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CALENDAR 
Friday, 8th May   Scholastic Book Club LOOP orders due online (these will be delivered to school for parents to collect) 
Wednesday, 20th May  Year 5/6 Camp Deposit of $100 due 
Wednesday, 24th June  Year 5/6 Camp Second Instalment of $80 due 
Friday, 26th June   Last day for Term 2 
Monday, 13th July   First day for Term 3 
Wednesday, 22nd July  Year 5/6 Camp Third Instalment of $80 due 
Wednesday, 12th August  Year 5/6 Camp Final Instalment of $60 due 
Wednesday, 2nd September  Year 5/6 Camp departs – proposed date, subject to restrictions 
 

School Organisation 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians,  
Week 3 has almost come and gone, with over 90% of our students working from home.  We thank you all for doing 
such a great job of this… following the medical advice of IF CHILDREN CAN LEARN FROM HOME, THEY MUST 
LEARN FROM HOME.  Yes it is hard work and children don’t want to sit and do learning in the home environment, but 
we appreciate you putting on the strong parent hat and insisting children do what is set.  Please try, where possible, to 
do what your teacher sets as the learning is sequenced… and based on what your child needs and is part of the 
curriculum expectations nationally etc. 
 

HOW LONG? 
Again – the media is making this newsworthy on a daily basis – when will schools return?  Well, sadly, the work we are 
all doing seems to be being dismissed – schools have been working since the start of Term 2… delivering remote 
learning to the majority and some on site for the small few.  Schools don’t need to return – they already are in full 
swing… it just looks differently… like everything else in our lives. Until our Premier (Daniel Andrews), Education 
Minister (James Merlino) or Victorian Chief Medical Advisor (Prof Brett Sutton) say differently, we remain remote. 
Please don’t be confused… if things change suddenly, I will update you via Facebook, Flexibuzz and on our webpage. 
To be clear – the advice for Victorians is HAVE YOUR CHILDREN LEARNING FROM HOME and only at school IF 
YOU HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE. 
 

DONGLES, DEVICES ETC 
These “promised” devices have not arrived yet.  I have shared instead some details on our website under ‘FAMILY 
ACCESS TO INTERNET’ of how to get additional data from your provider (ie. Telstra, Optus) and for those who 
indicated the need for a device at home, the school has made arrangements with these families directly.  When I do 
receive resources from the Department, I will be sure to contact those families who let me know they need this 
support. 
 

REMOTE LEARNING 
As outlined, you are doing a great job!  Working from home is the best thing for everyone, even if it’s hard!  We know 
it’s hard, because our supervisors at school are also doing the same, but with ten children at once.  Teachers are not 
teaching at school…they are working remotely.  When a child attends school, they are supervised, just as you would 
at home.  They are getting nothing more…so with that in mind, the best ratio is for you and your child to work 
together…or even you and your three children.  Learning set is around 2 and a half hours a day.  If you can get the 
literacy and numeracy done, with some exercise thrown in…that is brilliant!  Some of our specialist classes are also 
quite easy to follow.  Keep up the good work! 
 

The following platforms are working successfully – please check in daily to find out what your child should be doing: 
 

https://firststepsunitbhps.edublogs.org/ 
For children in Pauline, Nicole and Jen’s classes – Prep and Year 1 
 

https://juniorunitbhps.edublogs.org/2020/03/24/welcome-to-our-remote-learning-blog/ 
For children in Rhys or Catherine’s classes – Year 1 & 2 
 

https://34bighill.edublogs.org/sample-page/ 
For children in Dean, Wendy and Renae/Sandra’s classes – Year 3 & 4 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/learnchinesebendigo/home 
For children Prep – Year 6 to access their Chinese lesson each week 
 

Our Senior Unit Students are working through Showbie – instructions for children and families from Lauren/Roberta, 
Brett, Zoe and Kate’s classes have been shared.  If you have access issues, please contact the teacher via email. 
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ON SITE SUPERVISION 
On site supervision is a last resort.  It should only be used when a family have exhausted all avenues to provide care 
of their children utilising family, friends, changing work hours, rostered days off etc.  The direction by law is clear.  
Please respect this and use our on site supervision only when you have to.  We will review cases of on site attendance 
in light of guidance as it changes.  To organise your child to work on site, please contact Matthew Pearce by phone to 
discuss – this must occur prior to your first use of the service.  Parents using the service will be provided with the 
correct documentation to use.  Care must be booked for the upcoming week by close of business, Thursdays.  No late 
applications after 5pm will be accepted in line with guidelines.  As staff are generally not on site, attendance 
numbers must be known to enable the school to hire in supervisors on Friday for the week ahead.  Thanks for your 
cooperation. 
 
UNWELL? 
If your child is unwell, you are unwell etc. please act accordingly and get tested… Please do not come on site until you 
have clearance – and your child is cleared as well.  We need to keep our service running.  This means we all need to 
be vigilant.  This week we have started temperature testing each child and staff member on site in the morning and the 
afternoon.  If a child registers a temperature spike, you will be contacted directly and must, according to the legal 
document signed, arrange to pick your child up as soon as possible.   
 

On site supervision is made as safe as possible, but following a recent outbreak in a childcare centre in NSW, you can 
understand why we want children picked up straight away.  Whilst numbers of unwell are lowering, there are still cases 
and outbreaks…and where outbreaks occur, many exposures occur… so to keep our children on site and staff on site 
safe… stay home if you are sick and be available to come on site if your child falls ill whilst being supervised on site. 
 
VISITS TO THE SCHOOL 
If you have to come on site, please follow social distancing rules to keep our staff safe.  Visits should only be to the 
Office area.  General school grounds are out-of-bounds, unless prior arrangement has been made.  We need to keep 
our grounds safe for those limited staff and children on site.  As mentioned above, playgrounds are closed, as are 
drink stations.  These are used out-of-hours and can’t be hygienically cleaned for the protection of those on site 
Monday to Friday. 
 
SOCIAL INTERACTION 
It’s important for your child not to feel isolated.  Our learning platforms are purely set to ensure parents and children 
can work from home.  They are not designed to socialise.  Can we ask families to organise alternative ways to stay in 
touch with close friends – maybe your child can phone a friend, face time, use Skype, Messenger etc.  Ideally, if your 
child has friendships, you will most likely know the family and can reach out.  If you need help with this, we can email a 
parent your details if you give us permission to do so.  Beyond that, we will leave contact up to you and your child to 
organise social chats. 
 
ANZAC DAY 
I saw some wonderful photos on our Facebook page and also on one of the blogs of students recognising ANZAC Day 
at home.  Thank you for taking the time to commemorate this special day of recognition with your child/ren.  See Art 
News for some student photos sent to Sandra. 
 
CANCELLATION / POSTPONEMENT 
It is unclear what will happen in the near future, however, at this stage the following events are either postponed or 
cancelled.  Where possible, anything that can be rescheduled, will be.  At this stage, there will be no Middle Unit Gym, 
School Photo Day, Education Week Celebrations and NAPLAN across the country. 
 
ON SITE 
On site attendance, as outlined above, is booked a week in advance.  You can’t just turn up and participate.  Parents 
are reminded that drop off is between 8:45am and 9:00am each day.  Pick up is between 3:15pm and 3:30pm (or 
earlier if it suits the family).  Children should only be on site when all adults are working and cannot supervise their 
own children.  Please do not expose adults at school to the supervision of your child/ren if you can actually have them 
stay with you.  Why would you take a risk if you didn’t need to?   
 

Thinking there is no risk is wrong.  There are risks. You need to keep this in mind when making the decision to send 
your child on site…basically, they are here when you are working…and you have no one else to supervise them.  
Please do not send your child to school and stay home yourself.  I’m trying to ensure anyone on site is as safe as 
possible, including supervisors and other staff, some whom are at risk, but have to be at work. 
 
POSITIVES 
So many families are reporting success.  We hear it is hard work – but, so many are taking the tough line with their 
children and ensuring they do the set work.  It’s wonderful to hear many parents have wisened-up to the avoidance 
strategies, such as “I can’t do it”, “It’s too hard”, “I don’t understand”, “I haven’t been taught this” etc.  It’s new times for 
all – so thank you for persevering and laying down the law at home.  Manage hard to ensure things get easier.  That 
has certainly been the news from families this week –where the hard work was done, the routines are starting to form 
and it is running along nicely now.  I know you aren’t teachers…and we are not remote workers…so between us, it’s a 
challenge we have faced and are winning together!  Some days are easy, others difficult too…so don’t despair on that 
day where it feels all too much. Take a break, try again later. 
 



 
CAMPS 
Our Year 5/6 and Middle Unit Camps are scheduled for early September.  Whilst we can’t predict if they will go ahead, 
you might want to save for the camps just in case.  Our Year 5/6 are sending out their first note/payment plans etc with 
today’s newsletter, whereas, our Middle Unit are waiting for clearer directions in the coming 4 weeks.  It’s too grey an 
area to say it WILL go ahead, or WON’T go ahead at this stage.  Be guided by your child’s teacher and Unit…and in 
the end, save for the camp just in case.  At the very worse…your child won’t have a camp, but you might have saved 
quite a bit of money instead that can be used on something else. 
 

YEAR 6 – YEAR 7 TRANSITION APPLICATION FORMS 
It is time for our Year 6 students and families to put their applications in for their Secondary College of choice.  Please 
note that you can request a Secondary College that isn’t your zoned school, but you may not be successful if you don’t 
already have an older sibling attending.  The application forms and information packs were sent out via email on 
Monday, 27th April. If you didn't receive them, please contact Janet by email at dean.janet.j@edumail.vic.gov.au.  The 
application forms are due back to Janet by Friday, 29th May. 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to Xavier P. 
 

As the weather becomes cooler, try and enjoy some quality time with the children indoors…and rug up for those 
exercise breaks. 
 

Kind regards… 
 

Matt Pearce, Principal 
 

FIRST STEPS NEWS 

 
REMOTE LEARNING 
We would like to congratulate all First Steps families 
for their efforts assisting with our remote learning 
program.  We are very impressed with the effort from 
parents and students so far!  Well done! 
 
BOOK COLLECTION 
Just a reminder that students’ Handwriting books are 
now at the Office ready for collection.  Thank you to 
the families who have already collected their child’s 
books.  These books will need to be returned to school 
when classes resume. 

      
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Please note that teachers can be contacted via email: 
FSN: Nicole Peach 
argall.nicole.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Monday – Thursday, 8:45am – 4:00pm and  
 

Sharyn Burnett 
burnett.sharyn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Friday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 

FSP: Pauline Mulcair 
mulcair.pauline.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Monday – Friday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 

FSJ: Jennifer Nicholls 
nicholls.jennifer.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Monday – Friday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 

You can access our blog at: 
https://firststepsunitbhps.edublogs.org/ 
 

SPECIALISTS 
It has been wonderful to see the amazing art work 
students have been completing at home.  If you would 
like Sandra to see your child’s Art work please feel free 
to email her a picture.  Please put your child’s name 
and class in the subject line, for example Bill FSN. 
I’m sure she would love to see the great work you are 
doing at home. 
 
Visual Arts: 
Sandra Willis 
willis.sandra.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tuesday - Thursday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 
Also if you have any questions regarding our Music or 
Chinese lessons you are welcome to send Nick or 
Wen an email. 
 
Music Education / Performing Arts: 
Nick Reid 
reid.nickolas.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 
Chinese: 
Wen Bai 
huiwen.bai@education.vic.gov.au 
Wednesday and Thursday, 8:45am – 4:00pm 
 
Nicole, Jen, Pauline & Sharyn 
 

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS 

 
VIDEO MEETINGS 
A huge thank you to all those families that have taken 
part in our morning meetings, as well as reading 
groups via WebEx this week. It has been fantastic to 
see so many of your smiling faces again and we have 
been able to do some great work in smaller groups.  
 
A reminder to check the 'Video Meetings' section of the 
blog for meeting times and links to access your Webex 
meeting room. 
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PORTFOLIOS 
Just a reminder to post student work to the portfolio 
each day so we are able to give feedback and keep 
track of all the great work you are doing at home. 
There is a camera icon next to the activities on the 
blog that need to be put on the Class Dojo Portfolio. 
 

Catherine & Rhys 
 

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS 

 

REMOTE LEARNING 
Thank you to all the Middle Unit families for your 
support and assistance with our remote learning 
program. It is great to see all the photos of students’ 
work being uploaded for teachers to check and provide 
feedback. We really appreciate your effort and the 
work being completed at home.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if assistance is required: 

westley.renae.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

white.dean.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

hicks.wendy.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

CLASS DOJO 
On Monday, we introduced Dojo to our Middle Unit 
families, with most parents now joined up to their 
child’s class. We hope this program will streamline 
communication and be an efficient way to provide 
feedback on students work to parents. Just a reminder 
to check your class Dojo daily. If you have any queries 
regarding Dojo please contact your child’s teacher. 
 

ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS 
Next week, our daily lessons will focus on the formal 
teaching of Procedural Writing and Multiplication. 
Students will be introduced to Procedures by providing 
them with a variety of procedural texts eg: instructions 
and recipes. These will assist in teaching the structure 
and language used in this style of writing. In the area 
of Mathematics, students will be commencing vertical 
multiplication using single digit numbers then moving 
to double digit numbers. Students will be given 
examples on how to set out and label their 
multiplication problems in columns. This can be used 
as a guide for students when writing problems in their 
own Maths grid books. 
 

Renae, Sandra, Wendy & Dean 
 

SENIOR UNIT NEWS 

 

THANK YOU 
Again thank you to all of our Senior Unit students and 
their families, you are all doing an amazing job with 
your Learning From Home.  Keep up the great work. 
Continue to submit your work through Showbie and 
don't forget to ask questions if you are unsure of 
anything. 
 
SHOWBIE 
Just a reminder to parents that Showbie is the 
student's learning platform, where their daily activities 
are explained, learning videos and web links can be 
accessed, as well as a space where your child can 
send their teacher messages. We ask if you have 
questions, please send your child's teacher an email 
and if your child has a question they use Showbie. 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

CONTACT TIMETABLE 
This week we began our weekly contact timetable with 
families.  Please note that every Senior Unit class may 
look different as to how they communicate with your child, 
so please do worry if another family is doing things 
differently.  Also we would like to thank those families that 
were available during the times they selected.  Can we 
please ask that you keep the time you allocated free and 
please answer the phone during this time (our calls may 
appear as a private number), as we may not be able to 
make contact individually again with your child until the 
following week.  It would also be a good idea if your child 
makes a list of questions that they might have during the 
week, which can be discussed during the call.  It is 
important that we touch base with you child on a weekly 
basis, to discuss their progress and see how they are 
doing. 
 

TESTING 
The students are doing a fantastic job completing their pre 
and post testing in Essential Assessment.  Can we just 
remind families, that this testing is solely for the student to 
complete, we know it may be tempting at times to assist 
your child if they ask, but please do so during the 
activities not the testing phase. 
 

5 Ways to Keep Your Child Motivated 
1. Play up the importance of effort – Remind your child 

how good it feels to strive and achieve, and celebrate 
their success when they’ve put in effort. 

2. Feed their curiosity – Use their interests and if you 
need to adapt lessons to suit, then go for it. 

3. Be curious yourself – Although we only ask you 
supervise your child during this time, if you show interest 
in what they are doing, they are more likely going to be 
motivated to learn. They will want to impress you. 

4. Build their self-esteem – Rather than saying, “Don’t 
worry, I know you’re not very good at spelling,” which 
compounds a lack of self-belief, build your child’s self-
esteem by saying, “I understand you’re finding this 
difficult, but if we keep working at it, we’ll get there. 

5. Know when to step back – It’s natural to feel frustrated 
if your child isn’t trying their hardest, but try not to slip into 
nagging and remonstrating as this will only add to 
frustrations and reluctance from your child. 

 

YEAR 5/6 CAMP 
The first note about the Year 5/6 Camp is attached.  
Please note that an email notification to teachers about 
whether your child will or will not attend is acceptable, 
without needing to complete the bottom part of the note.  
Thank you. 
 

TEACHER CONTACTS 
4/5 Lauren - SL 
Monday to Thursday 
adcock.lauren.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Friday 
mathers.roberta.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

5/6 Ainsley 
Monday to Friday 
wright.zoe.z@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

5/6 Kate 
Monday to Friday 
dole.antoinette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

5/6 Brett 
Monday to Wednesday and Friday 
strange.brett.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Thursday 
mathers.roberta.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Brett, Kate, Lauren, Roberta & Zoe 
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ART NEWS 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Take a look at some of the amazing artwork being 
produced with resources from home and recycled 
materials.  
 

I’m so proud of all my budding artists and the 
wonderful parents who are assisting and getting 
involved.  Keep having fun together. 
 
Sandra Willis, 
Visual Arts  
 



School Camp Information 
Year 5/6 2020 

 

The Year 5/6 camp is booked from Wednesday, 2nd September to Friday, 4th September. 
We will be staying at Coastal Forest Lodge Camp, Forest Road, Bellbrae (near Anglesea), Victoria. 

 

At this stage our camp will be going ahead in Term 3 as long as the State Government of Victoria deems 
it safe to do so.  In order to successfully run the camp we need to get a gauge of how many students will 
be attending the camp.  In the event that the camp is cancelled as directed by the Department of 
Education, all monies will be refunded/credited to families.  
 

The camp is fully catered and provides a wide range of fun and challenging activities. The itinerary of the 
camp will include some of the following activities as well as a day out with SeaEarth Adventures 
participating in kayaking, raft building and a coastal walk.  
 

 Bushwalk 

 Ropes Course 

 Archery 

 Night Walk 

 Bush craft 

 Tabloid sports 

 

We will be traveling to the camp by bus. While the camp is fully catered the students will still need a 
packed recess and lunch on the first day for the trip to the camp. We will send out more information on the 
camp including our exact itinerary, contact details and permission forms closer to the camp date. 
 

The cost of the camp will be $320 
We require a $100 deposit to secure bookings which is due to be paid by Wednesday, 20th May.  

Please note that CSEF cannot be used for the initial deposit. 
 

Payment will need to be finalised by Wednesday, 12th August (3 weeks prior to the camp).  You may pay 
the total cost in one payment, or by the suggested instalment dates below.  If these dates/payment 
amounts don’t suit, you can pay what you can afford when you can afford it, so long as it is paid in full by 
the due date.  Payment options are over the phone using credit card and Qkr from Friday, 1st May 
(instalment amounts will be on individually, so if wanting to pay in full, select all instalments), and CSEF for 
the remainder of $220 (after deposit) if you are eligible and have applied - if you are not sure if you’ve 
applied, please email Janet: dean.janet.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

Deposit of $100                 due by Wednesday, 20th May 
Second instalment of $80 due by Wednesday, 24th June 
Third instalment of $80  due by Wednesday, 22nd July 
Final instalment of $60  due by Wednesday, 12th August 

 

It is extremely important you let your child’s teacher know if they ARE (or ARE NOT) attending so we can 
finalise numbers for organisational purposes.  
 

Please complete and return the form below to your child’s teacher.  If you have any questions or concerns 
about the camp please contact your child’s teacher. This camp has a very good reputation and we are 
urging all students to attend.  
 

Kind regards, Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren and Roberta.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Year 5/6 Camp - Coastal Forest Lodge 
My child __________________________, will / will not (please circle) be attending the 2020 – Year 5/6 
Coastal Forest Lodge Camp   
 

Parents / Carer’s name …………………………………………. Signature …………………………………………. 
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