me by the specified date. Beyond that date, I cannot consider your request. Whilst 
you don’t know the current class structures, you can predict what might be likely based on class structures… or what 
they could be. Teachers, whilst they might work in a particular Year level now, may also change to another Unit also… 
or even change school… so we make no promises. I’m sure you understand this. Requests must be made in writing to 
me by TOMORROW, Friday, 16th October. 
 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
On Tuesday, all parents were emailed a personal link to the PARENT OPINION SURVEY. The password given was 
one digit short. Please use 215042 when connecting via the link in your email. If you did not receive an email, your 
contact details at the Office may be wrong or we have an old email on file. Please advise your new email so we can 
send you the email and link. We’d love all families to respond to the survey about Big Hill PS and the recent Remote 
and Flexible Learning period. Looking forward to seeing how you think we did as a school during the year that has 
been 2020. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Ruby H, Piper H, Tyrone D, Chelsea B, Mikayla F & Benjamin M. 
 

As we approach Week 3, I hope that everyone is beginning to enjoy a little normality with school routines etc.  Have a 
wonderful Friday and a super weekend. 
 

Until next week… 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 

BRICKS 4 KIDZ 
It was fantastic to have the Bricks 4 Kidz incursion on 
Monday. It was great for children to take part and enjoy 
this extra-curricular activity after the challenges 2020 
has presented us with.  All children had fun while 
working as a team, following instructions and creating 
a motorised aeroplane. Bricks 4 Kidz robotics with 
Lego was a great introduction to coding concepts. 
Children embraced their creativity and utilised their 
problem solving skills.  
 

HATS 
Just a reminder that all students are required to wear 
their broad brimmed hats this term while outside. 
Please ensure that your child’s hat is clearly labelled 
with their name. If children do not have their hat they 
will be asked to play in the shade under the rotunda. 
Hats are available for purchase from the office for a 
cost of $10 each, or via our Qkr app.  
 
DRINK BOTTLES 
Our bubble taps are still not available at this stage due 
to COVID19 restrictions. Please ensure that your child 
brings a labelled drink bottle to school each day.  
 



 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
For displaying excellent teamwork and problem solving 
skills during our Bricks 4 Kidz Robotic Lego program: 
 

FSJ Jarryn S 
FSP Rhett C 
FSN Benji S 
 

Jen, Pauline, Nicole & Sharyn 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

BRICKS 4 KIDZ 
Junior Unit had a fantastic time Monday morning taking 
part in the Bricks 4 Kidz incursion. Students built a 
theme park ride using Lego and small motor, and as 
you can see in the photos produced some impressive 
creations! 
 

READING DIARIES 
Now we are back in the routine of on site learning, it is 
important that students are remembering to bring their 
reading bags with their reading diaries inside back to 
school. Students should be bringing their diaries home 
every night and back to school every day to ensure 
teachers can keep track of home reading. 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating our School Values, as well as 
showing lots of creativity during the Bricks 4 Kidz 
incursion: 
 

JC Isla G 
JR Tyler W 
 

Catherine & Rhys 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
It is Melbourne Cup Day on Tuesday, 3rd November. 
This year at Big Hill PS, there will be awards given for 
the Best Hat and Best Dressed in each classroom. The 
Middle Unit Picnic Races and Long Distance 
Championship Races will be held during the morning 
session. Although not our traditional Family Fun Day, 
students will still have the opportunity to participate in 
Fashions in the Classroom and a variety of running 
races.  The canteen will also be running this day. 
 

HOMEWORK 
Just a reminder that next week, the Middle Unit 
homework booklets are due back to school on 
Thursday, 22nd October, due to the Public Holiday on 
Friday. The weekly spelling test will also be conducted 
on the Thursday. 
 

READING NIGHTS 
We encourage all the students to keep up their home 
reading. Please ensure an ongoing record of the nights 
read in the Student Diaries. The goal this year is to 
achieve 225 nights of reading. 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
For displaying the School Value of ‘Respect’: 
 

MW Tiffany H 
MR Jacob V 
MD Chelsea A 
 

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean 
 

 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

HOMEWORK TERM 4 
This term, in order to support families and students in 
the Senior Unit, we are giving students the option to 
complete homework each week.  We are continuing to 
provide spelling and maths homework in the form of 
spelling words from targeted lists and access to 
activities via Essential Assessment: Sunset Maths for 
all students but it will be not considered mandatory for 
students to complete weekly.   
 

We feel that with the strain of COVID-19 impacting 
families in our community, including that of student 
emotional & mental health, that creating an opportunity 
to complete homework as optional would support 
families in this time.   
 

Please keep in mind that all students will have work 
given to them but it is up to students and families to 
decide whether it can be completed in the week that it 
is due.  Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher 
for any concerns or questions.  
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS 2020 
Unfortunately due to the COVID-19 situation, School 
Nurse run Personal Development sessions will not be 
running this year, this includes the bi-annual Mother / 
Daughter, Father / Son session for the Senior Unit. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please find the 
following resources provided by the School Nurse 
team to support;  
 

Resources  
Catching on Early: 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPa
ge?ObjectId=ee5cfd49-48e7-4698-a06d-
37e2e21cbbd9&SearchScope=All 
 

Family Planning Victoria 
https://www.fpv.org.au/schools OR 
http://rse.fpv.org.au/the-program/develop-deliver-
program/ 
 

FPV also have suggestion statements for answering 
difficult questions.  Regarding inclusiveness, FPV state 
“when talking about bodies we often talk about what is 
typical for girls / women or boys / men but it is 
important to note that this is not true for all people or 
bodies.” 
 

Clickview: 
https://www.clickview.com.au/education-victoria/ 
 

Other clips you can use: 
https://online.clickview.com.au/exchange/videos/31417
/puberty 
‘My Great Big Adventure’ series have many topics 
including self-esteem, school, bullying, failure, 
boyfriend and girlfriend 
 

Kidshelpline https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 
Reach Out https://schools.au.reachout.com/ 
Smiling Minds https://www.smilingmind.com.au/ 
 

Menstruation resources: 
https://sustainableperiodproject.org/ 
https://www.ubykotex.com.au/teachers 
http://www.amaze.org.au/2019/03/amaze-launches-autism-
accessible-menstruation-resources/ 
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SENIOR UNIT BREAK UP 
We have begun organising our Senior Unit Break Up 
for Wednesday, 16th December, however we wanted to 
communicate with families that the break up will look a 
little different due to COVID-19 and restrictions.  
Please stay tuned for further information.  
 
YEAR 6 GRADUATION 
As with the SU Break Up, the Year 6 Graduation will 
also look a little different this year.  Whilst we are still in 
the organising stage, we are expecting that certain 
measures that are in place at the moment due to 
COVID-19 will still be in effect.  With this in mind, we 
wanted to let Year 6 students and their families know 
early that the following will need to be adhered to in 
order to run a safe graduation ceremony;  
 

 The Graduation ceremony will still be held on 
Monday 14th December, 

 No parents will be allowed on site at this stage 
and if this is the case, we will be organising a 
recording / live stream of the award 
presentations, 

 Obviously, with this in mind, our usual 
photographer and presenters from external 
organisations will not be allowed on site as 
well, 

 The ceremony will not be catered for in respect 
to shared finger food (hot and cold), drinks for 
graduation attendees.  

 There will be no cost for the graduation. 
 
We are still waiting to receive advice from the 
Department of Education and Training in regards to 
COVID-19 guidelines, and will let Year 6 students and 
parents know what is happening once we have more 
information.  
 
Please know that we will do our best to ensure that the 
Graduation ceremony is a special occasion for our 
Year 6 students. 
 
PREP PHOTO 
Could families please send in a photo of their Year 6 
student when they were in Prep?  Thank you. 
 
2021 YEAR 6 GRADUATION SHIRTS 
Year 5 Students were given notes last week for the 
order of their Graduation Shirts for next year.  Please 
read carefully and order for expected growth next year. 
Strictly no orders beyond Thursday, 22nd October.  
 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
For demonstrating GEM principles: 
 

SA Jaxon C 
SB Hugo G 
SK Ebon M 
SL Ayman M 
 
Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta 
 

ART ROOM NEWS & PHOTOS 

 
DONATIONS 
If any families have some clean, empty 1.25 or 1.5 litre 
PET bottles they no longer need, could they please be 
sent to the Office?  Thank you. 
 
 

 
PHOTOS 
This week, Spring has sprung in the art room with 
pictures by FS Pauline. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

DIGITAL WORLD TRAVEL 

 

Just, as we cannot guarantee risk free travel on 

the highways, the air, or by sea, we cannot 

guarantee 100% risk free travel in the ever-

expanding Digital World. 
 

However, we can try to help you limit the risks! 
When your child spends time on a device, do you know what 
he or she is doing or who he or she is communicating with? 
A study by the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children revealed that, while a majority of parents reported 
that they talked to their children about Internet use and 
established rules for the safe use of the computer, less than 
half of them regularly checked their child's activity on the 
Internet. In addition, over half of the children surveyed did 
not need parental permission to use the Internet and didn't 
have any restrictions as to the number of hours they could 
spend on the Internet. 
 
Kate’s Safe Travel Tips 
Keeping our children safe online is one of the biggest issues 
we face as parents and teachers in our digital world. 
 
Many parents have a false sense of security regarding 
Internet use because they view the computer as a safe 
educational tool. They believe that because their children 
are at home, and often in their own rooms, they are safe 
from harm. Unfortunately, this is not always true. As in all 
areas of your child's life, you need to stay involved, keep the 
lines of communication open about Internet activities and 
develop rules of and for safety.  
 
Remind your Children that they should: Never give out 
personal information on the Internet, such as their address, 
telephone number, the name or location of their school, or 
their parents' names.  
Websites, popups or other online services may ask children 
for information in order to enter special contests or to 
obtain free gifts. Other websites won't allow access unless 
the user gives them personal information. Children seem to 
be more trusting online and will often fill these forms in 
without thinking about what they are actually doing. 
However, once personal information is given, it is important 
that your children understand that their privacy can be 
compromised. Their names could end up on a sales 
database, or worse, the information could be used to harm 
or exploit them.  
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Take the time to look at the websites your children are 
visiting, have a conversation about protecting privacy. The 
best way to educate your child about online safety is to 
educate yourself. The more familiar you are with the sites 
and games, their privacy settings, recommended age 
restrictions, and who they are interacting with, the easier it 
is to have those safety chats. Talk about ways to not only 
stay safe but also how to respond to anything that happens 
that may concern them. Let them know they can talk to 
you or another adult they can 
trust. 
 

Safe Travel   
Kate Dole  
ICT Coordinator 
 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY 

 

 
THE CANTEEN WILL ALSO BE OPEN THIS DAY 

 

FLEXIBUZZ APP NOW 

FLEXISCHOOLS APP 

 

Our new communication app – Flexischools – is up 
and running.  Parents will need to download the new 
app, enter your children, but you can only add them by 
their section of the school, not home groups sorry. The 
choices are Foundation (FSJ, FSN & FSP), Junior 
School (JC and JR), Middle School (MD, MR & MW) 
and Senior School (SA, SB, SK & SL). 
 

Please disregard the payment side of the app, we are 
still using Qkr for that purpose.  Unfortunately, the app 
doesn’t allow for submitting of absences, so you will 
need to email, text or call the school directly to notify 
us of an absence. 
 

You may still receive Flexibuzz posts for a short time, 
but it will be phased out and you will need to download 
Flexischools.  Apologies for any inconvenience. 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

 
Issue 7 is now available online to peruse and order.  
Please have orders (all online, no cash orders 
accepted, sorry) completed by Monday 26th October. 
 

 
Please note that you can opt to have the order 
delivered directly to your house for a fee, otherwise the 
order will come to the school and be handed out to 
your child unless you ask us to hold it for you to collect. 
 

There are some great books and Christmas ideas in 
this issue, so have a look by visiting: 
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/ 
 

FREE BREAKFAST CLUB NEWS 

 

The Breakfast Club is on again TOMORROW and 
EVERY FRIDAY! 
 

It is a grab ‘n go setup from 8:30am to 8:45am. We are 
able to offer Weebix, Cheerios, fruit cup and milk.  
Hopefully, fresh fruit will be available soon. 
 

See you all there! 
 

READING AWARDS AND 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

PHOTOS 
 

FSJ Reading Awards 

 
 

FSN Reading Awards 

 
 

FSP Reading Awards 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/


 
First Steps Stars of the Week 

 
 

JC Reading Awards 

 
 

JR Reading Awards 

 
 

Junior Unit Students of the Week 

 
 
 

 
Middle Unit Students of the Week 

 
 

Senior Unit Students of the Week 

 
 

BRICKS 4 KIDZ PHOTOS 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 



 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
The Parents Victoria Conference is attended by 

parents, School Councillors and school staff  
from all over Victoria 

 

PV Online Conference: Monday, 19th October 
 

Brave New World: 
Changes, challenges and opportunities for families & 

schools 
The Conference will cover mental health issues, the 

role of Family Engagement Officers in schools 
and the future of schooling post COVID.  

 
This year's conference will take place on Zoom and is 

free of charge, but registration is essential. 
 

PROGRAM 
10:00am 
Opening 

Education Minister James Merlino will open the 
conference 

 

10:50am: 
Annual General Meeting 

Including Life Membership presentations.  
 

11:15am: 
Re-setting the foundations for good mental health for 

families post COVID 
Presenter: Dr Stephen Carbone, Executive Director, 

Prevention United 
 

12:00pm: 
Family Engagement Officers in schools 

Presenter: Dori Ellington, Community Engagement 
Officer at Whittington Primary School 

 

12:10pm: 
Connected Schools Communities: The Next School 

Improvement Frontier 
Presenter: Adam Voigt, Director, Real Schools 

 

1:10pm:  
Closing 

A wrap of the day's proceedings, including potential 
future PV forums. 

 

1:15pm: 
Conference ends 

 
Please register by 17 October at the latest. 

 
Participants will be emailed a Zoom link on 18 

October. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeV7k2lC
QlPY4cTlSkCpCXOOcD4g4ZARvyG7EpJMKJzQ81zp

Q/viewform 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY 
 

Purpose 

To create the best possible learning environment, which is equitable, to all students and their families. 

 

Guidelines 

1. That the underlying principles are educational and in the best interests of all children. 

2. That involvement in the process is within the framework of specified criteria. 

3. That the final responsibility for class placement and/or pupil movement remains primarily with the 

Principal/delegate 

 

Implementation 

1. The specified criteria for movement of a child from one class to another are as follows: 
 

 Special needs of children (i.e. emotional. psychological, behavioural, disabilities) 

 Equitable distribution of children (i.e. learning, gender, behaviour considerations) 

 Within unit requests (i.e. for children to be placed or not placed within a class for family groupings). 

 Flexibility in grouping will be encouraged in movement between units or year levels. 

 Children should have at least one friend accompany him or her to the next class. 

 Parents of a pre-school child are provided with the opportunity to indicate a friend with whom they 

would like their child placed as part of the enrolment process. 

 

2. People who may be involved in the class selection process are as follows: 
 

 The child’s class teacher. 

 The school’s transition teachers. 

 Parent(s) of a special needs child. 

 Parent(s) who have views regarding family grouping. 

 Other staff involved in the child’s education, such as specialists who have specific special needs 

information. 

 Pre-school staff. 

 First Steps, Junior Unit, Middle Unit and Senior Unit staff. 

 The Principal. 

 

3. Parents are to write to the Principal stating any educational considerations by Friday, 16th October. 
 

 Records of decisions which have been made regarding placement of children for various reasons, 

especially behaviour, will be kept. 

 The Principal/delegate will be responsible for keeping this information. 

 All requests will receive either a verbal or written reply so parents understand staff reasons for 

student placement. 

 

4. If there has been an on-going concern during the year and there has been contact between the parent, 

teacher and Principal, a child could be moved to another class in the following year. This action should 

take place only after discussions with the Principal/delegate and the involved parties. 

 

5. In the event of new students altering the class structure or dynamics some children may need to be 

moved to another class early in the school year. 

 

Student enrolment numbers will be a major factor in determining class structures. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

 

 

 

We will be holding the Day for Daniel FUNraiser this year on the Friday, 30th October.  We’re doing it in 

support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, with funds helping them achieve their mission of keeping kids 

safe in Australia!   

Big Hill PS Day for Daniel Friday 30th October 

Wear Red and Walk, Scoot and Ride to School 

Event is only open to students from Big Hill PS 

 
 Wear red on the day and make a gold coin donation. 

 Meet at Phillis Street from 8:20am – 8:40am and walk, scoot and ride to school.  

 Classroom activities centred around child safety thanks to the Foundation. 

 Everyone can enjoy a free frozen ice treat at 1st break (as thanks for participating and having fun with 

friends). 

 We’re walking to school and wearing red in support of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation, helping 

them achieve their mission of keeping kids safe in Australia. 

 

Wearing red and walking, scooting and riding to school give opportunities for fundraising all money goes to 

the Daniel Morcombe Foundation.  Unfortunately, this year only children at BHPS can participate (not 

family members). 

 

How Does My Child Fundraise? 

All fundraising is completed online, so please create your profile at d4dFUNraiser.com.au.  Share your link 

through social media, email and even text.  As a bonus, all donations are tax deductable!  For raising just 

$10, students will receive a reward for their effort.  The more they raise, the better the reward!  Remember, 

the money raised will help the Daniel Morcombe Foundation raise awareness, so please share your 

fundraising link far, wide and often!  It will guarantee the best results.  

 

About the Day for Daniel FUNraiser  

The Day for Daniel FUNraiser promotes awareness for child safety while raising funds for the Daniel 

Morcombe Foundation.  The Foundation works tirelessly to educate communities on child safety strategies 

and support victims of crime involving children.  We’re supporting by holding a Day for Daniel FUNraiser 

and we hope you will support us by participating in the fundraising and organise for children to wear red on 

Friday, 30th October. 

 

What will the money raised go towards? 
This year the Foundation is hoping to raise $150,000, which will allow them to create a new educational 

program called ‘Keeping Safe With Morky’.  This program can educate millions of Australian children, so 

we hope we can help them get there!  If not, the money raised certainly won’t be wasted.  In fact, $1,000 

provides counselling for one young victim of crime, $2,000 - funds 20 schools with resources to help Keep 

Kids Safe and $25,000 funds the creation of one Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson, which is free for 

everyone and educates children on relevant child safety. 

 

Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE  
Make sure you keep an eye on the website, as it will tell you when to order your prizes.  If you have any 

questions, please call the FUNraiser team on 1800 386 786.  

 

 

Thank you, good luck and happy fundraising! 

http://www.d4dfunraiser.com.au/

